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E Author of the following Trea- 
tiſe ever hath been of opinion, 
that as divine Revelation is the only and 
the perfect rule of revealed religion, ſo, 
by the general voice of Revelation, every 
capital article of our religion is declared; 
and that, therefore, to eſtabliſh theſe arti · 
cles, we muſt conſult the Scriptures at 
large, and be ſatisfied that we have their 
univerſal and harmonious teſtimony in proof 
of them. Upon theſe indubitable prin- 
ciples, he- has been at pains to examine 
the chief articles of religion, which have 
been generally received in the Chriſtian and 
proteſtant churches, and is happy to fifid 
they are ſo well ſupported. One article, 
however, he greatly apprehends, hys not 
been examined and determined by this 
unerring ſtandard, even the Generation and 
Sonſhip of our Bleſſed Saviour. As this 
is an article of capital importance, and has 
been long a ſubject of controverſy: in the 
Chriſtian church, the Author reſolved to 
- inquire into it with: the greater attention. 
The appellation, Son of God, he eafily 
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perceived muſt be a perſonal character; 


and ſo muſt be applied to Chriſt, in one 
of theſe three reſpects, viz. as he is God, 

the ſecond perſon of the Godhead, be- 

gotten by the firſt from all eternity; or as 


he is Man, created by the divine power, 


or laſtly, as he is God-man, generated 
by the unition of both theſe natures in one 
complex perſon. This is evidently an ar- 
ticle oſ revealed religion: and as the faireſt 
way to determine it, he reſolved to con- 


ſult every paſſage in the Old and New 
Teſtaments, in which our Bleſſed Saviour 


is held forth as the Son of God, and ex- 
amine to which of theſe explications they 


would moſt naturally apply. 


He has done ſo; and after a careful col- 
jection and candid examination of the 


many texts of Scripture, which repreſent 


our Saviour as the Son of God, he could 
not find any general or convincing evi- 
dence, that this character belongs to him, 
| either as he 18 God only, or as he is man 

only ; but that the general, unanimous, 


and conſiſtent voice of revelation, declares 
him to be Son of God, as he is God- man, 


begotten of the Father, by the unition of 
the Divine Word with human nature in 
his incarnation. This capital point fixed, 


he proceeded to conſider the accounts given 
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have good ones. Reconciling our Savi- 


PREFACE: \ | 

in Scripture of the generation of the Son 
of God; the perſonal excellence and dig+ 
nity he poſſeſſes, the offices he bears, and 
the honours he enjoys, and to examine 
whether they alſo would beſt apply to this 
notion of his Sonſhip, which he. found 
they do. 3 SAUCER, , | . 
- Theſe enquiries gave riſe to the follow- 
ing Diſcourſes. The Author has delivered 
the greateſt part of them to a numerous 
congregation, who were univerſally ſatis- 


fied that the explication given of this matter, 


is the Scriptural and juſt one. He has 
ſubmitted them to ſome of the moſt judi- 
cious and learned ot his brethren, who 


have all acknowledged the evidence of 
their truth and urged. the publication of 
them, as what might be of real ſervice to 


the intereſts of Chriſtianity. Whether the 


evidence he has produced in proof of his 


explication- of our Saviour's Sonſhip is de- 
ciſive, the impartial world wilt judge. The 
Author ſhall only ſay, that the explication 
of it here given ſtands clear of thoſe dif- 
ficulties with which all others are attended, 
and is ſupported by much ſtronger evi- 
dence, than any other that hath yet been 
propoſed. He knows of no bad con- 
ſequence it can have, and hopes may 
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. ouf's: proper Sonſhip, with his 1y preme 
Deity, it will be no unſeaſonable antidote 
1 to thoſe Arian and Socinian errors which 

8 continue to peſter the Chriſtian Church, 

LE: high: have all along ſprung, i in a great 
egree, from miſtaken notions of our Sa- 
viour's Sonſhip. Containing an explication 
1 of the chief article of revealed. religion, 
1 it will be a general key to the Bible, by 
= - which many parts of it. will be. better un- 

derſtood. And as it not only eſtabliſhes 
the proper Sonſhip of Chriſt, but deline- * 
ates the dignity. of his perſon as Son of 
God, unfolds the important offices for which 
he aſſumed that character, and points out 
the duties we muſt perform to him, if we 
would have the benefit of theſe offices, 
it contains an abridgement of the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, and ſhews its expediency for 
the honour of God, and the happineſs 
of his creatures, and the neceſſity of our 
> compliance with it, if we would obtain 
that ſalvation for which It 1s Appointed, 
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0 acl of the: Chriſtian Faith it of 
N greater importance than the Sonſhip 

of Chriſt. Upon this depend the 
whole mediatorial character, dignity and offices 
of our Bleſſed Redeemer, the 
that as Chriſtians we expect, and the duty 
that as Chriſtians we owe ta him. But no 
article perhaps. of our holy religion has been more 
the ſubjeA of controverſy in every age of the 


Chriſtian Church. That Jeſus is the. 8on of 


God, is fo clearly declared in every part of the 
word of God, that all Chriftians have acknows 
ledged it. But in what ſenſe the is the Son of 


God, and is affirmed in Scripture to be ſo, has 


long been matter of much unhappy contention 
and debate. As Chrift in his complex: perſon 
poſſeſſes two natures, the divine and the human, 
ä —— go: ki the Son of God from 
the generation of his divine perſon by the Father 
from all eternity, and ſome from the ſupernatu- 
ral formation of his human nature in the fulneſa of 


time. Others thinking the firſt opinion too hig); 7 


to conſiſt with real divinity, and the ſecond too 
un to — n characters, 
God's 


vation by him 
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' _* God's begotten and his only begotten Son, have 
held him to be the Son of God from his office 
ol mediator, or the honours God has beſtowed 
8 on Him in 7raiſidg Him From the dead, and ex- 
NE alting him to be heir and Lord of all, The 
diſpute, though long agitated, is not over; which 
os that the point is not yet placed in a light 
Wo: _— eſtabliſhed by - conan which produce gene- 
ra conviction. 'has revived of late in the 


= | ns hr RIC e begins to be canvaſſed 
Er * with a, degree, of free enquiry-leſs known in for- 
78 x mer gls T bebe oft FEabired by God in order 
to our ſalvation, makes it preſumable that he 
hath revealed fit with ſufficient clearneſs ; if we 
f _- eareful] Land impartially attend to his revela- 
3 tions. Our Saviour's character and offices inti- 
| _  - mately connected with his Sonſhip, the hopes We 
entertain from him, and the juſt honours we 
-*. ought to pay to him, give this article an impor- 
tance that entitles it-to the moſt ſerious atten- 
tion of every Chriſtian; and which ought to ex- 
. * Cite every friend to Chriſtianity and to mankind, 
Cf if ponkble, to eſtabliſh this truth upon its true 
1 and ſcriptural foundation, and to confirm it by 
* evidence which ny. 'candid and judicious 
we 0 perſon muſt acknowledge to be deciſive. 
Br . But this, though a capital part, is not the 
vhole of our deſign. The proper explication of 
the Sonſhip of Chriſt will include a delineation of 
his general perſon, his natures, and offices. Theſe 
are all related parts of this ” ESP and the 
elucidation of them is neceſſary. to unfold fully his 
33 character as the Son of God our Saviour, and to 
„ | ſhow how- he is thereby qualified for the offices 
"Mt de executes: and the whole will be proper to juſ- 
by | «tify'the wiſdom of God in this wonderful con- 
| 25 ſtitution, and to give us thoſe juſt ſentiments _ 
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this glorious perſon in his whole character, that 
will at once direct the ſacred regards, that as 
Chriſtians we owe to our divine Saviour and Lord, 
and ſupport the high hopes we juſtly repoſe in 
him. With this view 1 ſhall endeavour to 
purſue the following plan, which bids faireſt fr 
a juſt deciſion and explication of this important 
HOP TT OT OY OT” 


I. Prove chat in the coniplex. perſon of Chriſ 
there are two diſtinct natures, the divine and hu- 
man, united and co-exiſting in one perſon. | 


II. Show that this perſon is in Seri türe ao; at; 
the Son of God, his begotten, his 3 — begotten PE 
Son, fix the proper notion of generation, and re- 
preſent the improper and unſeriptural ſenſes in 
which this character has been aſcribed to him. 
III. Eftabliſh the Sonſhip of our Bleſſed "IM : 
viour, on what ſeems. plainly. to be its proper 
and ſcriptural foundation, 1135 f 
I. Explain more particularly his generation, 
and the wonderful conſtitution of his Was, | 
V. Repreſent the dignit excellence and 
of his perſon 3 tr e wy | 
Vl. Treat of the great offices for which he 
was intended by his Father, with his affectual 
performance of tem. 
VII. Unfold the high honours and rewards to 
which he is exalted, with his juſt claim to them. 
VIII. Conclude all by pointing out, and re- 
commending the gout duties which we owe to 
himin his whole glori 45 


orious character.. 
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Fat in the complex Perſon-of .Chriſt there are 
% Natures, the Divine and Human, or 
the Second Perſon of 'the Trinity, and a 
human Soul. and Body, all co-exifting in one 
TS PP OI TO gs 72193907 


AME perſon of Chriſt is the foundation of all 
4 thecharaQters which in Scripture are aſcribed 
to him; and a proper knowledge of his perſon muſt 

be the: beſt method of aſcertaining in what ſenſe 

the characters attributed to him in Scripture muſt 
be underſtood, Before we proceed then to 


determine his Sonſhip, unfold his dignity, or 


repreſent his offices; let us take a. view of his 
perſon in general, and of the natures contained in 
it. - Now, if we conſult the record that God hath 
given us of his Son, we ſhall find that there are 
two diſtin natures affirmed of him in Scripture, 
the nature of God and the nature of man. In 
other words, the complex perſon of Chriſt is 
compoſed of the ſecond perſon of the God- 
head, a glorious created ſpirit called his ſoul, and 
a real human body, all united and co-exiſtin 

in one general perſon. Theſe things we ſha 

evince in order.. dS bly 2 

I. The firſkand the higheſt nature which the 
Seriptures aſcribe to our Bleſſed Saviour is the 
Divine; and this we ſhall find affirmed of him 
with an evidence clear and convincing, as the 

truth to be eſtabliſhed is great and important. 
That there is one God, or divine, infinite, all- 
% * 85 P a j | | PLA perfect 


5 IN ONE PERSON. 5 
perfect eſſence, is the firſt principle of all true 
religion, and the ——_ dictate of reaſon and re- 

velation. But revelation farther aſſures us of what 
unaſſiſted reaſon could: not have diſcovered, viz. 

that in the unity of this Divine Eſſence, there co- 

exiſt three diſtinct perſonal ſubſiſtences, ſo diſ- 
tinguiſhed from each other as to entitle. them to 

diftin&t perſonal names, characters and offices, 

yet not ſo different but that their nature is nu- 

merically the ſame, they being diſtinQ. perſons, 

ſubſiſting in one common undivided eſſence. 

« For there are three that bear record in Hea- 

« yen, the Father, the Word; and the Holy 

«© Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 1 John, v. 7. 

This is the fundamental article of revealed reli- 

gion, the foundation of the whole chriſtian 

ſcheme, and therefore revealed with inconteſta- 2 
ble evidence. By the ſame authority by which e 


the Scripture affirms the unity of the Divine 


Eſſence, it affirms that eſſence to be diſtinguiſhed 

into three perſonal ſubſiſtences. By all the ſame ar- 

232 by which it proves to us the exiſtence and 
ivinity of one Supreme Being, it proves the divi- 

nity of all theſe perſons which it affirms to be in the 
Godhead, And by whatever arguments it proves 
the divinity of any other perſon in the Godhead, 

oy the ſame does it evince the divinity of Chriſt, _ 

The Supreme God, or any perſon in the God«- ' 

head, the Scripture demonſtrates by calling him. 

God, or giving him the names expreffive of true 

and Supreme Deity ; by. attributing to him 

perfections that are eſſential to, and characte- ö 

riſtical of the true God; by aſcribing works to | | 

him which the true God alone can effect, and | | 


| Ws 


religious worſhip which the true God. alone can - 


' receive. And by all thoſe topics of proof does it 
evince the divinity of the Son our Saviour, _ 
3 r 1. Chai 


Nom. ix. 5. 
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6.  CHRIST-GOD AND MAN © _ 
1. Chriſt is expreſsly called God, and the 
names expreſſive of: the true Gad are in Scripture - 
aſcribed to him. Thus God the Father, _— 


he will not give his glory to another, nor aſeri 


divinity to any but who is really divine, affirms 
the deity of his coeſſential Son. To the Son he 


E faith, thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever,” 
« Pſalm xlv. 6. Heb. i. 8. Ifaiah calls him 
Immanũel, „God with us,” 1/aiah vii. 14. and the 


% mighty God,” chap. ix. 6. and aſcribes to 
him the proper and diſtinguiſhing name of the 
true God, even Jehovah, chap. vi. 1. which 
glorious perſon an inſpired Feangetif aſſures 
us was Chriſt, John x1i:41. Jeremiah attributeg}to 
him the Tame. incommunicable- character in t&ijns 


the moſt direct and explicit. Speaking of the 
Meſſiah, he ſays this, is the name whereby he 


fall be called *, Jehovah our righteouſneſs,” 


| vv mp 6. John, when purpoſely eſtabliſhing our 
* 


viour's divinity againſt thoſe firſt heretics, who 


had the impiety to deny it, aſſures us, That in 
se the beginning was the Word, and the Word 


% was with God, and the Word was God, 


vi. 1. And affirms of him in another 


place, © this is the true God, and eternal life,” 


1 Jobn v. 20. Thomas, on the fulleſt evidence 
that he was God as well as man, calls him“ My 


Lord and my God,” Fohn xx. 28. And Paul in 


all the fullneſs and ſtrength of language afirms him 


to be the great God and our Saviour,” Tit. ii. 13. 


and that he is “over all, God bleſſed for ever, 
2. That Chriſt is true and ſupremely God is 
no leſs evident from all thoſe perfections eſſential 
to, and, inſeparable from, the Deity that are at- 


tributed to Chriſt. Is eternity an eſſential and 


diſtinguiſhing perfection of the true God ? It is 
A | bw» aſcribed 
* yapTy mm e 


58. And calls himſelf Alpha and Omega, 
the firſt and the laſt, Rev. i. 8. Are immenſity 


. ſays Peter, thou knoweſt that I love thee,” 


appropriates to himfelf, I am he that ſearch- , 


and which is to come, the Almighty, Rev. i. 8. 


It is affirmed of Chriſt; Iſaiah calls him the 


but Chriſt endures ; they ſhall wax old as a 


— In — wy. 
— many — 1 — 
— Bn. — — ns . — ;, „ 1 OT RY — a — * 
2 : | 
- . 
N * 7 
8 0 * 1 4 as . * 
IN ONE PERSQNet  F-- 


aſeribed to Chriſt,” S Ifaiab calls-him:the-ever-, 
laſting. Father, {/arah ix. 6. Chriſt affirms, of 5 
bimſelf, „ Before Abraham was, I am“; ex- 

his immutable eternal exiſtence, Jalm viii. 


and omnipreſence eſſential to God? They are 
aſcribed to Chriſt. Where two or three are goo , 
e thered together in my name, ſays, our Bleſſed: 
4 Lord, there am I in the midſt of them, Matt. 
xviii. 20. When he gave commiſſion to his- 
diſciples to go into all the world and preach his 
goſpel to every creature, and when his human na- 
ture was about to aſcend to the higheſt heaven, 
yet from the infinitude of his divinity he declares, 
Jo I am with you always, even unto the end of 
„ the world, ta. XXV1ii, 20. Is omniſcience a 
characteriſtical perfection of the Deity ? It is af- 
firmed of Chriſt, Lord thou knowelt all things, 


* 


Fohn xxi. 17. And this diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racter which the true God claims as his in- 
communicable prerogative, Jer. xvii. 10. Chriſt 


eth the reins and hearts,” Rev. ii. 23, Is - 
omnipotence.a diſtinctive attribute of the Deity ? 


ſaith the Lord, which is, and which was, 


Accordingly Paul aſſures us, that Chriſt hath . 
power to ſubdue all things to himſelf, Phil. iii. 21. 
Or is immutability of nature and exiſtence an - 
eſſential and diſtinguiſhing character of the true 
God ? It in like manner is aſcribed to our Bleſſed 
Saviour. The heavens and the earth ſhall periſh, 


4 garment 


* . CHRIST GOD AND MAN © | 
garment and be changed, but Chriſt is the ſame, 
his years have no end, Pf. Git, 26. 27. Heb. i. 
11, 12. And of this divine perſonage the Apo- 
ſtle affirms, that he is the ſame yeſterday, to- day, 
and forever, Heb. xiti. 8. 
3. As a farther evidence of his divinity, works 
are aſcribed to Chriſt which God all- perfect alone 
can perform. By Chriſt was that ſtupendous ef- 
fect of infinite power, wiſdom and goodneſs, 
even the creation of this vaſt | Univerſe effected, 
- which all reaſon and all Scripture determine to be 
the prerogative of God alone, P/.' xix. 1. Rom. 
I. 20, Of old haſt thou laid the foundations of 
the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
thy hands, ſays the pſalmiſt of the true God, 
8 eii. 25. And the apoſtle interprets them of 
Chriſt Jeſus, Heb. i. 10. All things, ſays John, 
were made by him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made, John i. 3. By him, 
ſays Paul, were all things created that are in hea- 
ven and that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, 
whether they be thfones or dominions, or prin- 
eipalities or powers, all things were ereated by 
him, and for him, Col. i. 16. By Chriſt is the 
whole univerſe preſerved. For by him all things 
& confiſt,”” Col. i. 179. He upholdeth all things 
4 by the word of his power, Heb.i. 3. By Chriſt, 
and at his very will and command, were miracles 
wrought on univerſal nature; which none but 
the omnipotent God could perform. The raging 
' winds and waves were ftilled at his command. 
Water was changed into wine at his will, and 
the barren fig-tree withered at his frown. A few 
loaves and fiſhes were increaſed by a creative power 
to feed ſeveral thouſands of hungry le, and in 
place of their being conſumed, the remainder much 
exceeded the original ſtock. . Diſeaſes * 
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IN ON ER PERSON, - BY 


kinds. were inſtantly healed by him, without any 


other preſcription, but his ſaying the word and 


the cure was effected. The deaf were made to 


hear, the dumb to ſpeak, and the born blind to 


ſee. Devils, when he ordered, were caſt out of 
_ thoſe poſſeſſed by them; and the 

mand were raided | 
power to forgive ſins, which, 'as they are com- 


at his com- 
again into life. Chriſt has 


mitted againſt God, reaſon and revelation join in 


| aſſuring us, none but God can forgive, Mark © 
ii. 7, 10. By the Son, as mighty God, are the 
dead at laſt to be raiſed; ** for the hour cometh, . 


« f.ys; he, in which the dead ſhall hear the voice of 


te the Son of God, and they that hear ſhall live,” 


Jobn v.25. By the Son is the world to be folemnly - 
judged ; for the Father judgeth no man but hath 


Foy 


committed all judgment unto the Son, John v. 


22. which as it requires infinite knowledge and 
aft ſentence on every individual 
men and fallen angels that ſhall - 


rectitude to paſs ju 
of the millions of 


be judged, and infinite power to put his ſentences - 
in execution, a God poſſeſſing theſe perfections, 
alone can perform. In fine, the renovation, as 


well as the creation of the world, is to be effected 


by Chriſt. For St. John in his prediction of 
that great event, tells us, that he that ſits on the 


throne is to make all things new, Rev. xxi. 5. 


4. As an additional argument of our Saviour's 


Divinity, it is to be obſerved, that the ſame re- 
ligious worſhip which is due to the true God 


„ 


alone, the All- perfect Being, the Creator, Pre- 
ſerver and Lord of the univerſe, is by divine 
appointment to be paid to the Son. And no 
wonder when He and his Father, as to their 
divine eſſence, are one; and all theſe characters 
of true Deity, that make them the object of religi- 
ous adoration, belong alike to both. Thus ſays 


* 


A 


God 


90 CST Go AND MaN 
God by the Pſalmiſt, . Kiſg ye the Son, Jeſt he 
+ be angry, and ye periſh from the way; ble | 
FH are all they that put their truſt in him.” P/al. 
II. 12. e believe in God, ſays our Saviour, 
believe alſo in me.“ John xiv. 1. And in ge- 
neral he aſſures us, that it is the will of God that 
s all men honour the Son, even as they honour. 
the Father.“ John v. 23. Paul both affirms, 
that religious worſhip is to be paid to the Son, , 
and intimates his right to it, both as he is a 
divine perſon, and as God-Man Mediator; who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God, but made himſelf of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a 
_ << ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of ſinful 
„ men; and being found in faſhion as a man, he 
„ humbled himſelf and becameobedient untodeath, 
even the death of the croſs; wherefore God 
„ alſo hatff highly exalted him and given him a 
*. name, which is above every name; that at th 
name of Jeſus, every knee ſhould bow, of 
e things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
& things under the earth; and that every tongue 
<. ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the 
% glory of God the Father.“ Phil. ii. 6—11. In 
Chriſt's name therefore, as well as in the. name 
of the Father and of the Holy Spirit, is baptiſm, 
that ſolemn act of our religion, ordained to be 
performed, Matt. xxviii. 19. From him as well 
as from the Father does Paul pray for grace and 
peage, 1 Cor. i 3. £ph. i. 3. To him, by direc- 
£ tion of heaven, his firſt martyr, Stephen, addreſſes 
his dying prayer, Lord Jefus, receive my ſpirit,” 
Ads vii. 59. Before his incarnation, Ifaiah aſ- 
fures us, that the ſeraphim aſcribe to him the 
fame religious adoration as they do to the other 
divine Perſons, _ Jai. vi. 3. compared with John 
| 5 xii. 
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1 IN ONE PERSON. 11 
xii. 41. And John teſtiſies, that the whole 


celeſtial inhabitants, angelic and human, conti- 


nue to pay the ſame high devotion to the Son, as 


to his Father; ſaying, Worthy is the Lamb 


&« that was ſlaing to receive power, and riches. 


„ and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
6 glory and bleſſing.—Bleſſing and honour, and 
6, glory and power, be unto him that ſitteth upon 


<« the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever.” 
Reus v. Ignis en ien 53 
Thus every act of religious worſhip is to be per · 
formed to Chriſt, and with the utmoſt propriety: 
for ſince he is affirmed to be God, ſince every per- 
fection of, God is aſcribed to him, ſince he hath 
exerted theſe perſections in every work of crea- 
tion, providence, and redemption, as the other 
Perſons have done, he muſt be conjunct with 
them in divinity, and ſo conjunct with them in 
every religious act to which divinity is intitled. 
F. To all theſe evidences of our Saviour's divi- 
nity we mãy add, that he is called in Scripture, 


the begotten and proper Son of God, affirmed to 
be one with his divine Father, and ranked in the 
ſame claſs with the other divine Perſons in the 


coeſſential Trinity. A Son, a begotten and pro- 
per Son, as we ſhall ſhew our Saviour is declared 
to be, muſt ever poſſeſs the ſame nature with his 
Father who begat him; for whatever generates, 
generates its like. The original and originating 
principle of the Son, being communicated from the 
Father, muſt be eſſentially the ſame with him; 


and whatever additional ſubſtance it receives in 
conſequence of its generation, ſtill that originat- 
ing principle is the chief conſtituent of the Son, 


and characterizes him to be of the ſame nature 


with his Father. But if this holds in human g- 


neration, where the originating principle is ſe- 
Han ES" 
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22 CHRIST GOD AND MAN VE 
| parated from the Father, and a Son is produced 
of the ſame ſpecific nature; infinitely more muſt 
it hold in the generation of the Son of God. 
For, though the acceſſion of an additional nature, 
Which is neceſſary to a proper generation, is 
made to him; yet the chief conſtituent of his 
complex Perſon, and which conſtitutes that Per- 
ſon the Son of God, is the ſecond perſonal ſub- 
ſiſtence in the Godhead, which is inſeparable from 
the Father, however diſtinguiſned from him; 
and ſo makes them as to divine eſſence numeri- 
cally one. Accordingly our Saviour declares 
expreſsly, I and my Father are one, John x. 
30. „J am in the Father, and the Father in 
eme, Fohn xiv. 11. And therefore affirms, 
He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father,” 
| 4.4 | : PS PD | 


; But Chriſt is not only proved to be God, by 
being declared the Son of God and one with 
God, or a diſtin Perſon in the ſame divine 
eſſence; as a conſequence of this, and a farther 
evidence of his divinity, he is uniformly 
claſſed with the other coeſſential Perſons in the 
Prinity, whenever that ſacred Triad is fully men- 
tioned in Scripture. Thus Chriſt, when he inſti- 
tutes baptiſm, ordains it to be adminiſtred << in the 
nameof the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
% Ghoſt,” Matt. xxviii. 19. When Paul repreſents 
tze order and ceconomy of the divine Perſons in 
the ſcheme of our ſalvation, he ranks Chriſt 
with the other two. „For through him, ſays he, 
« we have acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father,” 
ph. ii. 18. In like manner, when he prays 
to them in behalf of the Corinthians, he prays, 
te the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the love 
4 of God, and the communion of. the Holy 
«© Ghoſt,” to be with them, 2 Cor. xiii. = 5 
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IN ONE PERSON. . 13 


And John tells us, that the three divine wit- 


neſſes in heaven who bear record to the truth 


of the goſpel, are „the Father, the Word, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, and that theſe three are one, 


I John Vs 7. 8 5 N 1 
Such is the manifold and convineing evidence 


we have that Chriſt Jeſus is a divine Perſon, A6 
mportance, it was pro. 

per it ſhould be certified by the higheſt evidence: 

and whathigherevidence can be deſired than is here 


this is atruthof the utmoſt i 


iven ? Every paſſage of Scripture we have quoted 
farniſhbs an argument for our Saviour's divinity. - 


Every claſs under which theſe arguments are re- 
duced, afford a complex proof of it, All theſe 


topics of argument ſtrengthen; each other; and, 


the whole taken together, furniſh. a connected 


evidence which toevery one who acknowl the 


Scriptures to be the Word of God, muſt be ab- 


ſolutely deciſive. For whatever evidence the 
Scriptures give us that there is a God, or that 


any Perſon of the Godhead is divine, the ſame 


evidence it gives us that Chriſt is God, or one 


| — the divine Perſons that exiſt in the God» 


| Butas we have the higheſt evidence revelition 


the ſame evidence that he is equal in divinity, with 
the Father and the Spirit. The divine Eſſence 
is one; it is infinite, and indiviſible. In it there 

exiſt three perſonal ſubſiſtences. Theſe ſub- 
ſiſtences are perſonal, and they are diſtinct; yet 
they are not ſuch diſtin&t Perſons, as to have 
different natures, ſuch as we have; but ſuch real 


can give us.that = truly God ; fo we have 


and perſonal diſtinctions as can ſubſiſt in one 


and the ſame undivided: eſſence. Theſe perſonal 


diſtinctions are eſſential to the Deity, and are of 


the ſame neceſlary exiſtence, the ſame eternity, 
8 BE the 
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the ſame ſupreme Deity, with'the divine Eſſence 


they exiſt.in ; poſſeſſing all the ſame eſſence, they '- 
all poſſeſs the ſame divine perfections; for the 


perfections of the Deity are nothing, but his all- 


perfect Eſſence. As Chriſt then is truly God, 


he muſt be the ſelf-ſame in eſſence, and equal in 
perfect ion, with the other divine Perſons that ne- 


ceſſarily co-exiſt with him in the ſame Godhead. 


. For whatever notions of a generated, created, or 
ſubordinate divinity, mankind have imagined, _ 
there is nothing more certain, than that all rea! 


divinity is one and the ſame. The created Deity 
of the Arians, and the deified-creature of the So- 


einians, are each of them a contradiction in 
terms; to ſay nothing at preſent, of a begotten 


Deity or divine Perſon, in the ſenſe in which both 
the modern refiners of the Arian ſcheme, and 


_ thoſe who hold his ſupreme divinity have ex- 


lained his generation. Such opinions, what- 
ever their abettors may imagine, when examined 
to the bottom, are equally unphiloſophical and 


' unſcriptural. They confound time with eternity, 
finite with infinite, the Creator with the crea- 
ture. They confer infinite qualities on a finite 


ſubject; and give the incommunicable eſſence 
and perfection of God Moſt High to beings de- 


pendent and infinitely inferiour to him, which is 


abſurdity in the extreme. As all Seripture then af- 
firms the Son to be God, and aſcribes to him the 
higheſt perfections of God, ſo all Scripture and 
all reaſon, directed by Scripture, aſſure us that 
he is equal and the ſame in eſſence with the Fa- 


ther and Spirit; and that not a perfection belongs 


to the divine Nature, nor to any of the perſonal 
ſubſiſtenees intõ which that nature is eſfentially 
and neceſſarily diſtinguiſhed, but belongs alſo to 
the divine Perſon of Cbriſt. 4 fe atv: 6 

I 1 


„„ IN ene „ 
II. But, beſide this divine Nature or ſubſiſt- 
ence, the Scriptures aſſure us, that in the com- 
plex perſon of Chriſt, there is alſo a perfet 
en Buy a perfect human nature, we 
mean a human ſoul or created ſpirit, formed for 
union with a human body, and a real human 
body with which that ſoul is connected. This 
human nature our Bleſſed Saviour aſſumed into 
union with his divine Perſon, that he might 
be Mediator between God and man; and the 
grand connecting bond, as we ſhall ſee, be- 
tween God and his creation. As this part of 
our Saviour's perſon is alſo of the higheſt conſe- 
quence to our hopes and happineſs, like the for- 
mer, it is declared with the fulleſt evidence. 
Some Scriptures affirm his human nature in ge- 
neral ; others hold forth and certify particularly 
the conſtituent parts of it. As evidences of his 
human nature in general, he was foretold to be 
the ſeed of the woman, which ſhould bruiſe the 
head of the ſerpent, Gen. iii. 15. to be the ſeed 
of Abraham, Gal. iii. 16. to be a ſon born of a 
Virgin, Jai. vii. 14. to be a branch out of the 
root of Jeſſe, //a. xi. 11. and the Son of David, 
Luke i. 32. Accordingly the angel foretells to 
Mary that ſhe ſhould conceive and bring forth a 
Son, ver. 31. After his incarnation, the apoſtle 
Paul aſſures us that God ſent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, Gal. iv. 4. that though he was in 
the form of God, yet he took upon himfelf the 
form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs 
of man, and was found in faſhion. as.a man, 
Phil. ii. 8. And, in general, he declares, 
in all things. he was made like unto his 
brethren; Heb. ii. 17. All theſe Scriptures teſtify 
that he/had a compleat kuman nature, for by the 
| h ſame 
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ſame language is the nature of man uſually ex- 


© - But: we haye not only theſe evidences of his 
human nature in general; we are alſo certified 
+ particularly of his human foul and body of 
which that nature is compoſed. The nobleſt 
part of his humanity was his human ſoul; 
formed for union with his divine Perſon on the 
. , one part, and with his human body on the other, 
| and as it were the proper bond of union between 
| them. That his divine Perſon therefore did not 
actuate his human body as the Apollinarians ima- 
gined, but that he had a real human ſoul or a 
created ſpirit, ſimilar though vaſtly ſuperior to 
ours; beſides the evidence mentioned, we have 
the moſt expreſs declarations. Thus Iſaiah fore= 
tells that God ſhould make the Saviour's'ſoul : 
an offering for ſin; that Chriſt ſhould . ſee of 
„ the travel of his ſoul and be ſatisfied ;? becauſe 
he poured out his ſoul unto death, Jai. liii. 
- TO, 11, 12. Thus we are told, on one occa- 
fion, that Jeſus rejoiced in ſpirit,” Luſe x. 21. 
and on another, that he was troubled in ſpirit, 
Fohn Xi. 23. At the proſpect of his laſt ſuffer- 
ings, he exclaims, Now is my ſoul troubled,” 
John xii. 27. Under his inutterable agony in the 
garden, before his bodily ſufferings from men 
had begun, he cries out, My foul is exceed- 
e ing ſorrowful even unto death,” Matt. xxvi. 
38. And at his expiration on the croſs he. com- 
mends his Spirit into his Father's hands, Luke + 
xxiii. 46. which can apply neither to his divine 
nature, nor to his animal life, but to his. hu- 
_—_ ſoul, which that day was to aſcend into pa- 
radiſe. - 5 | | 
What farther confirms the truth of his having 
a human ſoul is, the various - powers and affec- 
\ | | tions, 8 
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IN ONE PERSON. my 
tions, inapplicable either to bis divine perſon or 
to his human body, but perfectly characteriſtical 
of his human foul; which in Seripture are aſcrib- 
ed to him. Thus, beſides his omniſeient mind 
which he has as God, a finite underſtanding is 

affirmed of him. For he increaſed in wiſdom 
as well as in ftature,” Lule ii. 52. And of the 
day of judgment he as man did not know: dur- 
ing his {tate of humiliation upon earth, Aar 
xiii. 32. A human will is appropriated by bim, 
when he ſays to his Father, Not my will but 
+ thine be done,” Tule xxii. 42. for his di- 
vine will and that of his Father, like their di- 
vine nature, ever muſt be one and the ſame. 
And his various affections of grief, ſorrow, joy, 
gladneſs, &c. of which a finite. ſpirit or ſoul 
only can be ſuſceptible, are frequently affirmed of 
him during his abode upon earth, Mard iii. 5, 
Matt. xxvi. 38. Luke x. 21. John xi. 15. 
But as we have the moſt convineing proof of our 
Saviour's human ſoul, fo we have every evidence 
that he likewiſe had a real human body. This all 
the predictions given of his birth by the Old Teſ- 
tament Prophets clearly imply, and the declara- 
tions of their accompliſhment by the writers of the 
New Teſtament, confirm beyond all diſpute. . 
Thus St. John declares, „that the Word was 
“ made fleſh and dwelt among us, Jahn i. 14. 
Chriſt affirms to his diſciples during bis life that 
he had fleſh and blood, John vir 35. and after his 
reſurrection he bid them handle him, «for a ſpirit, 
« ſays he, hath not fleſh-and bones as ye ſee me 
« have,” Enkexxiv./39. — St. Paul 
calls him God manifeſted in the fleſn,“ 1 Tim. iii. 
16. and aſſures us that “ as the children were par- 
© takers of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf _ 
| : 2 - 
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truth is evident from his being conceived and 
born of the Virgin Mary, —4 hid being circum- 
eiſed, from his increaſing in ſtature as in wiſdom, 
from his being baptized, from his being ſubject to 
hunger, thirſt, wearineſs and ſleep; Hom his being 
apprehended, ſcourged, erowned with thorns, and 
orueiſied; from his being buried, and riſing again 
from the dead; and in ſhort from all his other 
actings and ſufferings, that e t ſhow him 
poſſefied of a human body. $326 Fro . 
Such then is the ample evidence the Scriptures 
afford us that our Bleſſed Saviour had not only a 
divine, but a human nature, in a reaſonable ſoul 
and a true body. 80 that the ancient heretics 
that denied this, though. leſs impious than thoſe 
who denied his divinity, were equally unreaſona- 
ble; ſince the evidence given us of both, is, to 
every candid and enquiring mind, beyond all 
contradiction,” - . n 
III. One thing more we propoſed here to 
aſcertain with regard to this illuſtrious perſonage, 
Dix. that theſe two natures, divine and human, 
are united and exiſt in one complex perſon. This 
indeed is evident from what hath been ſaid; for 
if it is proved that Chriſt has both a divine and a 
human nature, and that both theſe are affirmed of 
the ſame general perſonage; then theſe natures 
muſt co-exiſt in one perſon, however diſtinct and 
different they are. The divinity dwells not in the 
humanity merely as it once did in the Jewiſh Taber- 
nacle or Temple; without any other connexion 
but a viſible reſidence in ſuch places. Nor does 
it dwell in it merely as the Divine Spirit dwells 
and operates in the hearts of good men, 
as in his temples, 1 Cor. vi. T9. but has 1 
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ſonal union with them, Were this all, the Spirit 


might be ſaid to be incarnate as well as the Word; 


<« for the Father giveth not the Spirit by meaſure . 
unto his Son,” John iii. 34: But revelation 


_ aſſures us, that the Divine Word dwells in the 


human nature of Chriſt, and is conneQed*” with 


it in union greatly more, cloſe and intimate than 
theſe. As in man a rational, ſpiritual ſoul, and 
a material, animal body, natures eſſentially dif- 
ferent, are conjoined in one human perſon ; ſo 
the Divine Word, and a compleat human nature, 


though eſſentially and infinitely diftin&,” are 


united in one Immanuel in the complex per- 
ſon of our Bleſſed Redeemer. Accordingly, 
while the moſt ſacred oracles clearly affirm 
the divine and human natures of Chriſt, they as 
clearly, and by the very ſame evidence aſſure us, 
that theſe diſtin& natures are united and co-exiſt 


in one perſon. Thus Ifaiah repreſents Chriſt 


as the Child born, the Son given, and 


«© the mighty God the everlaſting . Father,” 
+ "The Son, whom he foretells the 


Jaiab ix. 8 

a was to bear, he affirms was to be Imma- 
nuel, God with us, or dwelling perſonally in our 
nature, for by that only could he dwell among 
us, and act for our intereſt, ſo that the name 
muſt be rather a perſonal, than an official one, and 
in its primary ſenſe implies the perſonal union of 
the Divine Word with our human nature, 
1/aiah vii. 14. remiah, or rather God by him, 
propheſies that Chriſt ſnould, in the ſame perſon, 


be a branch unto David, and Jehovah our righte- + 


ouſneſs, Fer, xxiii. 5, 6. The union of the divine 
and human natures in one perſon St. John de- 
clares in the cleareſt manner, when he tells us, 


that the Word who in the beginning was with 


God, 
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God;: and was God, was at Chriſt's - incarnation” 
made fleſh and dwelt. among us, and we beheld,.. . 


not their glories as two diſtinct perſons ; but his 
- glory as the only begotten of the Father, in whoſe 


complex perſon; both theſe natures were now 
united, John i. 2, 14. St. Paul repreſents theſe 
two natures under one perſon, when he affirms 
that Chriſt who was in the form of God, after 
aſſuming our nature, was found in the faſhion of 
2 man, and who in theſe. two natures thus con- 
joined, firſt; humbled; himſelf, and was then 


© exalted, Phil. ii. 6=9.- To intimate this per- 
ſonal union he calls him God manifeſt in the 
ffeſh - preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in- 


the world and received up into glory, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
He aſſures us, that of the Jews, as concerning 
the- fleſh, Chriſt came, who yet as to his divine 
6 ſabiiſtence;.confprehended in that general name 
< and perſon, is over all, God blefled for ever, 


Nam. ix. 5. In like manner the ſame Son of God, 


who is repreſented as the brightneſs of his Father's 


* 


220 85 and the expreſs, image of his perſon; who, 
as God, made and upholds the world, and as 


Sod-man purged our ſins, and then ſat on the 


right hand of the throne of God, is always re- 
preſented under one perſonal character, notwith- 
ſtanding the two diſtinct natures that are plainly 
aſeribed to him, Heb. i. 2, 3. And our Bleſſed 
Saviour, who muſt well have known the conſti- 
tution of his own perſon, includes under it both 
his natures, while he affirms of himſelf in the ſame 
perſon, I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 


< and the end, the farſt and the laſt, which. are 


the known characters of Deity in Scripture: yet 
he adds, I am the root and the offspring of 
4. Davide“ an evidence chat with his: Deity he 

0 | | 5 poſſeſſed : 
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in one complex perſon, Rev. xxii, 13, 16. 
As a conſequence and farther. proof of the 
union of theſe natures in one perſon, the proper- 
ties belonging to each nature are attributed to the 
ſame perſon. The actions proper to each nature 


are aſcribed to .the 2 perſon. The names 
is 


expreſfive both of his divinity and humanity, 
and of ' theſe united together, as the Word of 


God, Rev. xix. 13. The Man Chriſt Jeſus, - 


1 Tim. ii. 5. The Son of God, Matth. xxvi. 63. 
' The Son of Man, ver. 34. Immanuel, Wah, 
i. 23. The ſecond Man, and yet the Lord from 
Heaven, 1 Cor. xv. 47. all theſe are indiſ- 
criminately aſcribed to the one perſon of 


Chriſt. Nay the actions, and names, to the 


different natures, are from their co-exiſtence in 
the ſame perſon ſometimes reciprocated of each 
other, thoſe belonging to the divine . aſcribed 


to one of human, and thoſe belonging to the human 
being attributed to one of a divine nature. Thus 


God is ſaid to have purchaſed the church with 
his blood, Aas xx. 28. And God to have ex- 


preſſed his wy mankind in that he laid down 


his life for u 
be explained upon no other principle than the 
conjunction of the Deity and humanity of our 
Saviour in one perſon. By ſuch a perſonal union, 
every thing belonging to each of theſe natures 
may, in ſtricteſt language, be aſcribed to the com- 
mon perſon in whom they are united; and every 
thing belonging to, or done by, the general per- 
ſon, may be attributed to that perſon, characte- 
riſed from either of the natures of which that 
perſon conſiſts. - 
Thus it is evident from the cleareſt andfulleft 
teſtimony of the inſpired writings, that our 


„ I John iii. 16. Theſe things can 
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22 cur. Oo AND MAN, We, „ 
95 8 5 Saviour is truely God and truely man; 
| hat. in as, complex perſon, theſe natures, 
though perfectly Jiſtinct, are moſt intimately 
connected. "Thee primary truths it was neceſſary 
to eſtabliſh, as upon theſe our ſubſequent inqui- 
. ries into our Saviour's ſonſhip and dignity will W- 
- hinge. But the fuller explication of T union 
'of. theſe natures, and of the glorious perſonage 
they compoſe, belongs to the f n Aera 
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of Chris id the 100 the 1 Soi "of 
God, the proper Import of that C baratter, 
and the improper and unſcriptural PO in 
which it bas been applied to him. 


poſſeſſes both a divine and human nature, 
and thattheſe two natures are united in one perſon; 
we proceed next to ſhow that this glorious perſon 
is God's Son, his begotten Son, to aſcertain the 
proper notion of generation, and to ſhow the im- 
proper and .unſcriptural ſenſes in which Jus 
has been held to be the Son of God. 

1. The firſt thing here to be done * to prove 
that Chriſt is the Son, the begotten and proper 
Son of God ; for this is the fundamental article 
upon which the other parts of our plan do reſt, 
That Chriſt in ſome ſenſe is the Son of God, is 
ſo frequently and ſo expreſsly'deelared-in Serip- 
ture, that of thoſe who own' revelation, none can 
deny, all have acknowledged it. Before his in- 
carnation God the Father promiſes," ** I will be 


to him a Father, and he ſhall be to me a Son,) 


2 Sam. vii. 14. Heb. i. 5. At his conception by 
the Bleſſed Virgin, the angel announced to her, 
« That the holy perſon that ſhould be born of her 


„ ſhould be called the Son of God,” 'Zake'i, 35. 
At his baptiſm, his divine Father proclaimed 


from Heaven with proper ſolemnity, Chriſt's 
filial relation to him. This is my beloved Son 
*in whom I am well pleaſed,” Matth, iii. 17. = 
? N 
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CHRIST JESUS 
with equal clearneſs and ſolemnity repeated it at 
is tranfiguration, Matth. xvii. 5. Chriſt himſelf 
_ affirmed this his character and relation, calling 
God his Father, and declaring himſelf to be the 
Son of God, John xvit. 1. And his apoſtles 
; being aſked. by their maſter, who they thought he 
was unanimouſly replied, ** Thou art Jeſus, the 
Son of the living God, John vi. 69.“ and ſo fre- 


quently atteſted to this truth as makes any parti- 
cular quotations altagether unneceſſar yx. 


But Chriſt is not only affirmed in Scripture to 
be God's Son but his Son inthedtrift and proper 
- ſenſeof the word. By a proper Son we mean 6ne 
who is not adopted, is not merely created, nor has 
any metaphorical filiation; but one who is really 
begotten of his Father, and derives his perſon 
from him by a proper generation. And in this 


natural and proper ſenſe, all Scripture declares 


_ Chriſt to be the Son of God. Thus when God 
predicts the character of the glorious Meſſiah, 
he predicts him as his proper, his begotten Son. 

„ Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 

„„ thee,” Hſal. ii. 7, When St. John purpoſely 
treats the birth and perſon of his divine maſter, 
he reſts his Sonſhip on its proper foundation, his 
generation by the Father. The Word was made 


c glory, as of the only begotten of the Father,” 
Jobs i. 14. Our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf claims 
this character upon the ſame ground, when he 
ſays, God ſo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
« him, might not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
4 For God ſent not his Son intothe world, to con- 
c demn the world, but that the world through him 


might be ſaved ; he that believeth on him is not 


« condemned, he that believeth not is condemned 


_ <<. fleſh! and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
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Already, becauſe he believeth not on the only 
begotten Son of God,“ John iii. 16—18, St. Paul 
not only deſcribes him as the Son of God, the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs. 
image of his. perſon, which denote him clearly 
as God's proper Son, but gives us the moſt direct 
evidence of this important truth, by affirming, 
that when his Father bringeth the firſt-begotten 
into the world, he ſayeth, „Let all the angels 
« of God worſbip him,” Heb. i. 2, 3,6. Ac- 
cordingly the ſame. apoſtle, upon this natural 
and juſt foundation of Sonſhip, calls Chriſt God's 
own, or his proper Son, | He that ſpared" not 
e his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 


< how then ſhall he not with him alſo freely give 


„ us all things?” Rom. viii. 32. Such then are 
the numerous, clear and: conyanieing. proofs, di- 
vine revelation affords us that Chriſt is the Son, 


the begotten. Son of God, And all theſe pallages 3. 


that repreſent him as the Son of God, repreſent 
him as ſuch in his complex perſon. But this will 


be ſhewed more fully in its proper place. We 


proceed then, | 5 | 
II. To aſcertain the juſt notion of generation, 
which is To uniformly affirmed to be the proper 
ground of our Saviour's Sonſhip. This is a mat- 
ter of the utmoſt;importance to a proper diſcovery . 
and eſtabliſhment of the truth we are inveſtigating, 
The Sonſhip of our Bleſſed Saviour is uniformly. 
expreſſed in the ſame language that is applied to 


the generated ſons of men. Wherefore it is 


neceſiary to aſcertain in what generation, as ap- 
plied to human beings, eflentially conſiſts, that 


we may thence, .infer what it muſt import when 


applied to expreſs the generation of the Son of 
God. From inaccurate ideas of generation, 
many, if not moſt of the erroneous notions. con- 
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the Sonſhip of Chriſt have proceeded. 


cerning 


mine in what character our Bleſſed Saviour is held 


without life, Fob. xxxviii. 28. and ſometimes to 


the converſion of mankind to religion, 1 Cor. 
. 15. I Fobn.v. 1, 18. But this is only in a 
-metaphorical ſenſe. In ſtrict language it is appli- 
Cable only to the procreation of living beings; and 
when uſed for begetting ſons, it is in ior! ant  - 


* 


And, till this fundamental point is properly eſta- 
. bliſhed, it is impoſſible with accuracy to deter- 


forth to us in Scripture as the proper and begotten 
J SH 7 CE nioveq 013% * 
"ak apap ge or begetting is ſometimes in Serip- 

ture, and if common language, applied to things 


ſtricted to the production of the human offspring; 


and from the analogy there is betwixt them, tranſ- 


ferred to the generation of the Son of God. Gene- 


ration. conſiſts not in the production of a being into 


exiſtence, that had no ſort of exiſtence before. 


That is a creation, not a generation. 


Accordin 
to the moſt accurate diſcoveries, every animal, 


and human being, exiſts in a living, animalcular 


ſtate, previous to its generation. It exiſts in the ſa- 


ther, partaker of his nature, and one with him in 


eſſence, 


et diſtinguiſhed from him by its indivi- 
dual ſubſiſtence. This its original exiſtence and 


character depend not on the will of its father; 


but flow from the ſame conſtitution of ge as 
the father himſelf. Nor does generation conſiſt 
in = future acceſſion of paternal nature for the jn- 


creaſe of this human principle. While it continues 
in this original ſtate, it may exiſt with the father 


in the fame manhood; but never is, nor can be 


called his ſon: and as it cannot be denominated 


l the . ſon of the father, much leſs can it have a 


only a capability of connexion, but 


filial relation to its mother, with whom it has 


connected. 


is not yet 


THE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD. 2 
connected. In what then does generation pro- 
perly conſiſt? It conſiſts in the unition of 

- this original living principle, communicated. 
by the father as the chief conſtituent of 
the future child, with another and an ad- 
ditiqnal. ſubſtance derived from the mother in 
conception, 8 the complex perſon pro- 

. created of both, and who from this generation, 
and participation of the ſubſtance of both parents, 
is when born into the world called the ſon of both. 
This is the general and acknowledged theory.of 
generation. It ſuppoſes: a pre-exiſtence of the 
original living principle in the father, and 
which is of the ſame nature with him. It im- 
ports the acoeſſion of a proper ſubſtance alſo de- 
rived from the mother, as neceſſary to conſtitute. 
the complex. perſon or child, and give it con- 
nexion with, and relation and reſemblance to, 
each of its parents. This is performed by the agen- 
ey of the father, the activity of the original and ori- 

ginating principle, and the conception of the mo- 
ther. The original principle continues through 
its future exiſtence, as the chief conſtituent of 
the perſon begotten: yet by its union with an 
additional nature, its general character and name 
are changed. It is now. called a fon, a ſon be- 
gotten by his father, conceived and born of his 
mother, and partaking the nature of each parent, 

is indiſcriminately denominated from the one, or 

/ 45 5 

.  Suchare the terms in which the generation and 
conception of our Bleſſed Saviour are expreſſed in 
Scripture, and ſuch is their juſt import. When 
God repreſents the moſt important truths of re- 
ligion, - to be perceived and believed by his rea- 
ſonable creatures, he muſt repreſent them in terms 
the molt proper to expreſs the things ſigniſied as 
155 T 
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Ne really are; and to convey the knowledge of 
* 


m with. greateſt clearneſs to our minds. If 


metaphors are uſed, they muſt be ſuch as 1 


reſemble the things repreſented by them. In ſu 
figurative ſtyle, indeed, it is neither neceſſary 

nor poſſible that the agreement hold in every 
point. Yet it is abſolutely neceſſary that it hold 
in the capital ones; otherwiſe the "metaphor were 


uſed in vain; or, miſrepreſenting the thing meant 


to be deſcribed by it, were worſe than vain, But 
when the thing repreſented is not only greatly ana- 
logous to that from which the 3 N 1s 
taken, but in many things the ſame with it; 
the agreement between the ſign and the thing 
ſignified muſt be more full and particular. 
Such is the ſubje& of our preſent conſideration. 
In ſeveral particulars the Son of God in his gene- 


ration and character muſt widely differ from, and 


inflhitely tranſcend the generation of mere men 


by which it is explained to us; and there what- 


ever. correſponds not to the glorious ſubject muſt 


be removed, and the compariſon ſtop. But the 
conſtant unlimited + uſe of the metaphor, if we 
_ ought to call it fuch, by the God of truth, gives 


every Chriſtian the higheſt reaſon to believe it will 
hold in all the inſtances in which the compariſon 


is made and ought reaſonabiy to be interpreted: 


and from the general reſemblance of the ſubjects, 
we ſhall find that without either ſtraining the me- 
taphor, or degrading, in any reſpect, the divine 


perſon and character of our glorious Redeemer, it 


will apply in more inſtanees, and contribute more 
to illuſtrate this important article of our holy re- 


ligion, than at firſt view we may be apt to ima- 


ine. This declared analogy between the gene- 2 


ration of the ſons of men, and that of the Son of 


God, and the juſt notion wherein generation con- 
SINE Fo | * | — * 
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fiſts;-muſt be a proper touchſtone for determining 
the true ground and import of our Saviour's Son- 
ſhip. If in any of the explications that have 
been given of. this article, the eſſential ideas of 
generation do not apply at all, we need no other 
evidence that ſuch explications are falſe, The 
more fully any explication of the ſubject eorre- 
ſponds with thoſe terms in which God has defcri- 
bed; it, the greater evidenee we ſhalk have of its 
truth; and that which holds in every eſſential 
point will carry every proof that it is the true one. 
We.go on therefore: '.. 8 
III. To ſhew the improper and imperfect ſenſes 
.in which our Saviour has been repreſented as 
the Son of God, and the miſtaken or inſufficient 
evidence upon--which they have been founded. 
What ſome. of theſe ſenſes are, has been inti- 
mated in the Introduction: and many more are to- 
de met with, eſpecially among Socinian writers, 
who have repreſented their Saviour as the Son of 
God in every ſenſe imaginable, however nuga- 
tory and improper, provided they could deprive | 
him of what is not only his higheſt glory, but 
the chief ground of his being the begotten Son of 
God, the divinity of his perſon. But it were 
trifling to conſider opinions that are not only 
without all ſhadow of evidence from revelation, or 
the nature of the thing, but clearly repugnant to 
both. Theſchief ſenſes in which with any ap- 
pearante of evidence Chriſt has been conſwered 
as the Son of God, are the four. following, viz. 
From the generation of his divine perſon by the 
Father from all eternity. 2. From the miraculous 
formation of his human nature by the power of 
God at his incarnation, 3. From his confecra= | 
tion by God to the character and office of Meſſiah. 
4. From his reſurrection by the divine power from 
the dead, and the dignity and honour to which 
. he 
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in their order, and ſhall ſhow that none of them 
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he was exalted. Theſe we ſhall ſhortly examine 


anſwer properly to the character uniformly given. 
him as the begotten Son of God, nor are ſup- 
ported with real evidence from Scripture. —_ 

1. The firſt and moſt received opinion in which 


. Chriſt has been believed to-be the Son of God, 


holds kim. to have been generated as ſecond per- 
ſon of the Godhead by the firſt perſon from, all 
eternity, by which the divine eſſence and perfec- 
tions were communicated by the firſt perſon as the 
Father to the ſecond, as a Son thus begotten: of 
bim. In this ſenſe many of the fathers after the 
_ apoſtolic ages begun incautioufly to conſider 
- Chriſt as the Son of God, which paved the way 
"to Arianiſm. The Nicene and Poſt: Nicene fathers. 
however adhered' to this explication of his Son- 
' ſhip, imagining they could beſt maintain his co- 


eſſentiality with the Father in oppoſition to the 


Arians upon this ground. In this however there 
is a real miſtake ; for though by holding Chrift 
thus begotten of the Father, they ſeemed to 
- enſure to him. the fame eſſence, yet by giving 
him not an original ſelf-exiſtent, but a derived 
' divinity, ' they deprived him of ſome of the 
- moſt eſſential characters of ſupreme Deit), and 
ſo expoſed the caufe they meant to defend. The 
ſchoolmen afterwards, founding more upon 
the fathers” and their own metaphyſical theo- 
' ries, than upon an accurate ſtudy of the ſacred 
oracles, made it the diſtinguiſhing character of 
the firſt perſon in the Godhead to generate the 
ſecond ; and the perſona} property of the ſecond 
perſon, that he was generated by the firſt, and fo 
| held Chriſt to be the Son of God by the ge- 
- neration of his divine perſon. The divines of 
the reformed religion adhered to the — 
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THE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD: . 
of the popiſh ſchaolmen in this article, as the beſt _ 
ſcheme they: yet knew fy for maintaining the 


diyinity of Chriſt againſt the attacks made 
upon it by Arians and Socinians. By this 
means the generation of the ſecond perſon in the 
Godhead by the firſt, hath become a received ar- 
ticle in the creeds and confeſſions of the Pro- 
teſtant churches; .though many of our divines 
diſtinguiſhed for piety, . learning, and orthodoxy, 
have publickly called its truth and propriety in 
queſtion. But no church ſince the _ of the 
apoſtles is infallible. . Many have erred, and all 
of them might have erred. The ſcriptures are 
the only ſure foundation and infallible teſt of re- 
| vealed religion, and of every article of it. And 
if we accurately examine this ground of our Sa- 
viour's Sonſhip by this unerring ſtandard, we ſhall 
find that it has neither the propriety nor the evi- 
dence that has been generally believed. _ 
Chriſt's Sonſhip,.as we have ſhewed already, and 
will ſhow more fully afterwards, is affirmed of his 
complex perſon in general, but' this theory limits 
it to one nature only, Generation is not the pro- 
duction of a being that had no kind of exiſtence 
previous to its generation. But this opinion gives 
the ſecond perſon no ptoper and perſonal exiſ- 
tence previous to his generation by the Father ; 
for according to it every thing the Son has, is 
derived from the Father. If it ſhould be ſaid that 
the divine eſſence pre- exiſted to his generation, 
the anſwer is obvious, that that eſſence then be- 
longed wholly to the Father, and could not belong 
to the Son, till once it was conveyed to him, or 
he produced of it. Generation is the unition of a 
pre exiſtent, living principle, of the ſame nature, 
and neceſſary exiſtence as the Father, with an 
additional ſubſtance derived from the mother; 
8 ; Cs 15 "vs 
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dy which a complex perſon is begotten, poſſeſſing 
V the nature of both parents, and taking his liel 

1 name from both. But here the analogy does not 

hold in any one inſtance, but the ſign totallß 

KLontradicts the thing ſuppoſed to be ſignified by it. 

8 Tue Son, according to the ſcholaſtic explication, 

| derives his whole eſſence and exiſtence” from the 

Father. He is not only begotten of, but how- 
ever unintelligible it may ſeem, begotten in the 
Father. In his generation, no ſubſtance but 

from the Father is communicated to him. There 
is no complex perſon formed, no ſecond. parent 
from whom any part of a complex perſon is de- 
rived, and no foundation for different filial cha- 
racters from different parents; for by the fuppo- 
- fition, there is but one parent: fo that however 
his production may ,be called a communication of 
eſſence or exiſtence to another, it never with pro- 
priety can be called a generation: or if it were, 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to the received opinion 
of his perſonal proceſſion, would with at leaſt 
equal propriety be called the Son of the firſt and 
fecond, as the ſecond can be called the Son of the 
firſt perſon. Rr nd 7 
But as this view of our Saviour's Sonſhip has 
no probability. from the proper notion of genera- 
tion, ſo it has as little proof from direct Scrip- 
ture, The divine Logos, or. ſecond perſon of the 
Godhead, makes the principal conſtituent of the 
Son of God. On this account he is truly God, 
and the Son of God, and is affirmed to be ſo by 
the cleareſt evidence revelation can give. But 
the Scripture no where affirms that he is the Son 
of God by an eternal generation or production of 
his divine perſon; nor does it any where lead us 
to conſider his Sonſhip in that light, The paf- 
ſage often quoted in proof of this from Pſ. ii. 7. 
| 7 © Thou. 
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THE BEGOT TEN SON OF GOD. 33 

.« Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee,” conſidered in itſelf as expreſzly denoting . 
a a generation in time, conſidered in connection 
with both contexts which contain a prediction of 
the Meſſiah or Word incarnate, conſidered in the 
ſenſe of the Jewiſh paraphraſts, who all underſtpod 
it of the Meſſiah in human nature, and conſidered 
in the light in which the inſpired apoſtles confi. 
dered it, even as deſcriptive of God manifeſted: 

in the fleſh, Acts xiii. 33. proves no ſuch doc- 
trine as the generation of eternal 9 but, as 
we ſhall afterwards ſhow, puts the Sonſhip of 
Chriſt upon a much more natural, ſcriptural and 
proper footing. The eighth chapter of Proverbs 
has often been brought in proof of this opinion, 
and particularly theſe parts of it: The 
„Lord poſſeſſed me in the beginning of his way, 
c before his works of old. I was ſet up fronr 

“ everlaſting, from the beginning, or ever the 
„ earth was; when there were no depths | Was 
brought forth, when he prepared the heavens,. 
„and when he appointed the foundations of the 
« earth, then I was by him as one brought up. 
„ with him, and I was daily his delight, rejoic- 
ing always before him, rejoicing in the habi- 
<« table parts of the earth, and my delights were: 
with the ſons df men,” Prev. viii. 2231. Theſe 
words many have thought apply to our Bleſſed 
Saviour; and intimate the efernal generation of. 
his divine perſon, as the Son of God. But this is. 
building more upon them than the foundation will 
bear. There is perhaps no paſſage of Scripture: 
of more uncertain and various interpretation 
than the one here mentioned, Of the moſt ju- 
dicious interpreters, ancient and modern, ſome. 
have underſtood it only of wiſdom conſidered as 

a perfection of the Deity, and ſome of a perſon 
G3 in. 
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in the Godhead. Of thoſe in the laſt. opinion, 
ſome, of the fathers underſtood it of the Son, 
and ſome of the Holy Spirit. Of thoſe who un- 
derſtood it of the Son, ſome applied it to his di- 
vine perſon; others extended” it alſo to his hu- 
man nature. The orthodox uſed it to prove 
_ Chrrft's eternal exiſtence and ſupreme Divinity z 
the, Arians employed it to prove that his Deity 
„ Was ohly created. and inferior; fupported-'as- . 
they thought by the authority of the Septua- 
Lone verizon, which renders the word 1131p the 
ord poſſeſſed me, by eve the Lord created 
me. And of late ſeveral writers from a conviction 
that it“ would neither apply well to ſu- 
preme Divinity, nor could ever be underſtood 
of a created Deiry, have conſidered it as im- 
Porting the antemundane creation and pre-ex- 
iſtence of Chriſt's human ſoul in union with. 
the Divine Word, to which all thefe texts 
would be of more eaſy application, But if 
we accurately examine this paffage, - we ſhail 
hind with many + of the beſt interpreters, that 
there is no ſolid ground upon which-it can be 
applied to Chriſt at all. Solomon, in this as 
in moſt parts of this book, is deſcribing and 
recommending . wiſdom ; by which he means, as 
Jews commonly did, that great intellectual and 
moral principle in the mind, either of God or 
man, by which we form the beſt and worthieſt 
deſigns in mind, and carry them forward into 
a wiſe and a virtuous courſe of life. To give a 
clearer and nobler deſcription of the comprehen- 
ſive excellence, he by a figure frequent with 
all writers, and ell with Solomon, wherever 
wiſdom is his theme, deſcribes. her under the 
| image of a living perſon. Thus in the begin- 
ning of the chapter he repreſents her as. a 
female, which ſhows he meant only a moral 
quality 
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THE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD; 35 
quality or virtue, not the ſecond perſon. of the 
Godhead, who is always deſcribed in the, maſ- 
culine gender, John i. 3, 4. Thropghout the 


firſt part of it he deſcribes the happy in 
wiſdom on individuals and kingdoms. Lo aggran- 
diſe our ideas of wiſdom, and recommend her 
more effet ually to our approbation and choice, he 
riſes from man to God, and repreſehts wiſdom as 
co. eſſential and .co-eval with the Divine, Mind it- 


_ . ſelf, called forth to. direct his eternal councils, 


and accompanying every gxertion of his, power 
in creating the material, particularly the ter- 
reſtrial ſyſtem, and in adapting all things upom it 
for the benefit of man, who was to pe lord of the 
whole. After which he repreſents wiſdom as 
calling upon mankind to follow her dictates in 


all. religion and virtue, in oppoſition to that. courſe: 


of folly and- wickedneſs deſcribed before and at- 
ter it. With this folly wiſdom 1s here plainly 
contraſted ;z- but that none might be at a Joſs 
what Solomon meant by it, he tells us in the 
_ concluſion of his noble pancgyric, * The fear of 

„the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom, and, the 
„ knowledge of the Holy is underſtanding,” 


” » 
9 
» 
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uence of 


chap. ix. 10. Thus there is nothing in this part 


of Scripture, accurately conſidered, that indicates 
any reference to the perſon of Chriſt. Its de- 
ſcribipg him not as a co-apent with God, as all 
. Ecripture repreſents. the Divine Word in the. 
works of creation, John i. 1, 2, 3. Col. i. 16. 
but as an attendant or companion, ſtrongly inti- 


mates, , that the wiſdom which is common to all 


the perſons in the Deity, not any particular 
perſon, was there meant, The total ſilence of 
the New Teſtament directs us to carry it no far- 


ther, as neither Chriſt nor any of his - apoſtles 
make the remoteſt reference to it, which we 


8 might. 
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_ have expected they would have done, if it 
had contained ſo eminent a proof of his Divinity 
or of his Sonſhip as has been afterwards imagined. 
But if we ſhould even ſuppoſe it to relate to this: 
great object, though there is no ſolid ground for it, 


Fept it muſt be underſtood inyã fenſe agreeable to 
the juſt import of the original text, agreeable to 
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the nature of its ſuppoſed ſubject, an agreeable to 


the other paſſages of Scripture, that treat that 
' ſubject in a clearer manner, in which caſe it 
would neither prove the eternally begotten, yet ſu- 
feme Deity of the Athanaſians, nor the created 
| | Deity of the Arians ; as, if neceffary, or conſiſt- 
C7 4 ent with the brevity of our plan, were eaſy to de- 
Sn, * monſtrate. | 


Agur's queſtion related Prov. xxx. 4. What 

« is his name, or what is his Son's name, if thou 
| & canſt tell?“ has alſo been urged in evidence, 
N that Chriſt is the Son of God, by the generation 
of his divine perſon. But this alſo, when proper- 
ly examined, falls ſhort of the point. By many 
of the moſt judicious interpreters, this paſſage 
1 has been underſtood to relate not to God, but to 
= man. The Prophet, having been confulted by 

his ſcholars Ithiel and Ucal, on man 
ſubjects regarding God (and his works, he, wit 

that modeſty that is ever attendant on true 
_ wiſdom, expreſſes his imperfection in knowledge; 
and that neither he nor any other man that ever 
lived could fully explain theſe ſublime ſubjects. 
For who hath aſcended up into heaven, fays 
he, or deſcended? who hath gathered the' wind 
in his fiſts? who hath bound the waters in a 
garment ? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the 
earth? what is his name, if there ever was ſuch 
a man? or if he himſelf has been long dead, 
what is the name of his ſon or oft-ſpring ? 
| | Others 
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TIE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOP. 3 
Others finding that the word Tthiel ſignifies in 
the Hebrew B God with me; and that 
_ Chriſt ſeems to have alluded to Agur's queſtion, 
when he ſays, no man hath aſcended up to hea- 
ven, but he that came down from heaven, even 
the Son of man which is in heaven, John iii. 13. 
have, by a leſs natural explication, applied this 
| paſſage to God and his Son. But in neither of 
| theſe ſenſes will it prove that the ſecond perſon of 
the Godhead' derived His divine perſon by gene- 
ration from the firft, The former ſenſe has not 
the ſmalleſt relation to this ſubject: and the lat- 
ter, if we ſhould admit it on its own principles, as 
prophecied by Agur, and applied by Chriſt, 
would repreſent him as the Son of God; not as 
God only, but as God- man; or as Chriſt himſelf 
explains it, the Son of man, which includes not 
only his divine but his human nature, | 
everal texts have alſo been brought from the - 
New Teſtament in proof of this notion of our 
Saviour's Sonſhip, but they are equally inconclu- 
five. St. John, when he zſſures us, that Chriſt 
is the only begotten Son, who is in the boſom 
„ of the Father, and who hath declared him,“ 
John i. 18. affirms Chriſt to be the begotten Son of 
God ;burnot as to his divine perſon only, as many 
have injudiciouſly thought, but as to. his com- 
plex perſon : for in that character he had declar- 
ed God to man, and in that character he had 
aſcended to God, and was then in his bo- 
fom. The declaration of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, that he and his Father are one, John x. 
30. proves the unity of their divine eſſence, de- 
monſtrates at the ſame time that they are different 
perſons, and evinces that they are ſome- how re- 
lated as Father and Son; but neither determines 
the ground of paternal character in the 
one, 


ee enen 
one, nor of filial relation in the other; or if-ic - 
does, iniplies that Chriſt is the Son of God in 
the complex perſonage in which he then exiſted 

and called 2 bis Father, which, ſo far trom 
- proving the eternal generation of his divine per- 

ſon, proves, as we ſhall ſee, ſamething very dif- 
ferent. In like manner the paſſage in the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, i, 8. To the Son he ſayeth, 
„ Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever, the 
„ ſceptre of thy kingdom is a ſceptre of righte- 
- < ouſneſs,” proves beyond all diſpute that the 
Son of God is God, and that his divine nature 
is eſſential to his Sonſhip and the chief 
ground of it : but affirms not that he is God's 
©. Don. in this nature only, or that he holds 
bis divine exiſtence by any act of genera- 
tion. It is taken from the xlyth Pſalm, which 
contains a prophetic deſcription of the perſon and 
| kingdom of the glorious Meſſiah, or Word in- 
cCarnate. In tbis ſenſe it is applied to Chriſt by 

the Apoſtle, and in place of proving that he be- 
came the Son of God, by the eternal generation 
of his divine perſon, it proves that he was God, 
co-eſſential, co- equal, and co- eternal with the 
Father, and was begotten as his Son, when he 
Was incarnate as Meſſiah. 1 FLEE 
Nor will the expreſſions of Chriſt's coming 
forth from the Father, of God's ſending his Son 
into the world, and of the Son of God his be- 
ing manifeſted. to take away our fins and deſtroy 
the works of. the devil, prove Chriſt to have ex- 
jiſted as Son of God previous to his incarnation, 
For theſe phraſes, with equal propriety of lan- 
guage and more conſonancy to Scripture, will 
apply to his appearance as God-man, In com- 
mon language a man is ſaid to come into the 
world when he is born; and revelation adopts the 
| 5 common 
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common language of mankind, to convey its 


truths to them. Yet that we may have no doubt 


4 


in a matter of ſo much importance, it aſſures us 


that this and nothing elſe is the proper meaning 


of the expreſſions mentioned. Thus ſays Chriſt, 
« ] came forth from the Father and am come 
« into the world, and I leave the world and go 
« to the Father, Fohbn xvi. 28. where, as the 


laſt clauſe plainly deſcribes him as the. Word 
made fleſh and dwelling among mankind ; fo 
muſt the firſt. ' “ As the Father hath ſent me 


« into the world, ſays Chriſt, ſo ſend I you 
« into the world,” Tahn xvii. 13. where the firſt 
muſt relate. to the miſſion of Chriſt as Meſſiah 


the Saviour, as the laſt expreſſes Chriſt's com- 
miſſion to his apoſtles to be the miniſters of his 
falvation. And when it is ſaid, „the Son of 
«© God was manifeſted to take away our fins,” 
or to deſtroy the works of the devil,” 1 John 


ili. 5, 8. the meaning of it is plainly this, that God 


was then manifeſted in the fleſh, 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
for in this complex perſon only did he appear 
and accompliſh theſg events. So that theſe paſ- 
ſages, if they denote Chriſt to be Son of God, 
hold him forth to be ſo, not by any generation 
of him as God from eternity, but as God -· man in 
the fulneſs of time. e l n 
But it is unneceſſary to inſiſt longer upon 
theſe or other paffages from the New Teſta- 
ment, that have been quoted to prove our Savi- 
our the Son of God, as he is ſecond perſon 
of the Godhead, "begotten of the firſt from all 
eternity, as there is no paſſage in Scripture that 
holds forth any ſuch doctrine. | TSS. 
That Chriſt is God; or a divine perſon co- 
- exiſting with the other perſons in the ſame God- 


kead, revelation gives ys lnnumerable evidences: 
| that 


— 


1, 5 CHEAT IESHOS:..,. -. 
that lie is a begotten God, or holds his exiſtence, 
by generation, there is not one. That his cha- 
racter, Son of God, and begotten Son of God, in- 
cludes his divine perſon, and is founded in the union 
of that divine perſon with his human nature, the 
whole tenor of revelation demonſtrates; but it 
gives us no reaſon to believe him the Son of God in 
any other ſenſe. Some hundred times is Chriſt 
mentioned as the Son of God, in the ſacred 
Scriptures, but never in one inſtance as he is 
God only. And theſe texts that have been miſ- 
applied to his divine perſon only as God, we 
Mall clearly ſhew in the next chapter do all re- 
late to his complex perſon as God- man. 
Ilmprobable from the declared ground of our 
Saviour's Sonſhip, and unproved by any evi- 
dience of Scripture, this doctrine has as little ſup- 
port from its congruity to the divine nature, or 
its neceſſity to preſerve the ſupreme divinity of 
the Son;; but much the contrary. We know 
little of the divine efſence and manner of exiſt- 
ence, and. ſhould ſpeak of: them modeſtly. But 
according to the beſt notions we can form of it, 
7 from — 2 or revelation, the Deity muſt be one 
infinite, immutable, all- perfect, and all bleſſed: 
nature; comprehending in it a Trinity of; perſo- 
nal ſubſiſtences, co-efſential with that nature, and 
with one another, and ſo all of the ſame neceſſary 
exiſtence, of the eee, eee. of the ſame 
eternity, of the ſame infinite and univerſal per- 
fection with that divine eſſence in which they all 
exiſt, and with each other as being the ſame 
: in eſſence, and in all eſſential perfections, how- 
* ever diſtinguiſhed in perſonal ſubſiſtence. This 
puts the doctrine of the Frinity more upon its 
truly natural, and ſcriptural foundation, than the 
33 | 5 ſcholaſtie 


THE BEGO T TEN SON OF GOD. 45 
ſcholaſtic theory admitted into the churches, of 
one divine perſon begetting another divine per- 
ſon, and yet this ſecond divine perſon co- eternal 
with the firſt who begat him, and theſe divine 
perſons again producing a third! divine perſon, 

who yet is -co-eternal with the former ones, 

* which at firſt fight ſeems inconſiſtent with the 
immutability ot the divine nature and the ſelf- 
exiſtence and ſupreme Deity of the Word and 

\ Spirit... Such a theogony might eaſily be received 
by the beathen Polytheiſts, but is without all 

ſolid foundution in the inſpired oracles. It hath 
involved the Chriſtian doctrine of the Trinity 
in difficulties inexplicable: and while it hath 
been thought to ſtrengthen and ſecure the divinit 
of the Son, it hath in reality weakened it. It 
ives him nothing but a derived communicated 
divinity or divine exiſtence, when all Scripture, 
and all reafon as directed by Scripture, holds alt 
real divinity to be equal and the ſame; and by 

x this means it has given a greater advantage to 
the enemies of our Saviour's Godhead, and of the 
Chriſtian religion in general, than perhaps any 
thing beſides. | 2 5 . 

2. Senfible of the impropriety of this doctrine, 
and of. the infufficiency of its evidence, others 
have held Chriſt to be the Son of God from his 
human nature only, and its miraculous formation 
by the divine power in the Bleſſed Virgin; This 
explication has been adopted both by friends and 
by enemies to our Saviour's divinity: by its 
friends, to fecure his ſupreme Deity againſt the 


ob jections to ĩt drawn from its being generated by 
the Father: and by its enemies, to get free of the 
argument for his real Deity drawn from the ſame 
eneration. The Semiarians, who hold Chriſt to 
ave a divinity, but inferior to ſupreme 9 
| adhere 
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44ͤͥð ᷣ· CHRIST JESUS | : 
adhere, to the former explication of his Sonſhip, 
we have conſidered and expoſed. The Socinians, . 
who deny. the proper divinity of their Redeemer 
"4 e and hold him to be nothing but a 
creature more exalted and God- like, have em- 
braced the expoſition of it we are now to conſi- 
der. But as little can this explication be admit- 
ted, if either the. teſtimony of revelation, or the 
nature of 'the thing is allowed to be:decifive. To 
ſuppoſe Chriſt to be the Son of God merely from 
the preternatural formation of his*human nature 
by the divine power, will. neither agree with 
the natural ground and criterion of this character, 
his generation by the Father, nor is ſupported by 
«over and direct evidence from Scripture. 
The character, Son, of God, is given in 
- Scriptute, to his complex perſon, and fo includes 
both the natures that therein co-exiſt, | But 
this explieation limits it to one of them, and to the 
one too which-is infinitely. the loweſt, Genera- 
tion requires that the principal-conſtituent of the 
Son be of the ſame. nature with his. Father, pre- 
.exiſt with him as a living principle in. the ſame 
ſubſtance, and be communicated by him to unite 
with another nature derived from the mother ſo 
. as to conſtitute: the complex perſon generated the 
Son of both. But in no inſtance will this apply to 
the mere formation of the human nature of 
Chriſt. It never was and never can be of the 
ſame nature with God. It never pre- exiſted in 
God as a diſtinct yet conſubſtantial principle in 
his eſſence. It never was communicated from 
that eſſence to the Virgin Mother, ſo as to de- 
nominate her Son in any propriety of language 
the begotten Son of God. His human ſoul, as 
it was to exiſt in union with a divine perſon, we 
may well believe was created a ſpirit of hy 
Cle: 


THE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD. 43 
bleſt nature and the higheſt endowments,” But, 
as all the characters formerly mentioned as be- 
longing to it teſtify,” it was ſtill but a creature, 
however exalted. As all Others ſpirits were, 
and as all finite ſpirits muſt be, it was created . = 
from non- exiſtence into being by his almighty. = 
power: This therefore was not a generation, but f 
a creation; and being common to Chriſt with 
every individual of tit human kind could: 
not confer upon him the peculiar and diſtinguith= 
ing character, the only begotten Son of God. 
His body too was foretold to be prepared by- 
God, P/al. xl. 6. Heb. x. 5. and was formed by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, Zate i. 35. But 
this, though a ſupernatural formation, was nat 
a proper generation. The 1 
of his body was not of the fubſtance of the Divine 
Spirit, nor conveyed from him, but organized of 
the ſubſtance of the Virgin Mary. If this were 
meant of his generation, it would make Chrift- 
as much the Son of the third as of the firſt per- 
fon, which is never affirmed of him. But it can- 
no more be ealled a generation, and contains 
nothing more. divine than the formation of the 
body of Adam from the earth, or of Eve of a 
part from Adam's ſide, which perſons, though ſons. 
of God by creation, never are and never can be 
called his begotten children. | 4 
As this opinion has not the ſmalleſt evidence 
from the nature of generation, it has as little from 
expreſs declarations of Scripture. Theſe divine 
oracles always include Chriſt's humanity in their 3 
repreſentations of his Sonſhip, but never reſt it _ 
on that nature alone. They inform us that the AM 
Holy Ghoſt came upon the Bleſſed Virgin, and 
that the power of the Higheſt did overſhadow - 
ker, and that therefore alſo, or upon this ae- 
bs | ; count... © * 
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7 4 CHRIST JESUS | 
\_-__ * count, in connection with ſome higher one, that 
baoly thing that ſhould be born of her ſhould be 
Called the Son of God, Luſe i. 35. They. af- 
ſiure us, it was God's Son whom the huſbandmen 
agreed among themſelves to kill, Late xx. 13, 
Ihe God's Son, who as to his human nature 
' , While on earth, knew not the time appointed of 
God for the judgment of the world, Mark. xiii... 
43 32. the Son of God, whom God ſpared not but 
gelivered him up for us all, Nom. viii. 3a. and 
| through whoſe death, when we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God, Rom. v. 10. All 
theſe Scriptures evince that the Son of God poſ- 
ſeſſes a human. as well as a divine nature, and 
ſome of them that his perſon, as Son,, conſiſts of 
both. But that this diſtinguiſhing: incommuni- 
cable character of the begotten, the only begot- 
ten Son of God is founded merely in the forma - 
tion of his human nature, no revelation of God 
bas declared, the nature of the thing does not 
admit, and no judicious man will believe. The 
former opinion placed the foundation of his Son- 
ip too high, to conſiſt with his felf-exiſtent : 
and ſupreme Divinity 3 this places. it too low,; to 
| conſtitute the high character of the begotten Son 
of God. The firſt, from being God neceſſarily 
- exiſtent, and eo eternal with the other perſons, 
reduces him to a generated, derived and dependent 
.divinity. The ſecond, of man, raiſes him to be the 
begotten Son of God, which Scripture and reaſon 
aaſſure us, muſt imply divinity. - And both ſepa- 
8 rate what they ought to have conjoined, and reſt 
his Sonſhip on one of his natures, when, as we 
mall ſhow, it conſiſts in the proper conjunction 
of them. i | | 
23. Convinced therefore that in neither of theſe 
views: Chriſt can juſtly be conſidered as the _— . 
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Sf God, pthers have applied this diſtinguiſhing 
Character to the office of Meſſiah or Mediator, 


= 


— 
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with which he was by the Father inveſted. This 
opinion many of the Socinians have embraced, 


Scripture, in oppoſition to the general faith of 


that it might free them from believing their Sa- 
wiour's divinity, againſt which, in oppoſition to. 


- 


the Chriſtian church, anq in oppoſition to the na- 


tural propenſion of mankiiu, to glory in the dig- 


nity of the author of their religion, theſe ſtrange 


Chriſtians have a moſt unreaſonable prejudice. 
Some oͤf the firmeſt friends of our Lord's Avinit 5 
have of late alſo eſpouſed this explication of hie 
Sonſhip, rather than admit either of the former 
ones, Which are neither probable in themſelves, 


nor proved by Scripture. This explica- 
tion has indeęd one advantage over both the pre- 


ceeding ones, viz. that it holds Chriſt in his 
whole mediatorial perſon to be the Son of God, as 
the Scripture clearly holds him to be, and ſo in- 


cludes both his natures, one or other of which 
the former opinions left out. Vet it labours un- 
der a greater inconvenience and impropriety than 
either of them: it confounds the moſt diſtinct 
perſonal with a merely official title: it overlooks 


the ſubſtantial perſon evidently characterized in 
Scripture as God's begotten Son, and applies a 


perſonal name, not to the perſon it deſcribes, but 
to the office he bears, This opinion, though 
patronized by names I much love and honour, is 


without all ſolid foundation, either in the ohject 


it relates to, or in the declarations of. Scripture, 


It applies moſt improperly to the term Son, and 


is totally inconſiſtent with the title of a begotten, 


an only begotten one. In the former explication 
the characteriſtical ground of our Saviour'sfiliation 


and perſon, might have ſome application, though 
very 


Wig 


1 CHRIST JESUS | 
very imperfect; but in this it can have none, 
Every idea of generation and Sonſhip is totally ex- 

*cluded, and the moſt expreſs and uniform decla- 

rations of thetn in Scripture are intirely perverted. 

a into metaphor and improprie ey. 
© As this opinion is inconſiſtent with the general 

terms in which revelation affirms and explains 


. —_— . our Saviour's. ſonſhip, it cannot be expected to 
_=— have ſupport from any particular parts of it. 
_ _ * Thoſe words of our Bleſſed Saviour to the Jews, 


=: “Say ye of him whom the Father hath ſanQtified 
ix > «© and ſent into the world, thou blaſphemeſt, be- 
& cauſe I ſaid I am the Son of God,” John x. 36, 
have been often adduced in proof of this doctrine, 
but do not prove it. Our Saviour in his public 
diſcourſe had called God his Father, and affirmed 
that he and his Father were one, ver. 30. The 
1 accuſed him of blaſphemy, who 
being in their apprehenſion a man only, called 
himſelf God and the Son of God. Jeſus. in 
vindication of what he had ſaid, refers his adver- 
faries to a part of their own inſpired writings, 
Pſalm Ixxxii. 6. where princes or prophets to 
1 whom the word of God came, inveſting them 
_ with theſe offices, are called Gods and children 
—_— of the Moſt High: and if ſuch perſons, from 
8 their mere commiſſion from God, and in lan- 
guage plainly metaphorical, were called children 
of God, much more may he whom the Father 
had ſanctified or conſecrated to the office of Meſ- 
ſiah by the union of a divine perſon with his 
holy human nature, Zuke i. 35. and who as his 

| begotten Son was ſent into the world, affirm him- 
ſelf to be the Son of God. They were, God's 
ſons by conſecration and office, he was God's Son 
by generation alſo and in perſon. They became 
the ſons of God after they came into the worms 

| | ; 1 2. 
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birth. 


official and metaphorical, like that of the 


he refers to, but that he was the Son of God, 
not in that only, but in a much higher ſenſe, 
and which can apply to — = 1 his 
begotten and proper Son. Man ages 

5 bethe Mer: 
ſiah, and call Meſſiah, or Chriſt, the Son of 
Theſe ſhow that the characters Son of 
God and. Meſſiah apply to the ſame perſon, but 
are applied to him on the ſame 
The firſt relates to his perſon, and de- 
notes his filial relation to his Father: the ſecond 
expreſſes his office, and that to that office he was 
anointed and - conſecrated by him. His being 


of Ber 


God. 


not that tin 
ground. 


ipture affirm the Son of God to be the 


HE BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD. 177 
And when called to their office ; Chriſt was born 
into the world in this character, and held it not 

by his conſecration, at his baptiſm, 
have imagined, but Was the Son of God, as the 

Seripture often teſtiſies, from his conception and 
Their ſonſhip, like the divinity there 
aſcribed to them, Was 8 figurative, but his 
was natural and proper. | 
did not think fit at that time particularly to ex- 
plain, any more than his eſſential unity with his 
Father. But from the general. characters in 
which he deſcribes it as being brought with him 
into the world, he intimates, it was not merely 


as ſome 


his ſonſhip Chriſt 


rſons 


conſecrated to the office of Mediator may impl 
that he.is the Son of God, for none elſe can 6.7 4 


ſeſs that character and diſcharge | 
but it+is never aſſigned in Scripture, and in the . 
nature of things never can 
foundation of his Sonſhi p. 
4. One explication more has been given of our 
Saviour's Sonſhip that merits any conſideration, 


the offices of it; 


be aſſigned as the 


which is, that he is ſo called on account of his re- 


ſurrection by the divine power from the. dead. 


, 


But 


„ nnr ses 


But this is equally improper and unſupported xv 


the former. He was declared to be the Son 
of God with power, according to the ſpirit: of 
6 holineſs by his reſurreion from the dead,” 
(Rom. i. 4. But this did not make him God's 
» if Sion, butonly declared him to be. ſo. He is cal- 
led the firſt-begotten and the firſt- born from the 
„ dead, Rev. i; 18. and 5. for the word in both 
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my *' places is the ſame. . But this does not expreſs 
_ , that proper generation' by which he became the 
= Son of God, for God, angels and men, had all 
= - > nfcribed this generation and Sonſhip to him be- 
= fore, This generation we ſhall ſee commenced 
{ \ at his incarnation, when the divine eternal Word 
1 4 was made fleſh ; and as he reſumed this fleſh, 
1 und entered anew upon his complete life, his 
reſurrection is repreſented as a ſort of regenera- 
tion. It did not conſtitute him the Son of God, 
=. but only refers us to the proper ground of it. 
= . His incarnation declares this character, Son of 
{ | | Gd, to belong to Chriſt, and raiſes Chriſt to 
A the honour due to this character. Theſe things 
| are fo evident in themſelves as to require no con- 
_* - gcirmation.Chriſt is God's begotten. Son, which his 
4 reſurrection did atteſt, and neceſſarily ſuppoſed, 
bf but, could not conſtitute. And he is called his 
4 only begotten Son, by which he is perſonally 
4 diſtinguiſhed and exalted above the whole crea- 
| tion; but multitudes roſe with him at his reſur-. 
| 8 rection, and the whole world ſhall be raiſed by 
4. Himatthe laſt day. Such are the chief opinions 
| upon this long debated ſubjet. They have all 
ariſen from inaccurate ideas of generation, a par- 
tial view of the glorious perſon it is affirmed of, 
and an attention only to thoſe Scriptures that 
ſeemed in any degree to ſupport the different 
r theories 
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theories which different writers have adopted on 
this article, without conſidering the doctrine of 
Scripture in general. None of them agree with 


the declared ground. 'of our Saviour's Sonſhip, *- 


his proper generation by the Father. None of. 
them are ſupported by any clear, | general and : 


conſiftent voice of revelation. Some of them are 


altogether falſe and foreign to the ſubject; and 
chots which have any relation to it, exhibit often 

ſuch miſtaken, and always ſuch imperfect views of 
it, as come greatly ſhort of the real truth. But the 
proper exhibition and eſtabliſhment of this point 
hall be the ſubject of the next chapter. 
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ao proved that-in the perſon of our Bleſſed 

| - Saviour, there co-exiſt - two diſtin natures, 
15 Wie) and humanity, with all the eſſential pro- 
perties belonging to each. I have ſhowed that 
this complex p perſon is called the Son of God, his 
proper, his begotten ; his peculiar, his only be- 
gotten Son. 1 have aſcertained the proper no- 
„ tion of generation, and have expoſed the impro- 
per and unſcriptural ſenſes in which this charac- 
ter of our Saviour has been hitherto explained. I 
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_—_ proceed now to ſhow directly in what ſenſe Chriſt 
hs I is the Son of God, ang to <fabliſh this point by 
_ | | unqueſtionable evidence. | 
_ 
=_. - 1. Son is a perſonal name, NY muſt therefore 
_ be underſtood as relating immediately to the 
_— 
= perſon of Chriſt. As this glorious, perſon con- 
708 if ' 129 tains two natures, the divine and the human, 
1 he can be canceived to be the Son of God 


An three reſpects, and in three only. Theſe 
Kere, the generation of his divinity, as econd per- 
ſion in the Godhead; the ſupernatural formation 

of his human nature, by the power of God; or, 
laſtly, the unition of theſe two natures in his in- 
.carnation, producing his complex perſon, as 
God- man. The rl we have ſhowed is too high 
to conſiſt with the equal divinit 95 eternity, and 
. ſelf-exiſtence, which every perſon in the ſame 
üimmutable Deity muſt poſſeſs. The ſecond is 

--- 200 low to found the high character which, in ſu- 

| | Perentinence to God's whole created offepring, is 

aſcribed 
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CHRIST. THE SON "OF. GOD, &c. 51 | 
| aſcribed to Chriſt, even that he is God's only be- 
gotten Son. . God ſeems ſo repug- 5 
nant to our notions of Deity, that as men 
we can never conceive it; and having no real 
foundation in Seripture, as Chriſtians we cannot 
believe it. A generated man, if a man ny 
and begotten of man, we can eaſily. comprehen 
but a mere man, begotten by God, is inconcetv- 
able and impoſſible ; and therefore Chriſt can as 
little-be the Son:of God in this reſpect. But as 
theſe-ſeem. both of them (impoſſible, fo both of 
them are repugnant to every. idea of genera- 
tion, which the Scripture always aſſigns as the 
proper ground of the Sonſhip ef Chriſt. A ge- 3 
neration of the firſt perſon by the ſecond might bee 
a production; or if in the ſame numerical eſſence, 3 
would be a reproduction of the ſame eſſence under 
another ſubſiſtence, not a generation. In like 4 
manner the production of Chriſt's human nature | = 
may be called a creation, with regard to his ſoul, 4 
; = a formation, with reſpect of his body; but _— 
neither can be called a generation; much leſs ſuch 
a generation as could conſtitute him the Son of 
God, which requires him to have a divine con- 
ſtituent principle, and that principle communi- 
cated from the Father. But as theſe explications 
are incompatible with the natures of Chriſt, ſo 
we have ſhowed they have as little conſiſtency 
with, or evidence from, Scripture. As both his 
Deity and humanity unite in the perſon of ' 
| Chriſt, the Son of God. is ſometimes characteriſed 
from the one nature, and ſometimes from the 
other. And this is one chief reaſon why different 
and oppoſite. theoriſts have not only gone into 
different opinions, but have ſome appearance of 
evidence from Scripture in ſupport of them. But 
though revelation ſometimes holds forth the 
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52 CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, - 

Son of God in one nature and ſometimes in an- 
other, it never, in one inſtance, reſtricts his Son- 

\. ſhip to either of theſe natures alone, but always 
includes alſo the other nature, "This we ſhowed 
in all thoſe - paſſages that proved Chriſt, in his 
general perſon, to be the Son of God, and will 
ſhow more fully in the ſequel of this chapter. 
But what does all this impart ? If, according to 
the cleareſt dictates of reaſon nd revelation, 

Chriſt neither is nor can be the Son of God in 
the firſt nor in the ſecond of theſe ſenſes men- 
tioned, he muſt be ſoin the third. If he is not the 
Son of God from the-generation either of his di- 
vine or of his human nature, he muſt of necẽſſity 
be his Son on account of the proper conjunction 
of them in one complex perſon, for there is no 
other perſonal reſpect in which this 3 and 
relative name can be given him. & 

2. That Chriſt is the Son of God in this ſenſe 

will be farther evident when it is conſidered that 
this agrees perfectly with the notion of gene- 
ration, which is uniformly declared in Scripture 


to be the foundation of our Saviour's Sonſhip, and 


conſequently is the criterion and teſt by which 
the proper ſenſe of this character muſt be deter- 
mined. Without this eſſential criterion every 
theory that can be adopted is rendered incapable 
of other proof. But poſſeſſed of this, an ex- 
plication of this article is not only ſuſceptible of 
other Scriptural evidence, but carries the funda- 
mental evidence of its truth in its own boſom. 

The want ot this muſt for ever reprobate the for- 
mer explications; for to none of them would the 
eſſential ideas of generation apply. But what 
confirms this ſenſe is, that the character of a be- 
gotten Son requires this explication; it can hold 


with * in no other; and holds in this with 
8 amazing 


a_——_— exactneſs, in every proper and neceſſary 


point of ; compariſon. Thus for inſtance does 


generationfignify not a production of a ſubſtance, 


or even of a ſimple perſon that had no exiſtence 
before, but the production of a complex perſon 
fram a prè- exiſtent living principle; the perſon 
of Chriſt is chiefly conſtituted of the pre- exiſtent 
eternal Logos, or ſecond perſon in the Godhead. 
Does the pre- exiſtent principle exiſt in the gene- 
ral ſubſtance of the Father, and partake of the 
ſame nature under a different ſubfiftence.z the ſe- 
cond perſon of the Godhead poſſeſſes the, ſame na- 
ture, and what is more, the ſame numerical 
nature with the firſt, and poſſeſſes that nature 
alſo under a diſtinct perſonal ſubſiſtence. Ts 
the pre-exiſtent living principle in human 
generation, not the refult of the Father's will, 
for dependent upon it for exifence, but exits, 7 
and with him, by the ſame law or neceffity of 


nature as himſelf exiſts; ſo the divine Logos 
co-exiſts with the other divine perſons in the ſame 
divine eſſence, and by the ſame neceſſity of na- 


ture, by which the divinity in general, and every 
perſonal ſubſiſtence in that divinity does exiſt, 
Does human generation conſiſt in the unition of 
this original living principle, with an acceſſary 


* 


ſubſtance derived from the female parent; or in 


an acceſſion of ſuch ſubſtance to the original 


principle; ſo this divine generation conſiſts in the 


unition of the divine Logos, not only with a hu- 


man ſoul created by God, but with a human body 
alſo derived from the ſubſtance of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, and both united with the Divine Word. Is 
this addition to the original principle made by the 


generation of the Father, the conception of the 


mother, and the energy of the living principle; 
ſo: God the Father, bt whoſe peculiar agency. 


this human nature was formed and united to his 
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„ CHRIST THE SON O GOD, 


in this ſenſe, and in this only, is 


Divine Word, is affirmed to have. begotten this | 
glorious perſon, Pſalm ii. 6. Fhe Bleſſed Vir- 


Ein of whom his body was formed is ſaid to have 


conceived and born him, 7faiah vii. 14. And the 


Word to have partook of human nature, and to 
de made in human fleſh, He. ii. 14. Jobn i. 14. 


From this unition of the original principle. with 
the acceſfary ſubſtance, is there conftituted and 
produced a more viſible and complex perſon, - 
poſſeſſing the nature of both parents, and taking 
its denominatioh of Son from both, but chiefly 

from the Father, from whom the chief conſti- 
tuent of its perſon was derived; ſo from the in- 


carnation of the Divine Word, is conſtituted the 


complex perſon of Immanuel, partaking per- 
fectly the nature of God and of man, called not 
unfrequently nor improperly the Son of Man, 
yet chiefly and moit frequently the Son of Ged. 

s a Sen fprung of both parents the beſt 9, 


of their love, ſo we ſhall find this glorious God- 


man is the beſt pledge of friendſhip between God 


and man, and formed for every office of Mediator 
| betwixt them. Such is the amazing agreement be- 
_ . tween the incarnation of the Divine Word and hu- 


man generation. To no other view of our Saviour's 
perſon that ever has been given do theſe primary 


evidences of his Sonſhip apply. To no other view 


that can be oe of him can they apply. In 
every eſſential and neceſſary point do they apply to 
our Saviour's. incarnation, and the conſtitution 


of his complex perſon, which we have here aſ- 


figned as the foundation of his Sonſhip, and there- 
fore they furniſh a moſt convincing evidence that 

'Chrif Jeſus the 
Son of Gd. | Hos, 
3. Let us conſult at large the ſacred oracles, 
and we ſhall find them giving their unanimous 


declaration in proof of this doctrine. 


The 


= 


The r ideas of Sraeratiener by. which, 


« A I 4 - p "= eie 
our Saviour's Sonſhip is defined in Scripture, are 


the firſt and general marks by which we are to 
determine the true ground of this diſtinguiſhing, 


title. But we are not wholly left to ſuch 
phyſiological analogies to inveſtigate and aſcer- 
tain a truth of ſuch infinite and univerſal impor- 
tance to mankind. Beſides theſe general charac- 
teriſtics of our Saviour's Sonſhip, God bath given 


us many particular and clear declarations of Scrip- 
ture, 2 the perſon to whom this charac- 
God, belongs, and directing us to 


ter, Son of | | 
judge upon what ground he poſſeſſes it. Let us 
then conſider accurately the Scriptures, of truth, 


and we ſhall find that whenever the bleſſed Jeſus 
is deſcribed as the Son of God, it is with regard 


to his complex perſon, and whenever he is cha- 


racterized as the begotten Son of God, it is in 
regard to the production of that complex perſon, 
by the unition of the two natures of Which it is 


compoſed. 1 33 ᷑— Oh 93 {PD FIDE 
One of the . firſt and moſt noted declara- 


tions of our Saviour's  Sonſhip is that pro- 


| phetic one given of him by his divine Father: 
himſelf, Pſalm. ii. 7. Thou art my; Son, this 


« day have I begotten thee.” This Pſalm, as 
every part of it indicates, and the beſt interpre- 


ters are agreed, contains a prediction of the glo- 
rious prince Meſſiah, God in gur nature. The 
words quoted declare him to be God's Son, his 


begotten Son, begotten however, not from eter- - 
nity, but expreſsly affirmed to be begotten this day, 


even at that auſpicious æra when he was to appear 


as Meſſiah, and when the other events here pre- 

dicted of him in that character were alſo to be 

accompliſhed. In this clear and natural ſenſe the- 
ewiſh paraphraſts underſtood this paſſage; as 


Tehillim Rabbathi, the Midraſh, Abenezray 
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16 CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, 
and other expoſitors of it teſtify, But what is an 
infinitely higher, confirmation, and muſt put the 
true meaning and application of it beyond all diſ- 
pute is, that an inſpired Apoſtle has frequently 

quoted this Pſalm, and this particular paſſage of 

| It, as predictive of our Saviour, and never under- 

ſtood it as applying to him before, but only after, 
his incarnation. A2?s xiii. 33. Heb. i. 5. and v. . 
In the 8gth Pſalm, which in. its ultimate ſenfe 
both Jews and Chriſtians have ever conſidered 
as prophetical of the Son of God, Chriſt is fore- 
told as ſaying to his Father, Thou art my 
Father, my God, and the rock of my ſalvã- 
< tion,” and his Father as promiſing that he would 
% make him his firſt-born, higher than the 
kings of the earth,” Pſalm Ixxxix. 26, 27. 

All which. agree neither with his divine perſon 
only, or with his human nature only, but moſt 
exactly with his complex perſon, and ſo indi- 
cate that God is his Father, and he the Son of 
—A. 88 

Iſaiah, as directed of God, thus foretells the 
birth and character of this Son of God, and reſts 

both upon the ſame foundation. Behold a 

Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and ſhall 
call his name Immanuel, Ifaiab vii. 14. who, as 
his name imports, and the inſpired Evangeliſt 
hath rendered it, Matt. i. 23, is God with us. 
Accordingly, when the ſame evangelic 3 
deſocribes this perſon as born and manifeſted, he 
"fays, ©, Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is 
* given ;. clearly implying that as in human 
generation a child is not called a ſon till it is born, 
io neither did Chriſt become the Son, either of 
God or of man, untill the generation and birth of 
his perſon as Immanuel. Correſpondent to this 
generation, and to the complex perſon generated, 


are 


SS, 
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4A HE IS GOD- MAN. 57 
are the names and offices by which he is imm 
diately deſeribed. The government ſhall be — 
upon his ſhoulders, and his name ſhall. be-called 1 
Wonderful Counſellor, the mighty God, the- 
everlaſting Father, the prince of peace, of the 
increaſe of whoſe government and peace there 
ſhall be no end.“ Iſaiab ix. 6, 7. All which AN 
characters apply to his complex perſon, and to - 
that only, and ſo all intimate that the Son here | 
foretold, was to be God and Man, in one perſon, -' 
and that by the unition of; theſe: two natures, in 
the Virgin's womb was this wonderful and glori- „ 
ous perſon to be pracreated. If from the Jew» 5 
iſn we come forward to the Chriſtian reve- . 
lation, we ſhall find this. fundamental article 
of revealed religion aſcertained by ſtill clearer 
and mare degifive evid enge an tas 
When the Angel Gabriel foretells to the Bleſ- 
fed, Virgin our — conception and birthj, 
he ſays, Thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and 
& bring forth a fon, and ſhalt call his name 
„ Jeſus ; he ſhall be great, and ſhall be called 
e the Son of the Higheſt:“ that is, according ta © 
the ſacred language, which calleth perſons. and 
things what they really are, he ſhall be the Son 67 
of God Moſt High; And the Lord God ſhall  - 
give unto him the throne of his Father David, 
, and he ſhall reign over the houſe of Judah for 
< ever and ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall ' _ 
„„ be no end, Zuke i. 31—33. This is the 2 
fulfilment. of Iſaiah's propheſy, and the glorious _ 


a 3 * © cw a * 


; 

Immanuel is now to be conceived and brought Mn 
forth; who is called, in the ſame perſon, the Son of < 
God Moſt High, and the Son of David; which EO 
plainly intimates that his Sonſhip, both divine and, & 

human, apply to him as God-man ; and conſe- — 1 
quently that his generation conſiſts in the uni- 
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5s CHRIST THE SON OP GOD, 


tion of theſe natures in his eqmplex perſon. The 
aſtonifhed Virgin having aſkef how 2 


+ © ous generation and conception: ſhould be effected, 
the Angel anſwers her im terns! which both ex- 


plain and confirm this imporgant truth. The 
* Holy Ghoſt (ſays he) ſhall come upon thee,” 
viz. to form the Saviour's befly of thy ſubſtance, 
as the Father, we may believe, ereated his hum 


foul. It is added, “and the power of the HiglH- 
e eſt ſhalloverſhadow the.“ This Divine Power 


is diſtinguiſhed' from the Spirit, and is, I think, 


to be underſtood not merely” of the omnipotence 


of (30d; but of the ſecond perſon in the God- 


Head, who in the Scriptures and the ancient 


church, both Jewiſh and Chriſtian, was of- 


ten repreſented as the Power of God; and 
who, notwithſtanding he was to have a princi- 
pal concern here, is not otherwiſe mentioned, 
The ſubftantial Power of the Moſt High or 
« divineLogos fhall overfhadow thee,” and aſſume 


into perſonal union with himſelf this foul and 


body formed by the other perſons; in conſe- - 


quence of all which, adds the Angel; that holy 


thing generated in or born of thee, fhall be cal- 
led the Son of God, Lake i. 34, 35. 
St. John, when he treats of our Saviour's 


z 


perſon, repreſents his Sonſhip in the very ſame 
light. In the beginning (ſays he) was the 
Word, and the Word was, with God, and 
the Word was God,” John i. 1, 2. Here 


is his proper character as ſecond perſon in 


the Godhead, diſtinẽt in fubſiſtenee from 
the other perſons, yet of the ſame divine eſ- 


ſence. But how does this divine perſon, co- 
eternal and co-effential with the firſt, ' become 


the Son of God? Of this St. John clearly in- 


1 „ ä 
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forms us at the 14th verſe; The Word (ſays he) 
e was made fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us, and we 
<« beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father, and who had become ſuch, 
hy thisacceſſion of humanity, by the Divine Power, - 
to his original divinity, as is plainly intimated. 
33 this apoſtle, who had repeatedl7ß 
called Chriſt before his incarnation, the Word, as 
uniformly after it, calls him the Son, 2nd the 
only begotten Son of God, John i. 18.—iii. 16, 17. 
In like manner when he repreſents the Tri- 
nity in their proper divine characters bearing 
witneſs to this great truth, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Son of God, and Saviour of the Werld, 
1 John v. 7. he repreſents them not as the Fa- 
ther, the e and the Holy Ghoſt; but as the 


Father, the Word, and the Haly Ghoſt; by --_- 


which that inſpired apoſtle ſtill ſhows that by 
the Word he meant Chriſt's divine perſon as ſe- 
cond ſubſiſtence in the Godhead, and by Son of 
God, his complex perſon as God-man, the Sa- 
viour of the world. TRE | 
When Chriſt was ſolemnly conſecrated to 
his office of mediator at his baptiſm, the Father 
declared from heaven, in ſuch language as all pre- 
ſent might be ſuppoſed. to underſtand, that this 
perſon in human nature, who was now baptized, - 
was his beloved Son, Matth. iii. 17. When the 
ſame Jeſus was afterwards, transfigured upon the 
mount, God his Father, with ftmilar clearneſs 
and ſolemnity, repeated his atteſtation to this cha- 
racer, Matth. xvii. 5. uniformly declaring him 
his Son, in the character he then appeared in, as 
| pee aa made fleſh; and dwelling among mans - 
k-, 5 | 
The ſame is the account of his filial perſon 
and character given 5 by Chriſt himſelf, who, - 
32 | | be 
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all will acknowledge, muſt have well know it. 
Having aſked the blind man whom he had cured, 
jf he believed on the Son of God? the man an- 
fwers, ** Who is he, Lord, that I may believe on 
« him?“ Jeſug replies, Thou haſt both ſeen 
< him, and it is he that talketh with thee,” Fohn 
Xi. 35-37. And when folemnly addrefling his 


= - Father in proſpect of his laſt ſufferings, and of 

1 the glory that was to follow, he ſays, Father, 
3 | 4 the hour is come, glorify thy Son, that thy Son 

i “ alſo may glorify thee,” John xvii. 1. in both 
> | D E 1 

; which inſtances he clearly applies the title Son of 


God to his complex perſon, and the filial rela- 
tion it had given him to God as his Father. 
In the ſame view do the Apoſtles uniformly. 

. conſider their maſter as the Son of God. Thus 
when Chriſt aſked them, whom ſay ye that I am ? 
Peter, in his own name, and in the name of the 
whole, replied, © Thou art Chriſt the Son of the 
% living God.” Matthew xvi. 16. St. Paul wri- 

3 ting to the Romans, affirms, that the Son of 

— God, Chriſt Jeſus, „ was made of the ſeed of 
David according to the fleſn, but was declared to 
be the Son of God by his reſurrection from the 
dead, Nom. i. 3. 4. Writing to the Galatians 
he ſays, that „ when the fulneſs of the time 
« was come, God ſent forth his Son made of a 
« woman.” In which paſſages he clearly ſhews 
that the character, Son of God, denotes his com- 
plex perſon; and-that by the ſame incarnation, 
by which he became the Son of man, he became 
alſo, and at the fame time, the Son of God. 
But in the firſt chapter of his Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, he not only affirms, but by a chain of evi - 
dence demonſtrates this important truth. To 
confirm his believing 1 nc in the Chriſtian 
faith, and to convert the unbelievers, who Jede 
| | N Jelus 
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Jeſus of Nazareth to be the Son of God, the 
Apoſtle begins with aſcertaining the Sonſhip and 
perſonal dignity of Chriſt, and his infinite ſu- 
periority both to angels, and to thoſe men by 
whom the Jewiſh religion was introduced or 
ſupported, thereby effectually to recommend to 
them the religion of Jefus. He tells them that 
« God hath in theſelaft days ſpoken unto themby 
„ his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
„ things,” which implies that the Son of God is 
man, for as God he has a natural right to all 
things ; yet toſhow that this Son was God as well 
as man, it js added, that by him God made the 
« worlds,” pointing him out as God's co-eſſential 
Memra or Logos, by whom the Jews believed 
all things were created. This Son the Apoſtle 
farther deſcribes as the brightneſs of his Fa- 
e ther's glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
“ ſon, and up] olding all things by the word of 
„ his power, which muſt relate chiefly to his 
divinity. Vet to ſhow that this ſame Son 
of God contained a human as well as a divine na- 
ture, he deſcribes him alſo as “ purging our 
* fins, and then fitting down on the right hand 
« of the Majeſty on high,” which plainly in- 
cludes his human nature, verſe 3. He explains 
in the ſame ſenſe, and applies to the ſame 
complex perſon of Chriſt, as we have done, that 
28 in the 2d Pſalm, <** Thou art _ Son, 
this day have I begotten thee:” Which explication 
he farther confirms from the promiſe of the Meſ- - 
fiah made by God unto David, and of whom 
Solomon was a type, 2 Sam. vii. 14. I will | 
<< be to him a father, and he ſhall be to mea ſon,” 
predicting the generation and appearance of the 
Son of God, in that future period when he 
ſhould be born into the world. He tells us, 
| | : | ver. 
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ver. 6. that < when God bringeth in the firſt- 
- 66, 'begotten into the world; he Sith, let- -all the. 
&&“ angels of God worſhip him,” whieh ſhows, 


that though as ſecond perſon in the Godhead, he 


. was prior to all creatures, and created them, yet 
as Son of God, or the firſt begotten, he was 
poſterior to the angels; and when he was brought 


forth in that character, at his incarnation on this 


earth, and exhibited in his proper glory at his 
aſcenſion into heaven, all the angelic tribes were 
commanded to worſhip him. At the Sth verfe he 


repreſents God the Father addreſſing his exalted 
Son, in that noble prophetic deſcription of him 


| . contained in the 45th Pſalm, «© To the Son he 


<« faith „Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever;“ 
which declares i in higheſt terms his divinity: yet | 


it is added, © A ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the 


< ſceptre of thy kingdom, thou loveſt righteouſ- 


t neſs and hateſt iniquity, therefore God, even 


thy God hath anointed thee, with the oil of : 


«c oldnefs above thy fellows ;?* which as clearly 


-affirms alſo his humanity ; and both theſe natures . 
being by God affirmed of him as his Son, proves, 
if the teſtimony of God, and his inſpired ſer- 
vants can prove it, that in both theſe natures, 
Jeu is the Son of Gd. 

Such are the numerous, clear and Jemonſri- 
tive proofs revelation gives us, that Chriſt as 

God-man is the Som ef God, and that his gene- 
in the unition of the ſecond per- 
„with his human nature at 
of Many of theſe paſſages elearly 
Son's generation, to the, incarna- 

Divine Word: alk of them hold | 
=t_ Obriß de be the Son of God, as he is God 


in our nature, which proves his generation to be 


the ſame, And of the numerous other pabages 


of 
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of Scripture that mention Chriſt as the Son of 
God, there · is not one that I can find that repre- 
ſents him in this character either as he is God only, 
or man only, but all of. them, as he is God-man, 
the Son of both, and the friend of bott. 
4. What further proves Chriſt to be the Son of 
God, as he is God - man, is, that the name Son of 
God, is in Scripture joined with all thoſe other 
characters of Chriſt, both perſonal and official, 
which deſcribe our Saviour in his complex perſon. 
Theſe characters are the Son of Man, Chriſt or 
| Meſſiah, Jeſus or the Saviour, together with the 
offices he executes in effecting our ſalvation. All 
theſe deſcribe our Saviour in his compound perſon; 
and if we conſult the Scriptures, we ſhall find, that 
with all theſe the term Son of God is joined, and 
always uſed as. deſcriptive' of the ſame perſon to. 
which theſe are aſcribed. 9 
The ſame perſon who is called the Son of 
God, is called too the Son of Man. Thus, the 
ſame child Jeſus, whom the Virgin was to bear, 
the angel declares ſhould be both “ the Son of 
the Higheſt, and the Son of David,” Luke i. 32. 
When our Blefſed Saviour aſked. his diſciples, 
« Whom do men ſay, that | the Son of Man am ? 
& Peter anſwered, thou art Chriſt the Son of the 
&& living God,“ Mattb. xvi. 13, 16. which aur 
Saviour ſuſtaining, confirmed the declaration of - 
his apoſtle, that the titles, Son of God and Son. 
of Man, were convertible terms, as though they 
repreſented him as. differently related, yet, they. 
were both expreſſive of the ſame perſon. Accord- 
ing] Jeſus himſelf being interrogated by the 
High Prieſt, whether he was the Son of God? ac- 
| knowledged. he was, yet affirmed he was. 
alſo the Son of Man; for both were characters. 
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64 CHRIST THE SON OF Oο —* 
of the ſame perſon of Meſſiah, Matth. xxvi | 
63, 64. St. Paul affirms Chriſt to be in the ſame 


perſon, made of the ſeed of David, and the Son 


of God, Nom. i. 3, 4. And St. John has the ſame 
biſion, and gives the very ſame deſcription of the 


Son of God, Rev. ii. 18. that he had received 
and given of the Son of Man, Chap. i. 13—15. 
viz, That his eyes were like one a lame ke, 


and his feet like fine braſs, both which corre- 


ſpond exactly with the viſion and prophetic 
deſcription of the Saviour given by Daniel, Chap. 
. 6. and all of them evince the Son of God 
and the Son of Man to be the ſame perſon, and 
conſequently that this perſon along with his divine, 
includes alſo a human nature. - „ 
The ſame perſon who is called the Son 
of God, is called Meſſiah, or Chriſt; which 


1755 Gough the firſt denotes his perſon, and the ſecond 
His o 


ce ; yet theſe being indifferently predicated 
of the ſame perſon, ſhow that perſon to be the 
ſame, Thus in the ſecond Pſalm, the ſame perſon, 
who is called iwwn, God's Meffiah, or anointed, 


ver. 2. and who at ver. 6. is prophetically de- 
clared to be anointed- king of Zion, is at ver. 7. 


called his Son, his begotten Son. Upon this and 


their ſubſequent revelations, the Jews underſtood 


the terms Son of God and Meſſiah as always de- 
ſcriptive of the fame perſon. Thus Nathaniel is 


no ſooner ſatisfied that Jeſus was the. promiſed 


Meffiah, than he declares, Rabbi, thou art the 
„ Son of God, thou art the King of Iſrael,“ 
Jobn i. 49. The High Prieſt adjured our Sa- 


viour to tell him, whether he was the Chriſt, the 


Son of God, when Jeſus deelares he was, con- 


firming at once the identity of perſon to whom 


theſe characters were given and appropriating: 
both to himſelf, Matih. xxvi. 63, 64. agg 
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by the. national religion, and much confirmed in 
this truth by their divine maſter, the diſciples of 

Chriſt ahilbemiy applied theſe characters to the 

ſame perſon. Martha being interrogated by our 

Saviour of her belief in him, anſwered, Lord 

6 J believe that thou art the Chriſt, the Son of 

„, Gad, which ſhould come into the world,“ 

Juobn xi. 27. And the Twelve, when he aſked 

them who they thought he was, immediately 

replied, . We believe and are ſure, that thou art 

« that Chriſt, the Son of the living God,” 

John vi. b. therein expreſſing both the Jewiſh 


and the Chriſtian faith, which held theſe titles to 


be but different names of the ſame perſon. 


© The Scriptures apply the name Son of God, 


to the ſame perſon who is called Jeſus or the Sa- 
viour. Thus Mark intitles his Goſpel, «The 
& book of the generation of Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
„ of God,” Marki. 1. St. John, when he wrote 
for the general inſtruction of the Chriſtian world, 
concludes' his Goſpel by declaring, That “ thefe 
ce things are written that ye may believe that 
& ſeſus Chriſt is the Sori of God,” John xx. 31, 
And in one of his Epiſtles, he ſays, We have 
6 ſeen and do teſtify that the Father ſent the Sort 
sc to be the Saviour of the world,” 1 John iv. 14. 
And Paul repreſents the Theſſalonians as waiting 
for God's Son from heaven, even Jeſus who hath 


delivered us from the wrath to come, 1 Thef. 


i. 10. By which they clearly intimate that the 
names Jeſus and Son of God are characteriſtical 
of the ſelf-ſame perſon. DEER Fu, * 
This name Son of God is alſo applied to every 
office Chriſt performed, every bleſſing he hath pro- 
cured, and every honour he is raiſed to in his 
complex perſon. Thus, was he made of a woman, 
and made under the law, it was the Son of be + 
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_ who. was fo made, Gal. iv. 4. Was he at his en- 
trance upon his miniſtry baptized with water, by 
„ 8 Baptiſt, and by his Father with the Holy 
. pirit; both joined in affirming it was the Son of 

God who was then baptized, Fobn i. 34. Matt. iii. 
17. Did he as our great prophet declare to us God 
and his will, it was the only begotten Son who 
declared him, John i. 18. Was he made a greathigh 
3 prieſt, as Son he was made an high prieft, Heb. 
1 F v. 5. Did God not ſpare him but deliver him un 
= - -forusall; it was his Son he delivered up, Rom. 

i * /- _ Vit. 31. Did he raiſe Jeſus from the dead, it was 
| 3} = EH his Son he raiſed up, Acts iii. 26. And did he 
_ _ glorify him whom the Jews delivered up, and de- 

. nied in the preſence of Pilate ; it was his Son 

Jeſus who was denied by man, but whom God 

- glorified, ver. 13. Are we. cleanſed by his blood 
om ali ſin ; it is the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son that cleanſeth us, 1 John i. 7. 5 
But what does all this infer ? If the title, Son 
of God, is definitive of the ſame preciſe perſon, 
- as the title Son of Man, Meſſiah or Chriſt, Jeſus 
or the Saviour; if it is applied to all that Chriſt 
became, did, and, fuffered for our ſalvation ; and 
do all theſe characters and offices expreſs his 
complex perſon as God-man Mediator; then it 
follows. by unavoidable conſequence that the 
ſam complex perſon who is the Son of. Man, 
Mefah, the Saviour, is the Son of God. The 
Prophets foretold theſe to be the ſame perſon : \ 
the Jews expected them to be the- ſame. Neither 

Chriſt nor his apoſtles hinted the ſmalleſt diffe- 

- rence or diſtinction betwixt them, which we may - 

be ſure they would have done, had any diſtinction 

_ exiſted, On the contrary, our Bleſſed Saviour, 
and every inſpired} writer of the New as well as 

f af the Old Teſtament, with unanimous and 50 
3 . — _ ior 
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| ſorm conſent, apply theſe characters to the ſame 


perſon; and conſequently teach us, that he be- 


came the begotten Son of God, when he was 
conceived and born as the Son of Man, and that 


his generation conſiſted in the unition of the divine 


Logos with our human nature. 


Nor to elude the force of this, or the other 


arguments from Seripture in ſupport of this doc- 


trine, can it with reaſon be ſaid, that Chriſt having 


been the Son of God by the eternal generation 


of his divine perſon, and that divine perſon con- 


ſtituting the chief part of his complex perſon, 


continues to give a name to the whole. For, 1. i 


we have no evidence, that his divine perſon was 
enerated from eternity by the Father, or that he 


15 the Son of God in that ſenſe. We have al- 


ready ſhewed that ſuch af opinion is without all 


foundation in Seripturer and inconſiſtent with 
that co- eternal and co-eſſenti l exiſtence which is 


aſcribed to the divine Word, equally as to the 
other perſons in the Godhead. To believe Chriſt 
then to be the Son of God in this ſenſe, is to be- 
lieve without evidence, either from revelation or 


reaſon; and therefore the - is a mere petitio 


Principii, a begging the queſtion, as Logieians call 
it. 2. Every paſſage of Scripture that holds forth 
hriſt as Son of God, holds him forth as ſuch in 
his complex / perſon ; and every inſpired writer 
that declares his generation, places it in the pro- 


creation of that perſon, by the incarnation of the 
divine Word, And we have ſhown, that in this, 


and no other poſſible ſenſe, can the eſſential ideas 
of generation apply to him. To believe Chriſt 


then to be the Son of God by the eternal gene- 


ration of his divine perſon, is to believe not only 


without proper evidence, but to believe contrary 


? - 


0; 


- 
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to the cleareſt evidence revelation or the nature of 


the thing can give us. 3. We have every reaſon to 


believe, that theſe declarations of Scripture which 
repreſent Chriſt to be the Son of God, as he is 
God- man, were meant by God, and ſhould be 
_ underſtood by us, in their moſt obvious meaning. 
The God. of truth and grace uniformly reveals his 
. Son Meſſiah as Saviour of the world. Chriſt when 
he appeared, and converſed bodily with mankind, 
affirmed himſelf in that viſible perſonality, to be 
the Son of God. All- his apoſtles affirm the 
ſame; and aſcribe every thing he did, every thing 
he ſuffered, every bleſſing of ſalvation he pur- . 
chaſed, to him as Son of God. In his name, as 
Son of God our Saviour, all mankind, the moſt 
ſimple and illiterate, as well as the moſt: judici- 
dus and learned, are required, as they would ob- 
tain his ſalvation, to believe. Is there any truth - 
then, that · we may preſume is more clearly re- 
vealed, and when revealed, is more to' be under- 
ſtood in its plain and obvious meaning, than this 
moſt important one? furely not. ad Chriſt 
been the Son of God in the. ſenſe ſuppoſed; it 
would have been clearly and univerſally revealed; 
and the evidence of his being ſo, as God-man, 
would have been ſo ſlender, as would eaſily have 
been accounted for, upon the principle ſuggeſted. 
But when there is no convincing evidence, that 
he is the Son of God, as he is God only, but the 
fulleſt evidence the whole tenor of divine reve- 
lation can give, that he is the Son of God, as 
he is God-man, we muſt neceffarily found his 
Sonſhip in that character, and in that. alone: 
for never can we Suppoſe, that God would hold 
Don, 


forth Chriſt, as his in one reſpect, when he 
is his Son in another. Never can we believe that 


Chriſt 


* 
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Chriſt would declare himſelf the Son of God, when 
he appeared as a man; or would have permitted 
his apoſtles to have conſidered him themſelves, 
and repteſented him to the world, as Son of God 
in his complex, if he were ſo only in his divine 
5. What farther confirms the explication of our 
Saviour's Sonſhip we have given is, that the firſt 
perſon of the Trinity is ſeldom called the Father, 
or the ſecond the Son before our Saviour's in- 
carnation ; and when they are ſo called, it is al- 
ways with a view to it: but after his incarna- 
tion, they are commonly diſtinguiſhed by theſe 
9 relations, and by the characters expreſſing 
A TT A 
A plurality of | perſonal ſubſiſtences in the 
one divine Efſence is intimated in the reve- 
lations of God to mankind from the firſt ages. 
The common name by which theſe divine fb. 
ſiſtences in the Godhead were. expreſſed, was 
nen Elohim, which ſignifies the Adorable 
Ones, Gen. i. 26. Theſe perſons ſubſiſting in 
the divine Eſſence were all called by the name 
mm Jehovah, which ſignifies the eternal 
ſelf-exiſtent Being, and implies. that each of 
theſe perſonal ſubſiſtences are as neceſſarily- exiſ- 
tent, and eternal, as the divine Eſſence in which 
they all exiſt. Thus we are told, that Jehovah 
c rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah, brim- 
« ſtone and fire from - Jehovah out of heaven,” 
Gen. xix. 24. Which has commonly been underſtood 
as deſcriptive - of the two firſt divine perſons. 
Many intimations we have of theſe perſons, 'and 
various names defining them, under the Old 
Teſtament, which it belongs not to this deſign par- 
ticularly to enumerate. N. obſerve as 
relating to our preſent argument is, 


ſ 


=> 


70 CHRIST. THE SON OF GOD, 
all theſe indications of a plurality of perſons in the 
Godhead, there is not the ſmalleſt hint given 
during the ſpace of three thouſand years from the 
creation downwards, that one of them was a 
- Father and- another a. Son. When the time of 
the incarnation- and appearance of the ſecond of 
theſe divine perſons: began to approach, various 
prophecies were given of him, more full and par- 
ticular than the former ones, to-prepare the Jews 
and the world for giving the glorious Redeemer 
and his religion a proper reception. Then were 
the relative characters of Father arid Son firſt heard 
of in the divine revelations; and thoſe divine 
perſons who had formerly been deſigned by the 
common names, Elohim, Jehovah, Adonai, &c. 
begin now to be diſtinguiſhed by the appellations 
of Father and Son. Vet all theſe were given in 
view of that future incarnation of the divine 
Word. Accordingly we have ſhowed that in the 
ſecond and eighty-ninth Pſalms, theſe characters 
are declared, but declared not as then actually 
exiſting, but which ſhould take- place only at 
Meffah's appearance. Agur, if his . 
. «© What is his name, or what is his Son's name?“ 
Prov. xxx. 4. relates at all to this ſubject, puts it 
in terms that do not determine whether ſuch rela- 
tion then ſubſiſted or ſhould take place after- 
wards; and ſo agreeably to all the other prophetic 
declarations of Chriſt's Sonſhip under the Old 
Teſtament muſt be underſtood in the laſt of 
theſe ſenſes. Nebuchadnezzar, inſtructed it is 
likely by ſome of the Jews then dwelling at Baby- 
lon, that the Son of God, who ſhould be God in 
human nature, was to be the Saviour of the 
world, cried out on ſeeing the three men whom 
ne had caſt into the furnace walking 3 
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amidſt the devouring flames, and accompanied 
by a perſon more glorious, though alſo in hu- 
man form, Did not we caſt three men into 
« the fire ? and lo, 1 ſee four men walking in 
« the midſt of the fire, and the form of the 
« fourth is like the Son of God,” Dan. iii. 25. 
which intimates that the Babyloniſh king and. 

his inſtructois believed the perſon muſt be the 
man, * though more than man, who was foretold 
and expected as the Son of God. In like man- 
ner, St. Jokn, when he is proving Chriſt's divi- 
nity and exiſtence' before his incarnation, John 
i. 1, 2. in oppoſition to Ebion and Cerinthus, 
as Euſebius and Irenæus inform us; and when 
he repreſents him in his divine character alone, 
1 Fohn v. go never-calls him the Sen, though 
that would more clearly have repreſented him as 
a diſtin” perſon, but uniformly, the Logos, or 
God the Word: But having proceeded to ſhow 
that the Word was made fleſh,” ver. 14, he 
not only deſigns him then the begotten of the Fa- 
ther, but moſt cofimonly deſigns him ever after- 
wards by the ſame appeflation. Thus alſo St. 
Paul, when he ſpeaks of Chriit's incarnation, re- 
preſents him not as the Son of God manifeſted in 
the fleſh, but as God manifeſted in the fleſh,” 
1 Tim. iii. 16. But when he preached: him as 
actually incarnated, he then preached him as 
« Chriſt the Son of God,” Ads ix. 20. And in 
wee we may obſerve, that from the time of our 
viour's birth through every part of the New 
Teſtament, the relative names of Father and Son 
are the common terms by which the two firſt 
perſons in the Godhead are uſually denominated. 
But what does all this naturally teach us? It 
muſt teach us to believe that theſe new relations 
between theſe divine perſons, commenced _ 
25 : "5 | A t 
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the time the new- names expreſſing theſe ne 


cCharacters and relations commenced, and the 


* 


Be accomplithed.. Since the firſt perſon is ſeldom 


called the Father, or the ſecond the Son, before 


Chrick's incarnation; ſince they are commonly 


— 


led, ever after that event; and, whether be- 
fore or after, are ſo called, with a manifeſt pro- 
ſpect or reference to it; and ſinee the God of 
truth never gives names to beings but what are 


expreſſive of their true nature and characters, and 


0 


—— 


are meant to give us juſt notions of the perſons 
they deſcribe, we have hence an additional proof 
of the truth we are eſtabliſhing, even that the 
4 perſon of the Godhead, incarnate, and 
only when incarnate, is the Son of Gd. 
6. This great truth will be. till farther, evi- 
dent, when we gonfider that Chriſt as Son, is 
commonly repreſented in Scripture as ſomehow 


inferior and ſubordinate to the Father; and that 
both in his perſonal and official character; and not 


nly in his ſtate of humiliation upon earth, but 


2 


alſo of his higheſt exaltation in heaven. Indeed, 


as the complex perſon of the Son includes a di- 


vine ſubſiſtence which is of the ſame divine eſ- 
ſence with the Father; we find the Father and 


the Son ſometimes affirmed to be equal and to be 
one. Thus ſays Chriſt, J and my Father are 


one, Jahn x. 30. And being as to their di- 


vine eſſence numerically one, he adds, „ the 
« Father is in me and I in him,” ver. 38. Upon 
the ſame principle he ſays to Thomas, If ye 
“ had known me, ye ſhould have known my Fa- 
'« ther alſo, and from henceforth ye know him, 
« and have ſeen him.“ And to Philip, He 
« that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Father. The 


ve words that I ſpeak, I ſpeak not of myſelf, but 
ft . . 


, c the 


great event plainly producing them, is affirmed to. 


* 
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=o tha Father, that dwelleth in me, he * tho 

believe me, that 1 am in the Father, 

Fohn xiv. 7, lo, 11. 

Theſe expreſſions though applied ho the Son, who 

is the 2 made fl yet apply to him as the 
Word only; for in that reſpect only is he another 
N bſiſtence in the ſame eſſence with the 


ce and the Father in rig 


perſonal. 
"Fucker and ſo the eſſence of either can be juſtly: 
aſeribed to each other. 


But though the Son, conſidered as God _ 
Word, is in ones one, and in every eſſential 
perfe&tion e, ual with the Father; yet, conſidered 
as Son of God, he is commonly repreſented in. 
Scripture in a character, perſonal as well as offi-. 
cial; that is, in ſome reſpect dependent upon 


and ' ſubordinate to the Father. In this view, 


*Chrift declares of himſelf at large; Verily, 
« verily, I fay unto you, the Son, can do no- 
«<< thing of Mete but what he ſeeth the Father 
cc 14 do; for whatſoever things he doth, tlieſe alſa 
h or the Father loveth 
cc 2 Son, and ſheweth him all things that him 


the Son likewiſe : 


'<c ſelf doth, and he will ſhew him greater works 
<< than theſe, that ye may marvel ; ö Fo 


* 


« men ſhould honour the Son even as they ho- 
«< nour the Father; he that honoureth not the 
« Son, honoureth not the Father which hath 
«c ſent him. For as the Father hath life lin him 


NA 6 


c ay ſo hath he given to the Son to have life 


6 imſelf; and hath given him authority to 


4 las judgment alſo, becauſe he is the Son 


« of Man. I can of mine own ſelf do nothing; 
« ag 4 hear I judge, and my judgment i is juſt, 
E 66 becauſe 


- $ 1 * 


ras the Fa- 
<< ther raiſeth up the dead and quickeneth them, 
4 gen ſo the. Son e whom he will. 
For the Father jud geth no man, but hath. 
<© committed all ju. 0 unto the Son, that all 
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'74 CHRIST THE SON OF GOD, 
„ becauſe I ſeek not mine own will; but the will 
„ of the Father which hath ſent me, John v. 
*19—30: When the incarnate Word was about 

ts leave this world and aſeend to heaven, he fays, . 
I go unto my Father, for my Father is greater 

*© than I;“ and «as the Father gave me com- 

«© mandment, ſo I do,” John xiv. 28, 31. 


Many of theſe declarations relate to the perſon 
of the Son of God, as others of them 5 4 


reſpect his offices. Several of them are too hig 
to apply merely to any created nature; and all of 
them are evidently too low, to deſcribe that co- 

e ſſential and co- equal divinity, which all Scripture. 


aſcribes alike to the divine Word, as to the Fa- 


ther. But if they are too low to be applied to 


him as God, they muſt be applied to him either 
as he is man only, or as God- man. If we apply 


them to him as man, they plainly prove that the 


Son of God, as Son, pöſſeſſes a human nature; 


and ſo fall in with our third general evidence of 


this truth. But as the works of raifing the dead 


_ arſd judging the world, are there aſcribed to him, 
and the ſame worſhip is to be paid to him as to 
his divine Father, theſe deſcriptions muſt include 
alſo his divinity; and thus repreſenting him as 


God-man, repreſent him in a character ſomewhat 
inferior and ſubje& to his Father. In this 
ſenſe we find God called by the Apoſtles, the 
6 God and Father of our Lord ſeſus Chriſt,” 
Epbeſ. i. 3. 1 Pet. i. 3. which expreſſes Chriſt's 
ſubordination to the Father, not indeed as to his 
divinity, but in his filial perſon and character as 


the divine Word made fleſh. And St. Paul aſ- 


ſures us, that in the future world the Son him- 
ſelf ſhall be ſubject unto him that put all things 


under him, 1 Cor. xv. 28. But how and when 


did the Moſt High God thus humble himſelf, 
r | 4 0 
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ts, become in ſome- reſpect | ſubordinate. to pure 


divinity ? Of this the Apoſtle gives us the fulleft{ - 
information; it is _—_— natural inferiority of 
y a real degradation of. 


his Godhead:; it is not 
his divine perſon from its original 2 -, 
fection or bleſſedneſs; it is not from a ſubjection 


of divinity to divinity, much leſs from a re- 


duction of divinity to an inſerior nature. All 


theſe are incompatible with divinity, and ſo are 
naturally impoſſible; but it is by his aſſuming a 


finite nature into union with his divine perſom- 
It is by God's becoming God-man, and in that 
perſon the Son of God and the Son of Man; 


and ſubmitting to all thoſe humiliating offices 
that were neeeſſary to reunite them into eternal 


friendſhip. For being in the form of God, he 
e thought it not robbery to be equal with Gd, 
«© but made himſelf of no reputation, and took 
<« upon him the form of a ſervant; and being 
„„ found in faſhion as a man, he humbled him 
< ſelf and became obedient unto death, even the 


<< death of the croſs, wherefore God alſo hath . 


highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
<« ig arg, N ; that at the name of Jeſus. 
© every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
« and things in earth, and things under the 
earth, and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that 
= nnd. Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the 


% Father,” Phil. it. 611. Thus the foul of 


man being perſonally united with an animal body, 


makes him a little lower than the angels, Pſal. 
viii. 5. but when our body is ſpiritualized, we 


ſhall- be Tray equal, or like to them, Luke 


XX, 35. The ſame reaſon is aſſigned for the vo- 


luntary humiliation of the Son in Scripture, Heb. 
ii. 9. But if Chriſt as Son of God is thus re- 
preſented in a character inferior to the Father, and 
5 * yet 


176 © CHRISTTHE SON OF 'GOD, 
"5 2 # to ;- What is the inference we muſt, neceſſarily 
draw from it? It can be no other than this, that 
his character as Son of God, is different from, and 
in ſome reſpect inferior to his character as God; 

. that this inferiority muſt reſult from his havit 
aſſumed an inferior nature into union with his 
divine perſon, making him the Son of God; or 
that this ſubordination of his complex perſon is 


{ YZ the ſubordination of a Son to his Father, though 
—_—_ in his divine perſon he-is equal to him; and fo 
nin either view it irrefragably proves, that Chriſt 


= . as God-man is the Son of God. 

—_ 7. What farther proves that Chriſt is the Son 

= —- of God in his complex perſon, is, that this 

1 explication of our Saviour's Sonſhip, and this only, 
agrees with all the different characters aſcribed 
in-Scripture to the Son of God, and reconciles 

all the Scriptures that have been urged in evi- 
' dence of the other explications; and fo has the 

- univerſal voice of revelation joining in proof of it. 
Nothing is more certain, than that the revela- 

tions of the God of truth muſt be conſiſtent with 

_ © © " themſelves, and that they will always be found 

ſo, when rightly underſtood. Theſe Scriptures 
aſcribe to the Son of God different natures and 

characters; and in that ſenſe, and in that only, 

can Chriſt be the Son of God, in which all theſe 
Scriptures will fairly apply to him. When we 
hear the ſacred Scriptures propheſying of the 
ſane perſon, that he is to be the begotten Son of 
God, Pal. ii. 7. and to be the Son of Man, 
Dan. vii. 13. hen we hear him at his birth - 
affirmed to be at once the Son of the Higheſt, 

and the deſcendant of the houſe of David, Luke 

1. 31. When bw him through his whole 
miniſtry calling himſelf indiſcriminately the _ | 

| : 0 


is affirmed as God to be equal, and one win 
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of God, and the Son of Man; and at his cru- 
_ eifixion bidding his mother Mary behold her 
Son, Jobm xix. 21. and commending his Spirit 
into the hands of God as his Father, Luke xxiii. 
46. When we find him in one place affirming, 
«« I and my Father are one, Jobn x. 30. in 
another, y Father is greater than I, Jahn 
xiv. 28. When on one occaſion it is declated of 
him, that he knoweth all things, John xxi. 17. 
on another, that he knoweth not the time of the 
general judgment, Mark xiii. 32. At one time 
that he can do all things, Phil. iii. 21. at another, 
that of himſelf he can do nothing; but what he 
ſeeth the Father do, that doth the 'Son like- 
wiſe, Jahn v. 30. When we fee him in one 
place called God over all and bleſſed for ever, 
Rom. ix. 5, in another, affirmed to be ſubject to 
his Father, 1 Gor, xv. 28. When, as the ground 
of all theſe different attributions, all Scripture 
declares him to be true God, r John v. 20. and 
ſo pollefling all the perfeMons of God; and true 
man, having the full nature, properties, and 
actions of man aſcribed to him, as we have 
ſhowed at large in the firſt chapter. Nay, when 
we are expreſsly informed that this Son of God 
is Immanuel, . Matt. i. 23. the Word: made fleſh, 
John i. 14. God manifeſted in the fleſh, x Tim. 
li. 15. and fo uniting both theſe natures in one 
perſon, has all the properties of each 22 
aſcribed to him. When, I ſay, we conſider a 
theſe different natures and characters, divine and 
human, that through the whole book of God 
are aſcribed to his Son; what are we, as ſenſible 
men, what are we, as judicious Chriſtians, from 
all this to conclude? Are we to believe our 
Bleſſed Saviour to be the Son of God, as he is 
God only, when upon equal evidence we are. 
: "+= aſſured 
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aſſured he is alſo man? Or ought we to hold him 
to be Son of God, as he is man only, when we 
haue the fame undeniable evidence that he is 
alſo God f And are we to preſs theſe partial re- 
Preſentations the Scriptures give of his complex 
perſon, in different views, to ſupport either of 
(theſe oppoſite opinions, as both parties have 
done, and make the Word of truth contradictory 
to itſelf ff By no means; this is to put aſunder 
what God in all his revelations hath clearly con- 
joined. The truth lies here not in the oppoſi- 
tion, but in the conjunction of theſe characters. 
This is done by the explication we have given of 
our Saviour's Sonſhip; and can be done upon no 
other ſuppoſeable and ſcriptural ſeheme. — 
All Scripture affirms the Son, as God, to have 
the ſame | ſupreme divinity as the other per- 
ſons in the Godhead. The Athanaſians, School- 
men and Semiarians give him however only a2 
generated and derived divinity, and the Arians 
and- Socinians no divinity at all. But the ex- 
plication of his Sonſhip we have here given, 
preſerves and confirms his ſupreme Deity, yet in 
perfect conſiſtence with his proper Sonſhip., 
All 'Scripture that exhibits Chriſt as Son of God, 
exhibits him in that character as God and man, 
and aſcribes to him natures, characters and of- 
fices, correſpondent to this complex perſon. 
Theſe are totally irreconcileable, if we hold him 
to be Son of God as he is God only, or as he is 
man only; but are perfectly conſiſtent, if he is 
the Son of God as he is both. By this expli- 
cation as theſe different theories, ſo far as they are 
juſt, are united; ſo all the paſſages of Scripture, 
that give any proof of them, are fairly reconciled; 
and whereas when ſeparated, they yielded but a 


faint evidence of either ſide of the ſubject, and in 
| a doing 
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doing ſo, ſtood in direct oppoſition to each other; 
they now give a full and conſiſtent. proof of the 
general connected ſubject they were meant to 
deſcribe, which to every Chriſtian muſt be demon- 
ſtration, that the connected view we have given of 
it, is the ſcriptural and juſt one. 2 1 
_ Such is the manifold and convincing evidence 
we have that Chriſt Jeſus in both his natures is 
the Son of God, and that. he became ſo, when 
theſe natures. were united in the generation and 
birth of the glorious Immanuel, | 3205 
This generation and Sonſhip of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour is the fundamental artic'e of revealed re- 
ligion, and ſo makes a capital part of every re- 
velation of God to mankind. And as no truth is 
of greater importance, ſo none is ſupported by 
clearer or more abundant evidence. We. have 
thought fit to exhibit. this evidence in its proper 
variety and fulnefs, both becauſe this was a 
chief part of our deſign, and the foundation of 
the ſubſequent parts of it.; and eſpecially becauſe 
this ſcriptural and compleat view of our Saviour's 


* 


Sonſhip hath long been loſt amidſt thoſe partial 
and imperfect, and often moſt unnatural as well 
as unſcriptural views of it, which have been ex- 
hibited to the world and generally received by it. 
This, with ſuperficial enquirers, may ſeem a 
new explication of our Saviour's Sonſhip, and a 
great innovation in the Chriſtian ſyſtem. But 
in reality, it is only the ancient, and the true 
one revived, and eſtabliſhed by a more regular 
and compleat evidence than hath been hitherto 
exhibited. And though it has not the recom- 
mendation of the general belief, it has what to 
every reaſonable man and judicious Chriſtian will 
be a much higher recommendation; it has 
the fulleſt and cleareſt teſtimony of Scripture, It 
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has alſo the general belief of the Church in its- 


primitive and pureſt ſtate. The Jewiſh teachers, 
we have ſeen, predicted the Son of. God in this 
complex perſonality. The ancient Jewiſh church 
believed and expected him in this character. 
They could not indeed have ſuch. a diſtinct 
knowledge that the ſecond perſon in the God- 
Head was to be perſonally. united with human 
nature; but they believed that the Son of God 
was to be a man, having the divinity. dwelling in 
him in an extraordinary manner. Thus when. 


he affirmed that God was his Father, the Jews 


ſought to kill him, as plainly making himſelf 
equal with God, John v. 18. And when he ac> 
knowledged himſelf the Son of God before the 
council,” the high-prieſt and the whole council 


declared him guilty of blaſphemy, by which they 
| theyed, chat according to the faith of the Jews, 
the Meſſiah, or Son. of God, was to be a man 
with ſupreme divinity dwelling within him. Of 


the many Rabbi's Origen conſulted on this head 


he affures us, not one of them would admit the | 


Logs alone to be the Son of God. * contr. 
Celſum. Lib. II. And accordingly Rabbi Raſchi, 
and other modern Jews, deſcribe Meſſtah as 


having the divine Word, pn in the middle 
| of him, l 


The primitive Chriſtian and apoſtolic church . 


ED conſidered the Son of God in the ſame light; 
as in this light Chriſt and his apoſtles did 


uniformly repreſent it. The ſucceeding ages 
gradually departed from this Juſt notion ef 
our Saviour's Sonſhip; and by that departure 
have given occaſion to more. general and 
laſting errors as to this article, than as to. 
any other in the whole ſyſtem of Chriſtianity. 
More diſtinguiſhed for piety and eloquence, than 


a critical 


„ AS. HE IS GOD- MAN. 81 
a critical ſtudy of the Scriptures; ignorant of or 
inattentive to the juſt theory of generation; and 

many of them converts from heatheniſm; in 

which the generation of their gods made a great 
part of their theology; the fathers injudiciouſſy 
confounded the Son of God with the divine Word, 
and applied that generation which gives the 

Logos a perſonal co-exiſtence only with human 

nature, to give exiſtence to the eternal Logos 

himſelf. Hence they proceeded to repreſent the 
firſt perſon as apxn, ria, 'raThp, Prineifium, 
autor, the principle, the efficient ''cauſe; the 

Father or producer of the ſecond; held the 

ſecond to be a Son derived from his Father, and 

dependent upon him for exiſtence, and applied 
all thoſe inferior characters to the Son, as God; 
which we have ſeen the Scriptures am of him 
only as he is God- man. This unhapptly' paved the 
way, firſt for Arianiſm, and then for Mahome- 
tiſm in the firſt ages; and this and the ſcholaſtic 
theory of the Trinity founded upon it, gave birtii 
not only to modern Arianiſm, but to Socinian- 
iſm itſelf: from the orthodox acknowledging 

a generated, Arius and his followers proceeded 

to give him only a created Deity, though created 

from eternity; and the Socinians make him onl7 

a creature of time. ee e 


Vet neither were the private writings of the 


fathers, nor the public decrees of their coun- 
cils, unanimous upon this ſubject. Several 
of the fathers gave Chriſt an exiſtence, as the 
divine eternal Logos, previous to his more 
diſtin generation as the Son. The Nicene 
Creed reſted his exiftence as Son, on his eter- 
nal generation by the Father; yet the ſymbol 

aſcribed to Athanaſius affirms him, as God, to 
de in all reſpects 'co-equal and co- eternal with 
5 92 | E 3 5 = the 
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the F ather; and that his Sonſhip commenced 


ſome- how before the world. And the moſt ge- 
neral Creed, commonly called Apoſtolic, taken in 
its plain connection and meaning, repreſents 


this article in the preciſe light in which we have 
here placed it, and in which: Chriſt and his 


4 firſt declared it. For having affirmed 
e 


us Chriſt to be God's only Son, it repreſents 
this Son, as conceived by the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, and ſubmit- 
ting to all thoſe ſufferings, and exalted to thoſe 
rewards, which all along characterize this Son of 


God, as uniting humanity with divinity in the 


conſtitution; of his perſon. But it is not the opi- 
nions of fallible men, but the revelations of the 
God of truth that direct and eſtabliſh the faith 
of a Chriſtian, upon this important ſubject. If 
it have this evidence, it needs no other: if it 


wants this, none elſe can ſupport it. By not 


attending to this unerring rule, every error on. 


this and the other articles of religion have in 


every period erept into the church; and it is 
only by recurring to it, that theſe errors can be 


eorrected, and genuine Chriſtianity reſtored. By 


this certain and effectual method, were many er- 
roneous principles in doctrine and practice de- 
tected, and diſcarded at the late happy Reforma- 
tion; and by the ſame means only, can this fun- 
damental article of our faith be reſcued from the 
imperfect or miſtaken notions, which both the 
later Greek and Latin churches have held of it, 


and recovered to that juſt and natural ſenſe in 


which the Scriptures have placed it. The books 
of Philo, and the 'Targumiſts ; the writings of, 


the Chriſtian fathers, and the decrees of the 


councils, may ſhow what were their ſentiments 


upon this ſubject, and in what light they ex- 


plained 
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plained the Scriptures relating to it. But theſe are 
oftentimes different from Scripture, different from 
each other, and ſometimes from themſelves; ſo that 
the orthodox and the heretics have both. claimed :. 

them as on their fide. The inſpired writings 0 

alone are the foundation and ſtandard of revealed 

theology, as_much ſuperior in authority to every 

human compoſure, as the infallible God is to 

fallible men, and to which every opinion of man- 

kind muſt ever be ſubject. 'By this unerring 

rule, and not by the application of a part, but of 

the whole of it, we have endeavoured to inveſti- 

gate and aſcertain the proper ground of our Sa- 

viour's Sonſhip. The explication we have given 

of this article, as it has the countenance and ſup- 

port of every part of revelation, ſo it not a little 

recommends itfelf to our regards from its perfect 

conſiſtency with our Saviour's ſupreme divinity, 

and its natural tendency toeſtabliſh that great truth, 

upon its proper foundation, and to baniſh thoſe er- 

roneous and dangerous opinions, as toour Saviour's 

perſon, with which the Chriſtian church hath been 

long peſtered, and which have originated chiefly | . 

from a miſunderſtanding of his Sonſhip. Ihe — 
Athanaſians, the ſchoolmen, and their followers, | -4 
-holding him God, and the Son of God, by eter- | 

nal generation, degraded their Saviour from a 

nece . oe to a generated and dependent 

Deity. The Arians, holding him Son of God, 

only as he is a glorious and god - like ſpirit, creat- 

ed by God before all worlds; and the Socinians, 

who hold him but a man, raiſed to pod-like 

power and glory, have given up his real divinity ** 

altogether, and every juſt ground of his being | 
the begotten Son of God; and all of them have 

moſt certainly erred in limiting his Sonſbfp t_ 

one of his natures, when all Scripture and ever 
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rational idea of generation, join in aſſuring 


us it includes both. This explication of it 
reſtores this fundamental article of our faith, 
to that juſt light, in which God, and the Son of 


God, the prophets and apoſtles revealed it, and 
the church received it: and it is attended with 
none of the abſurdities that attend theſe unna- 
tural and imperfe& expoſitions of it which latter 
ages have fallen into, while it has every advantage 
with which any of them are attended. This 
holds him to be the Son of God, as he is God, 
yet without a generated or created, but neceſſa- 


g rily-exiſtent- divinity, as all true divinity muſt 


neceſſarily be, and the Son of God too as he is 
man, yet as he is neither only, but both -united 
by a proper generation, and co-exifting in one 
complex perſon. This neither infringes his ſu- 
preme Deity, by making him a generated God on 
the one hand, nor weakens the argument from his 
being the begotten Son of God, that he muſt be 


truly God, but greatly ſtrengthens both, while 
his divinity is not derived or dependent, but ne- 
ceſſarily- exiſtent and eternal, as the divine eſſence 
in general, and the other perſonal ſubſiſtences 


identified with that eſſence, however diſtinguiſh- 


able from each other, muſt neceſſarily be. Nor 
does it exalt a mere creature to the characters 
and honours of its divine Creator; but unites 


the divine co- eſſential, neceſſarily- exiſtent and 
eternal Word, by the power of God, with a 
human nature, conſtituting the complex per- 


ſon of Immanuel; who is both God and man 


in one perſon; and who in this compound perſon, 
begotten or conſtituted by his divine Father, and 
born of his Virgin Mother, is in all propriety 


of language, and with the full declaration of 
Scripture, the Son of both. 


And without va- 
| nity, 


/ 
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nity, I will ſay, had this natural and ſeriptural 
view of our Saviour's Sonſhip been properly ad- 
hered to, Arianiſm and Socinianiſm would either 
never have been broached, or, like the other 
hereſies, would ſoon have been effectually 
confuted and baniſhed, as the evidence of Scrip- 
ture would be ſo full and ſtrong in fupport of 
his ſupreme Deity ; and yet his ſupreme divinity -- 
be ſo conſiſtent with his Sonſhip, that thoſe un- 
natural, antifcriptural doctrines. would by MY 2 
ee Fang Chriſtian be diſcarded; or if any ad- 
hered to them, they muſt plainly renounce 3 FE 
regard to divine revelation, by every part of 
which they are moſt clearly contradicted. . | 
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of the Generation of the Son of God, and 


_ - the Conſtitution of bis Perſon. 


in our Saviour's. perſon, ſhewed: that this 
perſon is the Son, the begotten Son of God, and 
proved that he poſſeſſes this character as he is 


H ING inveſtigated the natures which exiſt 


God- man; we go on to explain more particu- ' 
larly his wonderful generation, and the conſtitu- 
tion of his complex perſon thereby produced. 


This will illuſtrate and confirm the account of: 
his Sonſhip we have given, and delineate the pers 


ſon of that glorious Immanuel, on whoſe perſon: 
and mediation are built all our hopes of everlaſting. 


happineſs. It will alſo ſhow us how far, and only. 


how far the analogy holds between the genera- 
God and of the ſons of men, 


tion of the Son of G 
and guard us againſt puſhing the reſemblance be- 
. its juſt and proper bounds, A full diſcuſ- 


on of this ſublime ſubject is indeed impractica- 
ble: for what mortal can fully inveſtigate and 


* 


declare the generation and conſtitution. of this Son 

We know little of our own nature, we 
know much leſs of the divine, and how can we 
know perfectly that glorious perſonage that con- 


tains both? 


But though an adequate comprehenſion of 
this ſubject is impoſſible, ſuch a knowledge. 
of it is attainable as-is neceſſary for our ſalvation: _ 
and for this our gracious God hath ſufficiently 
provided by the revelatiops he hath given us. In 
. | compliance. 
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compliance therefore with the deſign of theſe reve- 
lations, we ſhall endeavour ſhortly to delineate this 
ſubject, by ſhewing, 1. What Chriſt was before 
his generation, and what he muſt farther be, to be- 
come the begotten Son of God. 2. Give an ac- 


count from Scripture of his actual generation ac- 


cording to theſe principles, and 3. Deſcribe the 
conſtitution of his perſon ad 8d the Son 
of God. 2 ©. | Fs ns, 
I. The generation of the ſons of men, to 
which that of the Son of God is repreſented as 
analogous, conſiſts in the connexion of the pre- 
exiſtent human principle of the Father with the 
additional ſubſtance, neceſſary to the completion 
of its perſon, derived from the mother. Similar 
muſt be the generation of the Son of God. From 
his two different natures united in one perſon, he 
is at once the Son of God and the Son of man; 
and therefore his generation muſt conſiſt in the 
unition or conſtitution of theſe natures into one 
perſon, The conſtituents of this complex perſor 
are the divine Logos and a perfect human nature: 
both theſe we have proved to exiſt in our Sa- 
viour's perſon, and therefore theſe muſt have been 
erſonally united in the generation of it. The 
Er and chief conſtituent of our Savjour's com- 
lex perſon. is his divine ſubſiſtence, called in 
e the Logos or Word of God. Aoyog+in 
the Greek language ſignifies both reaſon and 
ſpeech: applied by the inſpired writers to the di- 
vine perſon of Chriſt, it ſignifies ſomething ana- 
logous, though greatly ſuperior to theſe. In the 
firſt ſenſe, it ſignifies that this divine perſon is 


an intelligent perſonal ſubſiſtence in the divine 
eſſence, as eſſential to the Deity, as reaſon is to a 
rational nature, and as inſeparable from the other 
perſons in that eſſence, as reaſon is from ** or 
pirit. 
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| ſpirit. In the ſecond ſenſe it implies, that by him 
were the divine wiſdom and power in a ſpecial 
manner exerted in the creation of the world, and 
the will of God revealed in after ages to his rea- 


ſonable creatures. The firſt relates more to his 


perſonal, the ſecond more to his œconomical cha- 
racter. Yet none of them are meant to repreſent 
him, as a mere quality or virtue of the Deity; 
but as a divine perſonal ſubſiſtence poſſeſſing every 
perfection intellectual and active, and exerting 
them in conjunction with the other perſons in the. - 
Godhead. By this divine Word the Jewiſh reve- 
lations affirm all things to have been created, 
Pſa. xxxiii. 60. And from theſe the Jewith and 
_ Chaldean Paraphraſts held the 8p, Memra, 
and the Greek writers the Aoyog, Logos, to be that 
divine agent by whom all things were made, By 
this term, ſo long and ſo generally underſtood, St. 
John denominates this divine perſon; and confirms 
the general belief, by affirming that © in the begin- 
« ning was the Word, and the Word was with 
c God, and the Word was God; all things were 
c made by him, and without him was not 
„ any thing made, that was made,“ John i. 13. 
And farther to ſhow. us that he is neither the - 
general Deity under a different name, nor a mere - 
power of that Deity, but a perſonal. ſubſiſtence - 
in the tri- une Godhead, he aſſures us, that “ there 
cc. are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
c the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three 
« are one, 1 John v. 7. This ſecond perſon of the 
Trinity is the original principle and grand conſti- 
tuent of the Son of God. Like the original 
principle in human generation, this divine ſubſiſt- 
ence had co- exiſted with the firſt perſon, by the 
ſiame neceſſity of nature as the firſt, diſtinguiſned 
from him as another perſonal ſubſiſtence, yet poſ-: 
e 2 pr ſeſſing 
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ſefling with him the ſame divine eſſence. Superior . + - 


to the originating principle in human generation, 
this divine principle was not only of the ſame 
ſpecifie, but of the ſame numerical eſſence with 
the Father; and was equally a complete perſonal 
ſubſiſtence in that efſence, and poſſeſſed equally 
every perfection the other perſons do poſſeſs. This 


was the original character of him who after wards 


appeared as the Son of God, and this is the juſt 


foundation of all thoſe divine names, perfections, 
and honours, that we have ſhowed the Seripture 
uniformly aſcribes to him, equally and in com- 
mon with the other perſons in the Godhead, In 


this divine eſſence he had co-exiſted with the 
Father, and the conſubſtantial ſpirit from eternal 
ages, poſſeſſed of the ſame divine perfections and 
glory, 


and happineſs. He had been eo- partner 


With im in all the Counſele ef his wildem Wich 
regard to the world, and man, before the fown- - 
dation of the world, -Ephe/. i. 3, 4. 1 Patty i. 20. 


He had been a co-eſſential and conjunct agent 5 


with him in the creation of all things, for by him. 
were all things created that are in heaven, and 


that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether - 
they be thrones. or dominions, or prineipalities, 


or powers; all things were created by him, and 
for him, and he is before all things, and by him 


all things conſiſt, Col. i. 16, 17. Poſſeſſed of the 


divine nature and all its perfections, he needed no - 


other nature, nor any additional perfection to 
make his character more perfect. Having all the - 


fulneſs of God, he needed nothing more to com- 


plete his happineſs ; and united with his Father 
in the fame divine eſſence, . he could Have no rela- 
tion to him nearer or more endearing. But though 
he could have no cloſer connexion with God, 


- ke might have a cloſer connexion with his crea- 


tures; 
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% THE-GENERATION AND PERSON” 
tures; and though by aſſuming an additional. 
78 nature, his divine nature could: neither be made 
mamaore perſect nor. more happy; yet ſuperior: . 

* honour and happineſs might be derived to the 
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= . *-. exreatureshe hath made. This the divine wiſdom 
_— And goodneſs before all worlds had ordained... 


_ With the co-eflential Logos, were all things 
1 decreed, and by him, as the Almighty Word, were 
Ef —_ _ _ the beings decreed to be created. As by him in 
Ei 2 ſpecial manner all things were decreed and 
=. ereated, ſo he was to be the grand medium, 


through whom the ſubſequent bleflings of the di- 

| vine goodneſs and grace were to be conveyed to 
N his creation. He had been eſſentially connected 
with God, and was God from all eternity; hut 
the divine counſels had determined that this con- 
ſubſtantial Word ſhould by a perſonal union with 

a created nature, effected by a divine generation, 
become Crod-man and the Son of God, the bond 

— of union between pure Deity and his created 
intelligent children, and the glorious mediator 
through whom the divine government ſhould be 
adminiſtered and the bleſſings of his goodneſs be 
diſpenſed tos his. creatures. This muſt be done 


. 5 by the aſſumption of another nature into perſonal 
7 38 | Je union with-the divine Logos, and the aſſumption 
+ Fi of it in ſuch a way as correſponds to the general 
MH th law of generation among human beings, and would 
$$ conſtitute: the complex perſon produced, the be- 


gotten and proper Son of God. The nature to 
be aſſumed was the human, that abridgment of 
| _ creation, and the ſpecies of being for , whoſe 
= benefit the generation of Mefliah's perſon was in 

| | a ſpecial manner decreed and effected. This 
| human nature conſiſts of a finite created ſpirit, 

TY called the ſoul, and a material human frame, cal- 
a8 | led the body; the. one connecting us with the ſpi - 


ritual. 
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OF THE SON OF GOD. 9 
ritual ſyſtem, the other with the material; yet the 
two compounded making us complex beings diſ- 
tinguiſhed from both. Both of theſe muſt the 
Son of God our Saviour aſſume, for his bre 


thren he came to redeem poſſeſſed both, and both 
he muſt aſſume in a way analogous to that by 


which. his human brethren received them. His 
ſoul, like all finite ſpirits, muſt be created from 
nothing by the power of God. Being to connect 
perſonally with the divine word, on the one hand, 
and with the human body on the other, it muſt be 
created for union with both. The laſt conſtitutes 
it a ſoul truly human; but the firſt gives it a diſ- 
tinction and ſuperiority to the higheſt created in- 
telligences. A ſoul formed for perſonal union with 
the all · perfect Word, muſt alſo. be the moſt per- 
fect its. finite nature and its ſtate can admit. None 
but a moſt exalted ſpirit could receive the extraor- 
dinary communications, and bear the immediate 
impreſſions of indwelling Deity, nor ſuſtain that 
overpowering, blaze of divine glory, at a diſtance 
from which angels muſt cover their faces with 
their wings ; but into the ſplendors of which. the 
Son of God was to be for ever advanced. 
With this glorious human ſoul, the Son of 
God muſt alſo have a human body, to give him a 
ſpecial relation to man, the ſpecies of being he 
was to redeem and exalt, and whoſe compleat 
nature he was eſpecially to aſſume ;, ** for in all 
<< things it behoved him to be made like unto his 
« brethren,” Zeb. ii. 17. This human body 
alſo. muſt be formed by the divine power; for 
he could have no human father. who was to be 
the begotten. Son of God. It was, however, to 
de formed by God, of the ſubſtance of a wo- 
man, that he who was to be our Redeemer 
might be our near kinſman. And finally, in the. 
is ormation: 
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9 THE: GENERATION AND PERSON 
formation of his hody and ereation of his ſoul,.. 
the divine Word muſt be united to them by the 
Father in one perſon, and he be born of his mother 
ſo as to make the complex perſon produced, the 
Son at once of God and of man. Such was 
Chriſt in his original character as God, and 


thus muſt he become God man, by a divine gene- 


ration uniting him with human nature, that he 


3 the Son of God. We proceed, there- 


r. 

II. To ſhew, that exactly in this manner was 
our Saviour's complex perſon conſtituted,” and 
his generation as the Son of God effected; for 
% the Word was made fleſh and dwelt amongft: 


“ us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
the only begotten of the Father, John i. 14. 


We have formerly proved, that in the perſon of 
Chriſt, there are a divine ſubſiſtence, a created 


ſoul, and a human body, with all the properties 


belonging to each. Theſe we are now to ſhew 


were at his incarnation united in one complex 
perſon, and united in ſuch a manner as anſwers 


to every proper idea of generation, and juſtlyß 
_ conſtitutes that perſon, the begotten- Son of 
God. The divine wiſdom had ordained, and His 


revelations foretold, that he who was to be the 


| Son of God thould be born of a virgin, 1/aiah 


vii. 14. From his regards to faithful Abraham, 


Iſaac, and Jacob, God had promiſed that his 


Son, our Saviour, ſhould be of their ſeed, Gen. 


ii. 3 The tribe of Judah and family of 
„that were raiſed to royal. dominion over 


Davi 


all the tribes and families of Ifrael, were to give 
birth to that perſonage who was to be the Head 


and Lord of the church and world. And of 
one of the laſt deſcendants of that royal we ; 
and 


was Mcfhah to be born, in whom the tempo 
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and typical kingdom of David was ordained to 


determine, and the noble and ſpiritual empire f 


Chriſt was to appear that ſhould 'extend over the 
V hole creation of being, and endure for ever. 
The perſon whom God had decreed to this pecu- 
lar ges, _ — 2 A | _ 1 
. um = Was irgin 5 N | 
the royalty and — of her — . 
diſtinguiſhed by her own piety and virtue, the 
nobleſt of all diſtinctions, and now to be diſtin- 
guiſhed above all her ſex, by giving birth to the 
Son of God and Saviour of the world. Of the 
ſubſtance of this bleſſed perſon was our Saviour's 
human body to be formed; in her, by the unition 
of God's co- eſſential Word with a proper hu- 
man nature, was that complex perſon to be ge- 
nerated, and by her was he to be conceived and 
born, who was to be the Son of Gde. 
This was to be the moſtdivine and the moſt won- 
.derful of all God's works. The creator and crea- 
ture; the ſecond. perſon of the Godhead, a created 
ſoul and human body, are now to be conjoined in 
one perſon. Like all the other works of God, 
this is te be effected by the conjunct agency of 
the co-efſential and undivided Trinity: yet, 
agreeably to that general ceeonomy which we 
find takes place among the ſacred Three, in 
their immenſe deſign of external operation, it is 
to originate from, and to be effected chiefly by: 
the firſt perſan, who from his peculiar and pa- 
ternal agency in this incarnation of the divine 
Word, was to have the character of the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and this complex per- 
ſon produced to have the correlative character of 
God's begotten Son. hus the Scriptures aſſure 
us, that God prepared the human body of his 
Son, Heb. x. 5, They allo inform us, that he 
5 1 prepared 
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989 THE. GENERATION AND PERSON _ 
prepared this body by the immediate agency of 
5 Eis Holy s irit; . .f Ange to dhe Bed 

Virgin, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee,” 
Tue i. 35. and he declares to Joſeph, that 
that which. was conceived in her was of the 
Holy Ghoſt,” Afatth. i. 20. This does not 
imply that the ſubſtance of our Saviour's body 
was derived from the eſſence of the Holy Spirit, for 
the one was ſpiritual, the other was to be material; 
the one was divine, the other muſt be human. 
Nor does it ſignify that of any other ſubſtance 
was this body firſt formed, and then infuſed by 
the Divine Spirit into the Bleſſed Virgin; for the 
body of our Saviour is expreſsly affirmed to have 
been made of a woman, Gal. iv. 4. But the 
natural meaning of it is, that God formed the 
body of his Son of the ſubſtance and in the- 
womb of the Virgin, by the Holy Ghoſt. - 
This omnipotent agent takes of the ſubſtance 
of the Bleſſed Virgin what was neceſſary and 
proper for the rudiments of our Saviour's body, 
and in ſupplement to the want of an animalcular 
principle, organizes it into the embryo of a 
human body, fit for the union and inhabitation 
of his human ſoul, and alſo of the divine Logos 
that was perſonally connected with it. While 
God by his Spirit thus forms the body of Chriſt 
of the ſubſtance of the Virgin, he alſo creãtes 
that holy ſoul which we have ſhowed the Son 
of God does alſo! poſſeſs, and which, as it holds 
a ſort of intermediate nature and rank between- 
the divine Logos and his human body, we may 
well ſuppoſe makes the proper medium and con- 
necting bond between the one and the other. 
This glorious Spirit was created by the ſpecial 
power of God the Father, one of whoſe cha- 
racters is, that he is the Father of Spirits, Heb, 
ic | 8 2 ii. 9. 


. 
* FLY PR hand oa At 1 1 — 8 & 


. 


— F , - $ 4 ; 
8 0%. "I" N F A. — > _ # A 
4 „„ K+ bee eur — — 18 a — . tt TS, 


—— _—— 8 — 
I ee 


of THE SON OF GD. 9 
xii. 9. and who is the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And it was created of the nobleſt na- 
ture and powers ſuited to its exalted character, 
and qualified for union and intercourſe both 
with the divine Word and with its human body, 
with both of which it was perſonally connected. 

In the creation of this human nature and the 
perſonal uniom of it with the divine, in the 
Virgin's womb, conſiſted the generation of the 
Son of God. Yet this union was mot between 
the divine general eſſence and human nature, for 
in this caſe the whole Trinity would have been 
incarnate, but between this human nature and 
the ſecond perſon, the-Logos, on which account 
he alone was made fleſh, hn i. 14. Nor was 
it between the divine Logos and the general 
ſubſtance of the Bleſſed Virgin, for in that caſe ' 
ſhe would have been deifſied. But it was between | 
the divine Logos and the human embryo formed ; 
of her by the Holy Spirit and animated with its 
human ſoul, by which means, though the Bleſſed 
Mother had the high honour of conceiving the 
Son of God, her Son alone had the infinitely higher 
honour of uniting Deity and humanity in his 
glorious perſon. This union, ſtrictly ſpeaking, * 
was not performed ſo much by a communication 
of the divine to the human, as by the acceſſion 
of the human to the divine nature. Thus as 
in human generation, the paternal principle is 
the original and originating, and the matenal 
ſubſtance the acceſſory part, ſo much more was 
this the caſe in this divine generation. The 
divine nature, infinite and immoveable, was not 
infuſed into the human, but the human nature 
was aſſumed into perſonal co-exiſtence with the 
divine. The Logos was not ſeparated from the 
divine eſſence, or from the other perſons, but o_— 4 
„ ee 7 made 
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9 THE GENERATION AND PERSON _ 
made ſleſh by N of human nature into 
union with himſelf. Nor were this human ſoul 
and body firſt ereated and thereafter united to 
his divine perſon. Their creation and union 
were perfectly ſimultaneous. They were united 
- with his Deity in their creation, and created in 
their unition to it; ſo that from the firſt moment 
of their exiſtence, they exiſted in borſonal union 
with the divine Word. And as in human genera- 
tion the child is procreated by the union of the 
paternal principle with the ' acceſſory ſubſtance 
derived from the mother, and this is effected by 
the concurrence of the father, of the living 
principle and of the mother, ſo by all theſe ways 
was this ſupernatural generation of Meſſiah ef- 
"Be fected. The divine Logos, co-equal and co- _ 
_ - eſſential with his Father, was united with hu- 
man nature in the Virgin's womb. The union, 
as has been ſaid, was effected primarily by the 
agency of . the Father, who by his almighty, 
power created Chriſt's human foul, and by, his 
divine Spirit organized his human body, and 
formed both for union with his divine Word. 
It was effected alſo by the co-operation of the 
divine Logos himſelf, whoſe will and power 
were the ſame with his Father, and were exerted te 
the ſame effect; for as the children are partakers 
& of fleſh and blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe 
c took part of the ſame,” Heb, ii. 14. And he 
ce who was in the form of God, did now take 
cc upon. himſelf the faſhion of man, Phzl, ii, 
6-8. The Virgin Mother was paſſive in this | 
ſupernatural generation; yet ſhe furniſhed the 
ſubſtance of which our Saviour's body was alt 
firſt organized, and after his conception, ſhe | 


afforded nouriſhment to his body during her 
coutle of pregnancy, and at laſt brought him | 
CD | forth | 
A 


2 OF THE SON OF, GOD. 97 
forth into the world. Thus was ſhe the Mother, 

not of God, as many both of, the ancients and 
moderns have inaccurately called her; nor the 
mother of a mere man, as others erroneouſly held, 
but the Mother of the Son of God. Chriſt, as 
God, can neither have father or mother; but in 
his complex character, as God - man, he had both. 
God was his Father, the Virgin Mary his Mo- 
ther, and he the Son of God and the Son of Man; 
„ The Word was made fleſh and dwelt amongſt 

ee us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
<« the only begotten of the Father.” John i. 14. 
c For when the fulneſs of time was come, God 
« ſent forth his Son made of a woman,” Gal. 
iv. 4+ Such was the generation of the Son of 
God, and ſuch the natural and ſcriptural ground 
of it, analogous, in every neceſſary inſtance, to 
human generation, though greatly ſuperior to it; 
and what conſtitutes Chriſt, as all Scripture defines 
him, God's only begotten and proper Son. | 
III. Let us conſider more particularly the 
conſtitution of his complex perſon, that dur 
knowledge of him may be farther enlarged. . 

This on of God and Man unites the natures 
of both, and unites theſe natures in one com- 
plex perſon, Before his incarnation he was God, 
or the ſecond perſonal ſubſiſtence i. the divine 
eſſence, now he becomes God-man, the divine 
Word made fleſh. This made no real change in 
his divinity, for divinity can never change. The 
real change was made wholly on his humanity, 
even from non-exiſtence into exiſtence, and an 
exiſtence of all others the moſt honourable, a co- 
exiſtence in one perſon with its divine creator, 
The change on his divinity was not real but re- 
lative. From exiſting wy in one eflence with the 

e 
F 


other perſons in the godhead, and being a purely 
| 7 divine 
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made ſleſh by „ of human nature into . 


+ and body fi 


union with 2” for were this human ſoul 
| ereated and thereafter united to 
his divine ſon. Their creation and union 


© - were perfectſy ſimultaneous. They were united 


with his Deity in their creation, and created in 
their unition to it; ſo that from the firſt moment 
of their exiſtence, they exiſted in.p#rſonal union 
with the divine Word. And as in human genera- 
tion the child is procreated by the union of the 
- paternal principle with the ' acceſſory ſubſtance 
derived from the mother, and this is effected by 
the , concurrence of the father, of the living 
principle and of the mother, ſo by all theſe ways 
was this ſupernatural generation of Meſſiah ef- 
fected. The divine Logos, co- equal and co- 
eſſential with his Father, was united with hu- 
man nature in the Virgin's womb. The union, 

as has been ſaid, was effected primarily by the 

agency of . the Father, who by bis almighty, 

power created Chriſt's human foul, and by, his 
divine Spirit organized his human body, and 
formed both for union with his divine Word. 
It was effected alſo by the co-operation of the 
divine Logos himſelf, whoſe will and power 


were the ſame with his Father, and were exerted to 


the ſame effect; for as the children are partakers 
&« of fleſh and blood, he alfo himſelf likewiſe _ 
« took part of the ſame,” Zeb, ii. 14. And he 
cc who was in the form of God, did now take 
* upon. himſelf the faſhion of man,” Phil. ii. 
6-—8. The Virgin Mother was paſſive in this 
ſupernatural generation z yet ſhe furniſhed the 
ſubſtance of which our Saviour's body was at 
firſt organized, and after his conception, ſhe 
afforded nouriſhment to his body during her 
courle of pregnancy, and at laſt brought an 
he 0 
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forth into the world. Thus-was ſhe the Mother, - 


not of God, as many both of, the ancients and 
moderns have inaccurately called her; nor the 
mother of a mere man, as others erroneouſly held, 


God, can neither have father or mother; but in 


his complex character, as God- man, he had both. 


God was his Father, the Virgin Mary his Mo- 
ther, and he the Son of God and the Son of Man; 
« The Word was made fleſh and dwelt amongſt 


ec us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 


e the only begotten of the Father.“ Fohn i. 14. 
c Yor when the fulneſs of time was come, God 
ce ſent: forth his Son made of a woman,” Gal. 
iv. 4. Such was the generation of the Son of 
God, and ſuch the natural and ſcriptural ground 
of it, 'analogous, in every neceſſary inſtance, to 
human generation, though greatly ſuperior to it; 
and what conſtitutes Chriſt, as all Scripture defines 
him, God's only begotten and proper Son, 

III. Let us conſider more particularly the 


LF 


but the Mother of the Son of God. Chriſt, as 


conſtitution of his complex perſon, that dur 


knowledge of him may be farther enlarged. .. 
This 2 of God and Man unites the natures 
of both, and unites theſe natures in one com- 
plex perſon, Before his incarnation he was God, 
or the ſecond perſonal ſubſiſtence in the divine 
eſſence, now he becomes Grod-man, the divine 
Word made fleſh. This made no real change in 
his divinity, for divinity can never change. The 
real change was made wholly on his humanity, 


even from non-exiſtence into exiſtence, and an 
exiſtence of all others the moſt honourable, a co- 


exiſtence in one perſon with its divine creator. 
The change on his divinity was not real but re- 
lative. From exiſting only in one eſſence with the 


other perſons in the godhead, and being a purely 
N divine 
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| perſonal union with 
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is divinity, of a ſimple, be- 
came a complex perſon, of God, he became God- 


divine perſon, he, by aſſuming our nature into 


man, In this perſon he poſſeſſes a truly divine 


nature as the Word; and a true and compleat 
human nature in à reaſonable ſoul and human 
body, which he aſſumed into union with his 
pre- exiſtent divinity. Theſe two natures are not 
united by mere appoſition, as two material bodies 
are joined in contiguity; nor by mere harmony 
of thought or affection, as eongenial minds are 
ſaid to be one; nor by mere inhabitation- of the 
divine nature, by its gracious influence, in the 
human nature, as God dwells in and operates 
on the minds of good men. It is an union cloſer 
and more intimate; and of- which neither nor all 
of theſe are' the foundation ; but- are rather the 
effects. It is an union truly perſonal, an union. 
dy which the human exiſts in one complex per- 
ſon with the divine nature. This, as we formerly 
ſhewed Chap I. is evident from the aſcription 
of both natures, by the inſpired writers, to the 
ſame perſon of Chriſt; the aſcription of per- 
fections and actions divine and human to the 
ſame perſon; and even the reciprocation of theſe 
characters; thoſe things being aſcribed to the 
divine, which belong ſtrictly to the human, and 
thoſe things being aſcribed to the human, which 
properly belong to the divine nature, but through 
the conjunction of theſe natures in one perſon 
licable to the general Perſon, and applied 
in common language to that perſon as cha- 
racterized from either of its natures. And this 
the general theory of human- generation, which 
relates to complex perſons, implies, and the ac- 


> are app 


counts we have given from ſcripture of our Lords 


generation-clearly demonſtrates, 
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What is the mode of this union, or what the 


ties by Which it is eſtabliſhed and preſerved, Gd 
has not revealed, as it was neither neceſſary, nor 
perhaps poſſible for man to know it. We know 
not the ties by which ſpirit and body are con- 
nected in our own perſons, and how can we 


know-the'ties that unite in one perſon the divine 


and human natures. of the Son of God? We 


know the natures and qualities of ſpirit and of 


body ſo far, as to-knun-wcy are eſſentially dif- 
ferent, We know they cannot be confounded 
without a mutual deſtruction of their very eſ- 


ences, but that they are capable of union and 
_ co-exiſtence-.in one complex perſon, we have the 


higheſt evidence, for we feel it every moment in 
ourſelves, and.perceive it in the whole world of 


mankind. around us. In like manner we know 


ſo much of. the divine and human natures of 
Chriſt, as to be aſſured they are eſſentially and 
infinitely different, and that Va + can never be 


converted the one into the other. But that they are 
" incapable of union, we haye-no reaſon to believe, 


but much the contrary. The Deity, in a more 
general way, contains the whole creation in his 


eſſence; and though he is not ſtrictly the anima 
mundi, or connected with it in one great whole as 
our ſouls are with our bodies, as many of the 


.heathens of old, and Spinoza and his followers 


of late have abſurdly imagined ; yet ſomewhat 
like our ſouls in our bodies, he conſtantly ſuſtains 


and actuates the whole, for in him we live, move, 


and have our being. He dwells more intimately 
by his gracious prefence, his ſpirit and influence 


in the minds of 8 animating them 


with all the principles, and filling them with the 


Joys of the divine life. What then ſhould hinder . 
the Almighty, if he pleaſes, to create an intelligent 
Gennes . nature 


ro THE GENERATION AND PERSON 
nature fit for more intimate union with himſelf, 
and to create it in that union, an union ſo cloſe and 
intimate as may be juſtly called perſonal ? Does 
he in fact connect angelic and animal natures 
- without mixture or confuſion in every human 
perſon ; and can he not create a human nature, 
and aſſume it into union with himſelf, as cloſe - 
as what he hath eſtabliſhed between inferior, yet 
eſſentially different natures? In truth there is 
nothing more inconceivable in the union of Deity 
and humanity in the perſon of the Son of God, 
which he. hath expreſly declared to us, than in 
the union.of mind and body; an intelligent, im- 
material, immortal mind, with unconſcious, ma- 
terial, and mortal body, of which however the 
whole world of human beings are evidences, 
Nay as the Deity neceſſarily pervades all nature, 
and co- exiſts in a general way with every mind he 
hath made, and as there muſt be a greater affinity 
betwixt the great Eternal Spirit and a human ſpirit 
created by him, created for and created in perſonal 
exiſtence with him, though infinitely diſtin& 
from him, than between a human ſoul and body 
that have no point of agreement that we know 
of, ſo the union of thoſe natures in Chriſt's com- 
plex perſon, ſeems more eaſily conceivable, than 
that of thoſe ſo oppoſite natures of which our 
own perſons are evidently compoſed. Our na- 
ture, which he aſſumed to his divine perſon, is in 
itſelf a complex one; for our benefit chiefly did 
he aſſume it, and as we are of all beings the 
moſt concerned to believe it; ſo of all beings 
have we higheſt reaſon to believe it, as we have 
in the conſtitution of our own natures, the 
nobleſt reſemblance of qur Redeemer's perſon 
creation ' affords. This manifeſtation of God 
in human fleſh is, as St. Paul ranks it, the firſt - 
n | | and 
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OE THE SON OF. GOD. 101 
and the greateſt myſtery of godlineſs,. which 
angels deſire to look into, but the moſt piercing 
intelligence cannot fully inveſtigate. Yet the 
myſtery lies not ſo much in the difficulty -f 
uniting natures/ eſſentially different, myſterious ' 
as that is, as in the wiſdom and moral fitneſs. of | 
ſuch an extraordinary conſtitution in the cecono= = -+- -& 
my of Divine Providence, the diſcuſſion of Which 3 
belongs not ſo much to the formation of Meſhah's 

perſon, as to the character he was to bear and 

the offices he was to perform. 7 4 
The perfect knowledge of this ſubject exceeds | = 1 
the comprehenſion; of our finite minds, yet we : 
can eaſily perceive there is nothing in it impoſſible, _ 

nothing repugnant to the nature of things. And 
though we cannot penetrate, the complete nature 436 
of this union, the tyes by which it exiſts, and. 

the laws of operation between the divine and 

human natures, yet by the light of reyelation, 

and the general knowledge of this great ſubject 

it hath afforded us, we can clearly. inveſtigate 

what is neceſſary for us to know of it in this 

preſent ſtate. As the council of  Chalcedon con- 

vened to take cognizance of the Ne/lorian hereſy 

declared, this union of theſe natures in our 

Saviour's perſon is conſtituted aovyxuruc, without 

any confuſion or commixture of theſe, natures ; 
alprmlug, without tranſmutation or change of theſe 

natures into each other; ade, without diviſion 

of theſe natures into two diſtinct perſons, and 
axupirius, Without, all future ſeparation of theſe 
natures, thus united in the perſon of the Son of 1 
God. Theſe were the terms by which the ancient ., 
church -guarded againſt the various errors which 
then ſprung up as.to the perſon of our Bleſſed 
Saviour. Being framed againſt theſe errors, they 
are all negative: yet they clearly enough indi-- 
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102 THE GENERATION AND PERSON 
'i cate the poſitive truth revelation teaches, and the 
Chriſtian church is to believe with regard to this 
article of our holy faith. - The divine and human 
natures are united in the perſon of Chriſt, with- 
out any confuſion or mixture of the one with the 
bother; for natures ſo eſſentially different, how- 
ever they may be connected, can never be blend- 
ed or confounded, but muſt each remain what 
it eſſentially is, and retain all the qualities that 
eſſentially belong to it. They are united with- 
out converſion gr tranſmutation. into each other ; 
for it is impoſſible that the infinite and divine 
nature can be changed into a finite and human, 
and as impoſſible that a finite and human can be 
tranſubſtantiated into an infinite and divine na- 
ture. But though the natures are two, the per- 
ſon is but one; for whenever two natures unite 
in one ' perſonal ſubſiſtence, they become one 
complex perſon. Had the human nature of Chriſt 
been created, and exiſted for ſome time before its 
aſſumption into perſonal union with the divine 
Word, each nature would have ſo long poſſeſſed 
its diſtin& perſonality ; but upon their union into 
one perſonal ſubſtance, their individual perſonali- 
ties unite alſo into one complex perſon. Much 
more is this the caſe in the incarnation of Chriſt : 
his human nature never exiſted by itſelf, but had 
the commencement of its exiſtence from its per- 
ſonal co-exiſtence with the divine Word, and of 
a ſimple perſon, as God, made him a complex 
_ perſon, as God-man. And though theſe natures 
remain diſtinct from each other, or without all 
confuſion or converſion, yet in this complex 
| perſon are they united together by ties ſo ſtrong- 


as can never broken; and in union ſo per- 
- manent as ſhall never be diffolved. Like the 
ſouls and bodies of the ſons of men, which 4 
7 : unite 
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united in our conſtitution without mixture or 


change of their natures, and though two diſtinct - 


natures, yet, by their perſonal union and co- 
exiſtence, make but.one perſon; and like theſe 


ſouls and bodies that in our future immortal ſtate - 
ſhall be united, never to be ſeparated: fo the 
divine Logos and a human nature are connected 


in union that is truly perſonal ; and ug theſe 


natures are eſſentially diſtinct, their perſonal union 
. ſhall never be diſſolved. The complex perſon is 


God, and he is man: he has the complete divine 
nature in one of its perſonal diſtinctions, and a 


complete human nature, with all their eſſential 


properties, co-exiſting in his perſon; yet the divine 


nature is not confounded with the human, nor the 


human nature with the divine. The divinity is not 
degraded to humanity, nor the humanity exalted 
to divinity, As the natures are not tranſub- 
ſtantiated, as little are their properties transferred. 
The infinite divinity partakes not the finite 
qualities of the humanity, nor the finite hu- 
manity the infinite perfections of the divinity. 
The divine nature becomes not finite in eſſence, 
knowledge or power, nor the human omnipre- 
ſent, omniſcient or almighty, but every nature 
retains the properties that eſſentially belong to it. 
Yet theſe natures, ds they co-exiſt in one perſon, 
co-exiſt and act in the moſt perfe& harmony and 
conſiſtence with each other. Like the ſoul in 
our complex nature, fo the divine Logos in the 
. complex perſon of Chriſt is the great principle 
of life, direction, and agency; and the human na- 


ture, like our animal frame, is juſtly under its 


direction and influence. The divinity exerts it- 


ſelf in communicating to the humanity every en- 


dowment intellectual and moral, and all com- 
petent happineſs, adapted to the different ſtates 
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104 THE GENERATION AND PERSON, &c. 
and characters in which he was to act; and the 
humanfty ever exifts and acts in juſt conſonance 
and ſubjection to its indwelling Deity. The 
general perſon, containing à divine and human 
nature, may be denominated from the one na- 
ture, from the other, or from both; and may _ 
have all the attributes of each aſcribed to him. | 
And as theſe natures were united in a way 
firfilar to generation, and this complex perſon. was 
generated by God, and conceived in and born of 

the Blefſed Virgin, he may be, and in Scripture is 
indiſcriminately deſigned the Son of God, or the 

Son of Man, | | , 
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Of the perſanal Excellence and Dignity of the. . 


| Son of God. 


A the generation of the Son of God, 


it follows that we treat next of the excel - 


lence and Py of the perſon generated. This 
is not only an eſſential part of this great ſubjeQR,.. 


but a part too of capital importance. From the 
complex perſon of the Son of God, and the ex- 


cellence of that perſon, flows his fitneſs for every 
office he was intended to diſcharge as the Son of 
God and Saviour of Men. | Ignorance of this 
perſonal excellence is the primary ſource of that 


diſregard to him that ſo impiouſly prevails in the 


world; whereas, juſt- conceptions of his dignity - 
and glory would at once ſupport our hopes f 
every buen, we expect from him, and cheriſh 

regard we juſtly owe fo him, The - 
natures divine and human which compoſe his 


his perſon, and ſeveral of the characters Aang es | 
in 


every dutifu 


to theſe natures, we have already mention 


oe 


the firſt chapter. But theſe natures were then 


rather proved than explained; rather eſtabliſhed + 
to pave the way for aſcertaining in what reſpect 
our Saviouris the Son of God, than toexhibit his + 
dignity in that perſon and character. But now 


that we have endeavoured by every evidence of 
revelation to decide this matter, and have ex- 


' plained his generation agreeably to that deciſion, 


let us, for our farther knowledge of him, proceed 


to. inveſtigate and diſplay, in the moſt obvious 


points, his perſonal 5 dignity and glory 
| | F 
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I. This.illuſtrious perſort is the Son of God, 


his only begotten Son, and infinitely ſuperior to 


all thoſe beings, who in an inferior ſenſe are called 


the Sons of God. This point of our Saviour's dig- 
nity reſults immediately from that divine generation 
of his complex perſon, which we laſt explained. 


generation, and of the Word of 


lay 
* 


From all eternity he had been the divine Logos, 
co-exiſting with the other divine ſubſiſtences in 
the ſame divine eſſence, and poſſeſſing every 
divine perfeQion, glory and happineſs thereto 
8 But in the fulneſs of time, God's 
co- eſſential, co-equal, and co- eternal Word, aſ- 
ſumed our humanity to his 1 by divine 
> became 

In aſſuming this new, he did not 
y aſide his former character. His divine ſub 
ſiſtence is immutable, and his divine relation to the 


alſo his Son. 


Father in that perſonal ſubſiſtence is immutable, 


as every thing in divinity ever muſt be. Ac- 


_ cordingly, though St. John informs us, that the 


divine Word, by being made fleſh, became the 
begotten Son of God, and commonly deſcribes 
him after his incarnation by that name; yet, 


to ſhow us that he did not lay aſide, but 


continued alſo in his original character, he, after 


his incarnation, repreſents him ſtill as the Word 
of God, Rev. xix. 13. By receiving this ad- 


ditional nature, he receives an additional cha- 


racter himſelf, and an additional relation to God. 
By the acceſſion of a human nature to his divine 


- _ Perſon, he, of the Word of God, becomes Im- 
manuel, God- man; and receiving this acceſſion 


in the way of generation, he who is the eſſential 
Word of God in his divine, becomes the Son 
of God in his complex perſon. This gives him 
at once the higheſt dignity, perfection, and ex- 
cellence. To be the ſon of an earthly king, is 
LY | reckoned 
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be, to be the Son of God—the Maker and 


poſſeſs him of higher excellence than his former 


\ 
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reckoned the higheſt earthly honour to which a 


child can be born. What honour muſt it then 


Sovereign of the vaſt univerſe | But honour is 


lied in this character. With the relation of 
Son of God, Chriſt poſſeſſes the . perſonal cha- 


racter that founds it, and with the relative honour, 


he has all the real excellence that conſtitutes 
and adorns that ſuper-eminent character. He 
poſſeſſes the divine nature of his Father, 
with: all: thoſe great and glorious perfections that 


him eternally as God's co-eſſential Word, and 
all theſe. continue to belong to him as the Son 
of God, or Word incarnate. No character can 


not the whole, nay, nor the higheſt dignity im- 


4 


are eſſential to that nature. "Theſe belonged to - 


- 


give him a. nearer connexion with God, nor 


one; yet this moſt intimate of all connexions is 


continued, and ſeconded by one which next to 
it, and along with it, gives him the endeared 
relation of his proper Son. No additional. per- 


fection can render divinity more perfect; yet 
his divine perfections, as the Word, continue 
with him as the Son of God; and have added 


4 


* 


i 


to them in his complex perſon, all the perfections 


belonging to his human nature. As God's co- 


eſſential Word, exiſting in the ſame eſſence and 


poſſeſſed of the ſame perfections with the firſt 


perſon, he ever was the object of his ſupreme and 


infinite love. But this God of love now views 


him in his complex perſon; views him in that 


perſon as his Son, his only begotten Son, and 
loves him with a divine affection extended to 


ce 


* 
— 


2 
4, 


— 
* 


his whole perſon, and ſuited to the endearing - 


additional relation which he now. bears to him. 


* 
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108 THE EXCELLENCE AND DIGNITY © | 
comes in every view a ſouree of his higheſt dig- 


nity, and Get an excellence and glory that 
has no par 
ſons of God; and have all ſome character from, 
and ſome relation to him, which found that 
- honourable appellation. Angels are called his 
ſons, Fob xxxviii. 7. as being the productions of 
his creative power, and 2 1 
infinite perfection. Men are called his ſons, oer 


el. Many other beings are called 


nitg images of his 
offspring, 4s xvii. 28. as being formed by the 


great Father of being, and formed after his like- 


neſs in thoſe perfections, intellectual and moral, 
with which our nature was adorned. True 
Chriſtians are his ſons in an additional ſenſe; 
as being regenerated by his Spirit after his divine 
image in wiſdom and goodneſs, and inveſted in 
all the honours and privileges of his children, 
But Chriſt is the Son of God in a ſenſe infinite-, 
ly higher and properer than any of theſe. Theſe 


are his ſons by creation, or adoption; Chriſt is 


his Son by generation, His whole other chil- 


dren are his ſons, by a ſimilar nature. Chriſt 
is his begotten Son, who has a nature the ſame, 


and the ſame not only in kind, but which is the 
peculiar privilege of the Son of God, and 
which no other ſon of God, or of man, can 
claim; he has the very ſame numerical eſſence 
with his Father, though under a different per- 
ſonal ſubſiſtence. Correſpondent to this ſuperior 
ground of Sonſhip, is the infinite ſuper-emi- | 
nence oyer all the created children of God, 
which the Scriptures aſcribe to him. Thus, 


gays God, „I will make him my firſt born, 
higher than the kings of the earth,” P/alm- 
Ixxxix. 31. giving him pre-eminence above the. 


Higheſt creatures in this terreſtrial world. The 


ſame is his declared tranſcendence above the 


higheſt 
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of the angels, ſaid he at any time, Thou art 


« my Son, this day have I begotten thee.“ 
_ Nay, ſuch is his infinite ſuperiority. to the whole 
creation, angelic as well as human, that when 


God bringeth in the firſt- begotten into the world, 


he ſayeth, „Let all the angels of God worſhip 
« him,” Heb. i. 4—6. But in what is this 


infinite ſuperiority repreſented to conſiſt ? Angels 
he declares to be created ſpirits, the Son to be 


God their Creator; angels to be miniſters of his 


_ preſence and kingdom, the Son to be the Prince- 
royal of heaven, the. heir and joint- poſſeſſor 
with his Father of the throne of the univerſe, 


while his inferior ſons are only his ſubjects and 


ſervants, miniſtring to his Majeſty in his celeſtial 
court, or executing his commands through his 
extenſive empire. And of angels he fayeth, 
«© Who maketh his angels ſpirits, and his mi- 
© niſters a flame of fire, But unto the Son, 


& he faith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
« and ever. Thou, Lord, in the neg 


4 haſt laid the foundation of the earth, a 
6 the heavens are the work of thy hands. — But 
% to which of the angels, ſaid he at any time, 


« Sit thou on my right hand, until I make 
& thine enemies thy footſtool,” Heb. i. 7, 8; 


IO, 13. 
This is the fundamental character, and the 


diſtinguiſhing glory of the great Meſſiah, It 
communicates to him, as God-man, his Fatherfs 


nature, which is his higheſt excellence; his 
Father's image, which is his higheſt perfection; 
and his Father's love, which is his higheſt bleſ- 

; | ſedneſs. 
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higheſt created excellences in the heavenly king- * 
dom. For he is made ſo much better than the 
angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a. 
more excellent name than they; for unto which. 


— 
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ſedneſs. It makes Chriſt the man that is God's 
fellow, as God himſelf hath declared, Zech. 
Xiii, 7. and poſſeſſor of all the fulneſs, and heir to 
all the honours and poſſeſſions of God. This, 
therefore, his divine Father ever repreſents as his 

Son's diſtinguiſhing character; foretelling it by his 
prophets, announcing it at his conception and 
birth by an angel, declaring it with the heavens 
opened at his baptiſm, and confirming it by raiſing 
him in power from the dead, exalting him to his 

right hand in the higheſt heavens, and command- 
ing his whole creation to honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father. 

IT. He is the brighteſt and moſt perfect image 

of his divine Father. Every thing that generates, 
generates its like; A ſon, as he partakes their 
nature, ſo he naturally poſſeſſes a reſemblance of 
his parents. Such is the eſtabliſhed law of God, 

- among human children; and the ſame natural 
law holds equally as to God's own divine and 
only begotten Son. As Son of Man, partaker 
of our nature, he reſembles: the ſpecies from 
which, as to his fleſh, he deſcended, in a rational 
ſoul and human body; though theſe too are 

Ry ſuperior to the moſt excellent of his 

indred. But the chief conſtituent of his com- 

plex perſon is the divine Word ; his chief and 
daiſtinguiſhing character in that perſon, is, that 
be is the Son of God; and as Son of God, one 

bol his nobleſt diſtinctions is, that he is the perfect 
image of his All- perfect Father. Thus St. Paul 
aſſures us, that „ he is the image of the inviſible 

„ God,” Col. i. 15. Nay, 9 the ful- 

lleſt and ſtrongeſt, the ſame apoſtle affirms, that 
e he is the brightneſs of his F PT: and 


the expreſs image of his perſon, Heb, i. 3. 
©: i | This. 7 
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we conſult the ſacred oracles, we ſhall find 


that there is not one eſſential perfection, be- 
longing to the divine Father, but what belongs 
_ equally to his divine and.co-effential Son, Thus 
is God an infinite and tranſcendent Spirit, ohn 
iv. 24. ſo alſo is the. Son; for as to their divine 
eſſence, he. declares, <* I and my Father are 


„ one,” John x. 30. Is the Father eternal, 
who is, was, and is to come, Rev. i. 4. the 
very ſame attribute in the very ſame words, is 


aſcribed to the Son. I am Alpha and Qme-. 
« oa, the beginning and the ending, ſaith the 
cc 


rd, which is, and which was, and which 


« js to come, Rev. i, 8. Is the Father infinite. 
in eſſence, and ſo preſent with every creature 
that exiſts through the vaſt. univerſe, Pſal. 

likewiſe is the Son. Thus, 
when his human nature was to be exalted to hea- 
ven, and his diſciples to be left behind and to be 
diſperſed through every nation, and to every 


CXXXIX. 7, 8. ſo 


quarter of. the globe, promulgating his religion ; 
he aſſures them, that in regard to his divine 
preſence and eſſence, he ſhould {till be with them 
all, and with all their genuine ſucceſſors to the 


end of the world, Matih. xxiv. 19. Is this eter- 
nal, infinite Father, without all variableneſs or 
ſhadow of turning, James i. 17. ſo, as to his 
divine nature, is the Son. Thus what the, 


Pſalmiſt affirmed of the Deity in general, the 


apoſtle applies to the Son, as ſecond perſon 45 | 


OF THE SON OF GOD. 1 

This reſemblance of the Deity extends to the 
general perſon of the Son, conſiſting of a divine 
and human nature, but lies chiefly in the 
former. In that reſpe& he is God co-effential - 
with his Father; and poſlefling the very ſame - 
divine nature, poſſeſſes all thoſe perfections that 
characterize and diſtinguiſh-it. Accordingly, if 
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112 THE EXCELLENCE AND DIGNITY. 
the Godhead. Thou, Lord, in the beginning, 
„ haſt laid the foundations of the earth, and the 
«6 heavens are the work of thy hands; they ſhall 
$6 periſh, but thou remaineſt; and they ſhall all 
« wax old, as doth a garment, and as a veſture 
„ ſhalt thou fold them up, and they ſhall be 


c changed; but thou art the ſame, and thy 


<« years ſhall not fail,” Pſ. cii. 24, 25, and Heb, 
1,,10—12. Is the Father Almighty, 2 Cor. vi. 
18. ſo the Son, alſo is the Almighty, Rev. i. 8. 
Does the Father know all things, 1 John ili. 
20. ſo ſays St. Peter of the Son, Lord, thou 
„ knoweſt all things, John xxi. 17. Is the 
Father poſſeſſed of infinite wiſdom, and called, 
The only wife God, 1 Tim. i. 17. the Son alſo 
is called, the only wiſe God, our Saviour,” 
Jude ver. 25. Is the Father, in ſhort, a perſon 
of infinite goodneſs and rectitude, purity and 
truth; ſo alſo is the Son, for „ in him dwelleth 
all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily,” Col. ii. 9. 
And as the reſult of all this infinite perfection, 
is the Father declared in Scripture to be the 
„ Higheſt,” Luke i. 32. and * the Bleſſed,” 
Mart xiv. 61. ſo is Chriſt the Son declared alſo 
to be © over all, God, and bleſſed for ever, 
Rom. ix. LL 5 , 5, 
But is this image of God which is the glory of 
his Son, to be confined wholly to his divine 
nature? By no means. Indeed ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, Chriſt cannot be called the image of God, 
as to his eſſence or nature, for the eſſence of 
the Father and the Word are one and the ſame, 
When he is conſidered as the image of God in his 
divine character, it muſt be as he is a diſtinct. 
divine perſon, co-exiſting with the Father in the 
tame eſſence, and perfectly ſimilar to him. Or, 
as this divine perſon is united with human nature, 
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or THE SON or GOD. 114 
_ adorned with the divine image in wiſdom and 
goodneſs, majeſty and glory, ſo his being the 


image of God may denote either that godlike 


effulgence of divinity through his humanity, or 


the reſemblance of his human to his divine nature. 
In either of theſe views this character includes alſo 
his human nature. And that this nature too is the 
ſubject of the divine image, the apoſtle plainly inti- 


mates when he defines Chriſt to be the image of 


the inviſible God, and the firſt-born of every 


& creature.“ Col. i. 15. For the divine perſon of 


Chriſt is no more viſible than that of the Father, 
and has no other relation to the creatures he hath 
made: ſo that theſe characters expreſs his complex 
perſon, and ſo include his humanity as a ſubject alſo 
of the divine image. His human nature indeed, eſ- 
ſentially and ſeparately conſidered, gave him the 
likeneſs of humanity ; but — in that purity 
and perfection in which it was created, the glory 
to which it is exalted, and the perſonal union wit 


its Maker which it ever poſſeſſes, it raiſes him far 


above the higheſt creatures, and | exhibits the 
ſtrongeſt reſemblance of divinity creation affords. 


In his generation and while he converſed with 


men, he appeared more in the likeneſs of men ; 
but in his reſurrection from the dead and aſcen- 
ſion into heaven, which the Scripture meta- 
phorically repreſents as his ſecond. generation, he 
appeared more fully in the image of God, Yet in 
every ſtate of his exiſtence did the Son of God, 
even in his human nature, bear a moſt ſtriking 
reſemblance to his divine Father. Formed not 
by natural generation from fallen. beings, as 
other men, - but by ſupernatural divine power, as 
became the Son of God, he was free of that 
ſinful taint that infects all the natural progeny of 
degenerate Adam. His ſoul, as became the moſt 
11 g | e intimate 
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i THE EXCELLENCE AND DIGNITY 
intimate aſſociate of the divine Logos, was 
created of the moſt excellent nature, and of the 
.., moſt capacious natural powers intellectual and 
. ative. Theſe powers were adorned with the 
bright lineaments of his Father's image in wiſ- 
dom, rectitude, and goodneſs, from their very 
creation; for from his generation was he . ſancti- 
| £6 fied and ſo ſent into the world,” Jobn x. 36. 
The Divine Spiritwwas given to him in all his gifts 
and graces in an immeaſurable degree, to form 
this begotten, as he does the adopted Sons of God, 
after the divine image, e. iik 34. and to reſt 
upon him as a ſpirit of witdom and underſtanding, 
a ſpirit of council and might, a ſpirit of know- 
ledge and of the fear of the Lord, /a. xi. 2. Be. 
| fides all this, he enjoyed a ſource of improvement 
* Ta and perfection, which none but himſelf could ever 
poſſeſs, even a perſonal union and communion 
of his human nature with that infinite ſource of 
light and perfection, his divine / perſon} This 
communication of divine influence from his divine 
nature, and from the Holy Spirit eſſentially con- 
nected with that nature, to his humanity, like 
the energy of our ſouls towards: our bodies, was 
indeed voluntary, and wiſely adapted to the va- 
rious ſtages through which he had to paſs, and to 
the parts he had to act for the ſalvation of man- 
kind. By all theſe means of improvement, was 
the Son of God formed after his Father's image, 
in the higheſt perfection which his human nature 
in the different eſtates of its being would admit. 
His capacious mind was ſtored with treaſures of 
knowledge and wiſdom, derived immediately 
from the omniſcient mind divine, with which 
it was ſo cloſely connected. His will, ever 
righteous, was, from his godlike wiſdom, 
raiſed . to the higheſt moral . reQitude, .. re- 
175 | 8 ſembling 
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OF THE SON OF GOD. ng 
ſembling the will divine. His heart glowed with 
the moſt generous goodneſs and benevolence, re- 

ſembling God his Father, whoſe higheſt and 
moſt amiable character is that he is love, 1 Jahn 
iv. 8, So conſummate was his wiſdom, that he 


never was guilty of one inſtance of folly, So 


perfect his virtue, as rendered him ſuperior to 
every aſſault of vice. So inviolable from his firſt 
exiſtence were his principles of univerfal good- 
neſs, as no temptation could corrupt. So perfect 
through his whole life were his piety and virtue, 
as noextent of the divine law could exceed ; and 
what no man, no angel, what not the: higheſt 
created being, in its Arft and probationary ſlate, 
can attain, rendered the man Chriſt Jeſus abſo- 


lutely impeccable, During his whole life on 


earth, his character was one uniform. diſplay of 
knowledge the moſt infallible, of wiſdom the 
moſt conſummate, of purity the moſt eminent, of 
piety the moſt ſublime, of benevolence and: kind- 
neſs the moſt generous and extenſive, Never 
was ſuch godlike perfection to be found in 


man; never did angel, or the higheſt created. 
being, in excellence and goodneſs ſo. reſemble: 


God. 


Father, much more does he reſemble him in his 
ftate of complete perfection in heaven. His body 
is ſpiritualized and raiſed to the higheſt reſem- 
blance of his ſoul, and his ſoul to the higheſt 


But if in his ſtate of- minority, as it were, 
upon earth, the holy Jeſus ſo much reſembled his 


/ 


reſemblance of God, that their finite natures © 


will admit. Univerſal knowledge and wiſdom, 
rectitude and goodneſs, in a ſuper-eminent degree, 
dignify and exalt his ſoul within, while a god- 
like majeſty and glory, transfuſed from its indwel- 
ling Deity, adorn his body without, As if. a 
cryſtalline globe were caſt round the body of Bo 

| . ung. 


116 THE EXCELLENCE AND DIGNITY” 
fun, which though it remained diſtin from it, 
= receiving and tranſmitting its rays, would 
ongly reſemble the glorious orb it contained, 
ſo, by its perſonal union with, and its confor- 
mation to the Deity in its glorification in 


a heaven, the human nature of Chriſt highly re- 


ſembles his divine. The glory of the Deity tranſ- 
mitted through his humanity, renders him the 
image of the inviſible God; and in his 
complex perſon as-God-man, he is the bright- - 
neſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon. Other ſons bear ſome reſem-+ 
blance of God their Father, in the ſpirituality 
of their natures, and the powers intellectual and 
moral with which their natures.. are endowed, 
but poſſeſs nothing of real divinity. Chriſt in 
His. human nature poſſeſſes this ſimilitude to God 
above all created beings; and what raiſes him in- 
finitely above them all, he as the divine Word 
made fleſh is God equal with the Father, for in 
Rim dwells all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. 
They are the created children of God, and have. 
only a finite reſemblance of their maker. He 
is God's begotten Son, who has a divine as well 
as a created nature, and who therefore is the 
perfect and viſible image of the inviſible God, 
and the firſt- born of every creature, 1 Col. i. 15. 
which ſuggeſts to us. Ty Ol 
III. That he is the head or chief of the 
creation of God. The former character re- 
ferred chiefly to his divinity, this relates chiefly 
to his humanity'z yet, as his being the image of 
God. extended alſo to his human, ſo his being 
the chief of God's creation reſults in a. high 
degree from his divine nature. The creation of 
God is filled with orders of intelligent beings, 
riſing from men to angels. and archangels, 
pots e | cherubim 
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*OF THE SON OF GOD. 175 
cherubim and ſeraphim, thrones, dominions, prin- 
- .cipalities and powers, in numbers and natures 
which we cannot fully underſtand in our preſent 
Nate. Theſe are alk children of the ſame divine 
Father, and riſe in beautiful gradation of nature 
and excellence, dignity and glory, one above 


another, from the fainteſt to the brighteſt image 


of their great Original. But however excellent 

in perfection, or exalted in djgnity, any of theſe 
created ſons of the Almighty may be, his only 
| begotten Son far tranſcends them all. His human 
nature connects him more particularly with the 
human kind, which is the loweſt ſpecies we 
know of in the intelligent creation, Yet, by its 
perſonal co-exiſtence with all · perfect divinity, 
and the godlike perfection and Horz it poſſeſſes, 
it is raiſed in excellence and dignity above the 
higheſt of God's creation, and is exalted ta be 
the head and Lord of all. His exiſtence in this 
lower world, like that of his human brethren, 
was a ſtate of gradual formation towards its 
compleat and immortal nature, and therefore his 
reſurrection is beautifully repreſented as his com- 
pleat generation and birth. And he js in this 
reſpect called the . firſt-begotten, and the firſt- 
born from the dead,” Rev. i. 5. Col. i. 18. And 
David's prediction of his generation, Pf. 11, 7, 
is applied to his reſurrection, As xiii. 33. ſar 
though his incarnation made him the ſon of 
God, his reſurrection raiſed him to the com- 
plete perfection and glory belonging to that 
character. During his reſidence among men, he 
appeared rather as man and the ſon of man. 


At his exaltation to God, he appeared in all the 


perfection and glory of the Son of God. While 
he tabernacled on earth, he condeſcended for 


our ſalvation to take upon him the form of a 
; ſervant, 
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- £18 - THE EXCELLENCE AND DIGNITY 
* Tervant; and deſcended lower than the loweſt of 
his human brethren, ' But ſo ſoon as this ſtate of 
felf-abaſement was over, he ſhone forth in all his 
"dignity and excellence the man who was God's 
c fellow,” Zech. xiii. 7. and infinitely higher than 
the higheſt of creation. His 8 is adorned 
with univerſal ſplendor and glory, Ante than 
the ſun, and his ſoul with wiſdom and goodneſs, 
which far tranſcend he nobleſt intelligences. This 
unequalled perfection of his humanity raiſes him 
in excellence, and the perſonal union it has with 
the indwelling Deity gives him in dignity infinitely 
the pre-eminence above the whole creation, and 
exalts him even in his loweſt nature, to be the 
head and Lord of the univerſe. RT | 
But ſhould we conſider the Son of God in his 
divine character, ſuperadding to the .higheſt per- 
fection of the human the infinitely greater perfec- 
tion of the divine nature, there all compariſon with 
creation is loſt ; for what proportion can there 
be between infinite and finite, between the divine 
Word the equal of the Father, and the higheſt 
creature that can or does exiſt? The moſt glorious 
angels in heaven vaniſh in his preſence,as the ſtars 
of the ſky upon the appearance of the ſun. His 
glorious humanity, though it obſcures all created 
excellence, is here itſelf loſt in that infinitely more 
glorious nature into which it is aſſumed; and 
the Son of God complexly conſidered, ſtands 
on the whole infinitely nearer to the Deity, 
than to the higheſt of the creation. For his divi- 
nity, as it is infinitely the moſt glorious and per- 
fect, ſo it is infinitely the greateſt conſtituent of 
the Son of Gad. But as his divinity connects 


him with God, and makes him equal with God; 
ſo his humanity connects him with the creatures, 
and by its excellence and dignity, places him 


at 


OFTHE. SON or GOD, uy; 


at the head of the univerſe; and both conjoin'd. 


in the conſtitution of his perſon, make him in one 
reſpect the Creator of all things, and in another, 


the head and glory of his creation. Thus ſays the 


Pſalmiſt of him, Thou art fairer than the chil- 


„ dren of men, grace is poured into thy lips, 
“ for God hath bleſſed thee for ever; and again 


«© God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 


c the oil of gladneſs above thy fellows.” Pſal. 
xlv. ii. 7. And the apoſtle affirms his, premi- 
nence to angels. For to which of the angels 


<« ſaid he, at any time, Thou art my Son, this 
cc. day have I begotten thee, and fit t 


gotten into the world, he. ſays, ** Let all the 
«© angels of God worſhip him,“ Heb. i. 5, b, 13. 
In his ſtate of humiliation on earth, his glory was 


veiled under human fleſh, and he was made a little 
lower than the angels by his ſuffering of death, 
but is now crowned with ma and honour, . 


chap. ii. 9. Raiſed from the dead, God ſet him 
at his own right hand, in the higheſt heavens. 
There his divinity diffuſes itſelf full in and over 
his humanity, not deifying it indeed, but ren- 


dering it the likeſt and the neareſt to Deity, - its 


created nature can be. There he is placed by 


his Father, on his right hand, „ Far above all. 
<« principality and power, and might, and domi- 


„ nion, and every name that is named, not only 
« in this world, but in that which is to come, 
Eb. i. 20, 21. And there he reigns, the con- 
felled Lord and glory of the creation, in whom 
his Father ſupremely delights, and whom his 


whole empire of virtuous, beings, from the loweſt. 
to the higheſt, contemplate with wonder, reye- 
rence and love, and eſteem it their honour to 


4 | ſerve, 


ou on my 
right hand, untill I make thine enemies thy 
6 footſtoo}.” But when he bringeth his firſt be- 
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ſerve, their glory to reſemble, and their happineſs 


to enjoy for ever and ever. 


V. This Son of God is the conjunction of all 


being and perfection, and the grand connecting 
bond between God and creation, and of the va- 


rious orders of creation with one another. Theſe 


comprehenſive characters relate to his whole com- 


plex perſon; his 8 the only N Son and 


perfect image of his Father, reſpected chiefly his 


divinity; his being the firſt- born and head of the 


creation, regarded chiefly his humanity, though 


| they both included alſo his other natures. But 


this comprehends directly and at once, both his 
deity and humanity, and ſo repreſents the excel- 
lence and glory of his general perſon. 

Chriſt is a conjunction of all being, and of al! 
in the higheſt poſſible perfection. The whole in- 
telligent ſyſtem of being, ſo far as we are in- 
formed of it, includes the great eternal and in- 


finite Spirit, even God; pure and finite ſpirits, 


created by him, which we call angels; and 
ſpirits connected with material bodies, as men. 
The firſt of theſe ſtands infinitely ſuperior to and 
diſtinct from all created eſſences, yet comes 
under the generical claſs of being. Of theſe claſſes 


of being, the two firſt are perfectly ſimple and 


homogeneous, the laſt is a compound one. Man, 
though the loweſt, is the moſt wonderful being 
that we know in the creation ; he is a conjunc- 
tion and abridgement of all created nature. His 
ſon! connects him with the angelic, his body 
with the animal creation, ſo that the ſpiritual 


and material worlds unite in our perſon. But he 
who is the Son of God, and the Son of Man, is 


yet greatly more wonderful: for in him, not 
only every ſpecies of created being, but the 


infinite Creator too, are perſonally united. His 
| ſubſiſtence 
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ſubſiſtence as the divine Word eſſentially unites 
him with God; his glorious ſoul ſtands related 
to the whole ſpiritual creation of angels and men; 
yet, formed for union with his divine perſon on 
the one hand, and his human body on the other, 
it both. riſes above angels, and yet condeſcends by 
its union with a human body to claſs with men, 
and ſo gives Chriſt in a ſpecial manner the nature 
of man. | | | 
But. as all theſe excellent natures are united in 
Chriſt, ſothey are all united in himin their higheſt 
perfection. As God, he is the Moſt High God, 
equal with the other divine ſubſiſtences in the God- 
head; for there are no degrees, and no differences 
in an infinite being. As a created ſpirit, his foul 
in nature is allied to all created ſpirits; yet in ex- 
cellence and perfection is ſuperior to them all. 
As man, he poſſeſſes the ſame ſpecific nature with 
all-his brethren; but that human nature is raiſed 
to the higheſt excellence and glory, of which it 
is ſuſceptible, and from its co-exiſtence with 
the divinity, to a dignity which the higheſt of 
creation can never enjoy. Uniting theſe natures, 
he unites their perfections; and uniting theſe 
natures in their higheſt pitch of perfection, he 
unites all their perfections in the higheſt degree. 
Every divine and infinite perfection, of eternal 
exiſtence, infinite eſſence, all- ſufficient fulneſs, 
omnipotent power, omniſcient knowledge, in- 
fallible wiſdom, invariable rectitude, and bound- 
leſs goodneſs, eſſential to the Deity, and poſſeſ- 
ſed by the other co- eſſential ſubſiſtences in that 
Deity, are in the ſame ſupreme degree poſſeſſed 
by the Son. All thoſe finite, yet glorious excel- 
lentes, conferred by the Father of being and per- 
fection on his created children, and reſembling 
thoſe in their all- perfect Father, are in their 
G higheſt 
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higheſt degree beſtowed upon kim, who, in pre- 
eminence above the whole creation, is his begot- 
ten, his only begotten Son. As he is the con- 
junction of univerſal being, ſo he is alſo the aſ- 
ſemblage of all perfection. No wonder then that 
the rt character given of him by the prophet, 


„ ſmhould be xby Wonderful, Jai. ix. 6. or that 


the firſt article ſtated by the apoſtle in the myſtery 
of godlineſs, ſhould be this, God manifeſted 
6 in the fleſh,” 1 Tim. iii. 16. for every ſpecies 
of nature, infinite and finite, ſelklexiftent and 
created, every ſpecies of excellent eſſence and 
perfection, divine, angelie and human, by the 
moſt myſterious conjunction - are united in the 
perſon of the Son of God. 

Thus uniting all being in the conſtitution of 
his perſon, this glorious Immanuel becomes the 
grand connecting bond between God and crea- 
tion, and of the different parts of creation with 
each other. God is connected with the uni- 
verſe as its Creator, Preſerver, and Lord; and 
by this their common Maker and Lord, and the 
beautiful dependence and gradation he hath eſta- 
Wliſhed through the great ſyſtem, are all the 
parts of it cloſely connected. By all theſe 
tyes does Chriſt, as God, connect the various 
parts of creation; * for by him were all 
de things created, and by him do they all conſiſt,” 
Col. i. 16, = But the grand connecting bond 
between God and creation, and between the 
different parts of creation with one another, is 
the Son of God. What the Stoics of old, and 
Spinoziſts of late, falſely held as to the union 
between God and the univerſe, holds in a high 
degree in God's Son our Saviour; here God is 
embodied with a created nature; here he is con- 
nected with the ſpiritual ſyſtem in the union 

| tac 
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the divine Word with Chriſt's human ſobl, 
Spirit finitd with infinite, human with divine; 


and throhgh-its connection with his human body, | 


he, is connected, though leſs cloſely, with the ma- 
terial ſyſtem. But as he connects God with 
creation, and creation with God, ſo he connects 


the great parts of creation one with another. 


His human nature, though ſpecifically the loweſt, 
yet in that ſuper-eminent excellence in which he 

ath aſſumed it, ranks too with every ſuperior, 
order of created intelligences, and ſurpaſſes far. 


the higheſt of them; yet from the higheſt to the 


loweſt connects the whole, gives them a nearer 
relation to God and to each other, and lays a 
firmer ground of friendſhip with both, than 
otherwiſe had been enjoyed. In ſhort, this glo- 


rious perſon fills up the infinite chaſm, and forms 


the connecting link in the chain of univerſal 
being, between God and his creation. Or like 
the head in the human ſyſtem, that unites the 
ſpirit with its inferior animal body, poſſeſſes the 
nature of both, and all the qualities of both, and 
all theſe qualities in their higheſt perfection, 
and is the eſtabliſhed bond of union and inter- 
courſe between the whole, ſo is the ſecond perſon, 
in the Godhead united with our nature. He con- 
nects God with creation, and creation with 
God; the intellectual with the material, and the 
various orders of created intelligences with each 


other, in bands that ſhall never be diffolved. 


Teſus is the Son at once of God and of man, and 
the cement of everlaſting union . betwixt them. 
This begotten Son connects the divine Father of 
the univerſe it cloſer and more endearing con- 


junction with his created children; and by the 


conſtitution of his mediatorial perſon, -as well as 
by the exerciſe of his mediatorial offices, is form- 
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A #24 THE EXCELLENCE AND DIGNITY, c. 
I ed to unite God and his creation, in love and 
= _ friendſhip that ſhall endure for ever. This our 
2 . Saviour himſelf intimates, when he thus prays to 
_.. his Father in behalf of his church, © that they 
=_ & all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and 
= << T in thee, that they alſo may be one in us. 
| | « ] in them and thou in me, that they may be 
—_—, 4 made perfect in one, and that the world may 
= - know that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt loved 
4 . * them, as thou haſt loved me,” John xvii. 21, 
= 23. This the apoſtle declares at large, when he 
= aſſures us, „it was the purpoſe of God, that in 


«© the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times, he 
might gather together in one, or reunite under 

one head,” as the word avaxcpzraiwoarga ſigni- 
fies, all things in Chriſt, both which are in 
„ heaven, and which are on earth, even in him,“ 
Eph. i 10. For in him it pleaſed the Father, 
that all fulneſs ſhould dwell, and having made 
& peace through the blood of his creſs, by him 


oy. | « to reconcile all things to himſelf, even by him, 
NF „ whether they be things on earth, or things in 

, heaven,“ Col. i. 19, 20. But this naturally 
11 IEF brings us forward from the perſon to the offices 
id of the Son of God, which is to be the ſubject of 
8 4 the next chapter. | | 
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Of the great and important Offices the Son of 
5 , God was to execute, _ 


HEN an extraordinary perſon is; by di- 
V Y - vine appointment, . ſent forth into the 5 
world, ſome adequate end muſt needs be deſigned 
by it; for the allwiſe Creator and ruler of the 
univerſe can do nothing in vain: I he moſt 
extraordinary perſon that ever appeared in the 
world, was the Son of God. In him deity and 
.- humanity, the creator and an abridgment of his 
creation, are united, and co-exiſt in the ſame 
perſon ; and 'this perſon, though infinitely the 
bigheſt and holieſt that ever partook a created 
nature, was ſubjefed, as we ſhall fee, to the 
deepeſt abaſement and ſufferings that ever were 
endured. This moſt wonderful phenomenon, 
in the moral world, hath employed the ſcrutiny, 
not only of human but angelic minds, from its 
| firſt exhibition, and muſt excite the mingled 
wonder, ſatisfaction, and joy of God's rational 
creation to endleſs ages. But, though no finite 
intelligence ſhall ever be able fully to compre- i 
hend the conſtitution of this glorious perſon, . 
and all the great deſigns effected by his agency; 3 
yet, every candid and diſcerning mind, that at- 
tends to the. various offices divine and human 
he was to perform, and to the honour thence 
reſulting to God and the happineſs to his crea- 
tures, muſt be convinced, that a perſon only 
who was God and Man could perform theſe 
offices, and that this whole ſcheme is not only 
: G 3 molt 
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126 THE OFFICES OF CHRIST 
moſt worthy of God, but the moſt conſummate 
contrivance of his wiſdom and manifeſtation. of 
his goodneſs, that ever was given to his rational 
creation. From the evi na then, let us pro- 
ceed to conſider and unfold the official character 
of the Son of God. To mention and explain 
at large, all, the particular offices this illuſtrious 
perſon was to execute, were inconſiſtent with 
the conciſeneſs of our preſent plan, We ſhall; 
therefore, repreſent thoſe offices that are more 
capital and comprehenſive, together with their 
neceſſity and orr Saviour's execution of them, 
in a general way; by which the neceſſity and 


— 


propriety of his perſonal character, and his im- 


portant offices for the honour of his Father and 
the happineſs of his brethren, will be clearly 
perceived. 255 | be: | 
I. This iluftrious perſon was to be the Saviour 
of his periſhing brethren of mankind. his is 
the primary office of the Son of God with re- 
gard to the creation, and comprehends all his 
particular offices with reſpect to mankind {7 and, 
therefore, this claims our firſt conſideration, It 
was our nature particularly into which he was 


born, for it was our ſalvation in a ſpecial man- 


ner he was deſigned to accomplith. Accord- 
ingly, the firſt and the moſt general official name, 
by which he was called, is Ns given him for 
this expreſs reaſon, that he was to ſave his peo- 
ple from their ſins, Matth. i. 21. 


By the temptations of Satan, and their own 


jm ven compliance with them, the firſt parents of 
ur human race had tranſgreſſed thoſe juſt laws 
their great Maker preſcribed to them, for the 


preſervation and improvement of their own per- 
fection and happineſs, and the communication 


of the ſame perfection and happineſs to their 


4 | offspring 
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| THE SON,OF. GOD. 127 
offspring. By this moſt criminal offence, 
they had forfeited to themſelves. and their po- 
ſterity, all thoſe bleſſings which the divine good» 
neſs had promiſed as the reward of their obe- 
dience; and involved both in all thoſe evils, 
which are either the natural conſequence, or the . 

Juſt and declared puniſhment of their tranſgre . 
fon. We had loſt the original perfection of our 
nature in knowledge, rectitude and goodneſs, 
and were involved in much imperfection and 
depravity. In conſequence of this and our own 
actual 5 proceeding from it, we had forfeited 
the favour of God, which is our chief good, 
and incurred his diſpleaſure and the effects of ity: 
which is our greateſt miſery. As to our body, 
we had forfeited the ſupernatural bleſſing of im- 
mortality, which ſhould have been the reward, 
and a. moſt proper one, of a pure and guiltleſs 
ſoul, and were ſunk down to that ſtate of diſeaſe 
and mortality, that are the conſequence of ani- 
mal nature and the declared puniſhment of that 
ſih, by which ſupernatural perfection of mind 

and immortality of body were forfeited to man- 
kind. As the future effect of theſe evils, we 

had forfeited life eternal in the everlaſting image 
and enjoyment of God in a higher and happier 
world, and rendered ourſelves, foul and body, 
obnoxious by our ſins to everlaſting deſtruction. 
Such were the ſad loſſes we had ſuſtained, and 
the many dreadful evils in which we were in- 
volved. * What completed our miſery was, that 
we had neither inclination nor ability to extri- 
cate ourſelves from theſe terrible ol and re- 
cover the happineſs from which we had fallen. 
The rectitude of the Deity, and the nature of 
things required perfect conformity to his image, 
as the firſt foundation of happineſs, and to qua- 
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28 THE OFFICES OP CHRIST 
lify us for the expreſſions of his favour to com- 
plete it. The ſame rectitude of the divine na- 
ture, and the eſtabliſhed laws of his moral go- 
vernment, required condign atonement by 2 0 
ferings and death to expiate our fins, and pro- 
cure our deliverance from future puniſhments, 
and perfect future obedience to his laws, to give 
us a title to heaven and eternal happineſs. But 
how impracticable were theſe to fallen mankind ! 
weak and depraved creatures, we could not re- 
cover our proper perfection in our Father's 
image, the neceſſary foundation of his favour 
and our own happineſs. Finite and ſinful crea» 
tures, we could as little make a proper ſatisfac- 
tion for our numberlefs fins committed againft 
the Majeſty of God, and in violation of the 
infinite obligations we are under to, obey him, 
fo as to appeaſe his juſt diſpleaſure and regain. 
his favour, Impure and guilty, we could never 
acquire either meetneſs or title to his heavenly 
+ - Kingdom ; but muſt have ſunk, at laſt, into the 
regions of darkneſs and deſtruction for ever, 
But what could never have been effected by us, 
or by the ordinary eſtabliſhment of his moral 
ent the gracious Father of the univerſe 
ad determined to accompliſh by an extraordi- 
nary, but moſt God-like diſpenſation of his grace. 
Mankind, thpugh they had fallen by their own 
default, yet they had fallen alſo through the 
temptations of a ſuperior, malicious, and art- 
ful adverſary, Our firſt parents had been over- 
come by him, even in their primæval purity and 
perfection. Their poſterity, through this fall of 
their parents, were born into life, deftitute of 
original rectitude, and expoſed from their firſt 
exiftence to the joint-influence of a ſenſualizing 
nature, a ſinful world, and the temptations — | 
| the 
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the devil; circumſtances extremely, unfavourable. 


to their virtue and happineſs. , In ſtrict juſtice 
we could never. be intitled to the divine favour 


and ſalvation, all our miſeries being owing chiefly: 


to ourſelves; yet, no ſpecies of being could be 


more proper objects of the divine compaſſion. 


There were none whoſe recovery would contri- 


bute more to the glory of God, and the good of 
his creation; and therefore none, for whoſe ſalva- 


tion every perfection of the divine nature would 


more engage him to interpoſe. This, bleſſed 


be his gracious name, was actually the caſe. 
His goodneſs and mercy moved our ſalvation, 


and his wiſdom and rectitude deviſed the method 


by which it ſhould be accompliſhed. The hrit 
and fundamental part -of the grand ſcheme was 
to obtain a proper ſatisfaction for our fins, by 
which we might be delivered from guilt and 
condemnation, and reſtored to juſtification and 
life, conſiſtently with the authority of the di- 
vine laws and government, and the happineſs of 
God's rational empire as dependent on their ob- 
ſervance of them. To accompliſh this and the 
other great purpoſes of his mediation, it was re- 
ſolved in the councils of the Sacred Trinity, that 
the eternal Word ſhould aſſume our nature into 
union with his divine perſon, thereby becoming, 
at once, the Son of God and Man, and Mediator 
betwixt them. By this, he would dignify our 
inferior nature, and be qualified, by his obedi- 
ence and atonement, to make ſatisfaction for our 
ſins, and procure our redemption, not only in 
perfect conſiſtency with the honour of God and 
the obedience and happineſs of his rational crea- 
tion, but to their bigheſt advancement. To 
this office, therefore; he was deſtined from thoſe 


eternal ages in which tae plan of the univerſe 
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and of our ſalvation was deſigned ;' and we were 
choſen in him, before the foundation of the 
World, Eph. i. 4. For this office, he was gene- 
rated and born into our nature at the appointed 
period; © for when the fulneſs of time was 
„ come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a 


© woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
“ that were under the law, that we might re- 
4 ceive the adoption of ſons,” Gal. iv. 4. That 


our Maker might be completely qualified to be 
our Redeemer, % 


e, according to the ancient type 
of him, Ruth iv. 4, 5. became our near kinſ- 


man. He aſſumed our nature in ſoul and body, 


that in the ſame nature that tranſgreſſed the di- 


vine law he might obey it, and that in the ſame 


nature that had diſhonoured God by ſin, he 
might honour him by an infinite ſatisfaction for 
fin. With our nature he aſſumed our place, 
ſubſtituting himſelf. in our ſtead, +that the puniſh- 


ment due to our ſins might be legally transferred 


and inflicted upon him, and the merits of his 
ſatisfaction be extended, and its bleſſings beſtowed 
upon us. And in this public character he be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of 


the croſs, that he might procure our redemption 
from fin and miſery, and our recovery to every 


bleſſing of complete happineſs; „fer he took 


„ not fallen angels to redeem them,” as the 


original imports, „but the ſeed of Abraham ;? 
whoſe ſeed he was to be, and was to fave all 
out of all nations, who ſhould, like faithful 


Abraham, believe in and obey him, Gal. iii. 8. 


« Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be 
« made like unto his brethren, that he might 
« be a merciful and faithful High Prieſt in things 
« pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 
« the ſins of the people,” Heb. ii. 16, 17. 15 


; In chis neral character of our Saviour, Chriſt 


unites and executes every mediatiorial office, and 


hath purchaſed and beſtows whatever is neceſſary 
for our complete ſalvation. Had we loſt the 
proper perfection of our rational nature in a 
conformity to God in knowledge, righteouſneſs, 
and holineſs, and ſunk into oppoſite ignorance, 
depravity and impurity; this only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth, effects this: 


firſt and leading part of our ſalvation. As our 
he hath given us in his Goſpel 


great prophet, 
a complete revelation of all divine truth neceſſary 
to our inſtruction. He beſtows his divine Spirit 
to give theſe truths their proper convincing evi- 
dence on our minds, and their proper converting 
and ſanctifying influence upon our hearts and 
lives. By theſe he tranſlates us from darkneſs 
into light, enables us to believe and comply 
with his Goſpel, turns us from impiety and 
impurity to religion and holineſs, reſtores gra- 
dually our natures to their orginal perfection, 


makes us the children of God by regeneration, 


after his image, as expreſſed in his begotten Son 


our elder brother, and animating us with all the 


principles, and adorning us with the graces of 


the divine and Chriſtian life, fits us for every 


duty and for every bleſſing of the Chriſtian 
character. Had we by ſin forfeited the. divine 
favour and acceptance, and incurred his diſplea- 
ſure and liableneſs to his wrath, the Son of God, 
as our great High Prieſt, gave himſelf for us a 


proper and infinite atonement, to expiate our 


guilt and procure our ſalvation, By the infinite 
. merits of his obedience and death, he hath made 
the fulleſt ſatisfaction for all our ſins, and pur- 
chaſed for us pardon and acceſs into the divine 
favour, upon our faith and xepentance, and 


exalted. 


THE SON OF GOD: 131 


1322 THE - OFFICES OF CHRIST 
_ exalted a Prince and Saviour to give both re- 
pentance unto Iſrael and the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
Hats v. 31. Were we by in deprived of im- 
mortality and made liable to death, Chriſt, as 
our Redeemer, delivers us by his merits from 
the ſting of death, and changes it from being 
the deſpairful gate to deſtruction, to be the way 
to life eternal; and, as our complete deliverer, 
he, by his power, will raiſe in due time our 
bodies from corruption and mortality, to incor- 
ruption, life, and glory everlaſting; “ for as 
& the children are partakers of fleſh and blood, 
ec he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame, 
„ that through death he might deſtroy him that 
„ had the power of death, that is the devil, 
& and deliver them, who through fear of death 
ce were all their life-time ſubje& to bondage,” 
Heb. ii. 14, 15. | 5 
Finally, had we by ſin forfeited life everlaſting 
in heaven, and become liable to def#th eternal in 
hell, our complete Saviour hath, by his atone- 
ment and obedience, procured our deliverance 
from future condemnation and puniſhment, and 
redeemed to us the inheritance of heaven which we 
had forfeited. He will come again as judge of the 
world, at the conſummation of the great ſcheme, 
and take us to himſelf into the heavenly manſions 
he hath purchaſed for us, where, adorned with his 
image in full perfection, we ſhall be admitted 
into the immediate preſence of our Father and 
Redeemer, behold their glory, and enjoy all the 
felicities heaven furniſhes out, or our exalted na- 
tures can defire and poſſeſs for ever and ever. 
« For God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
cc only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 


e him might not periſh, but have everlaſting 


4 life: for God ſent not his Son into the world, 
40 to 


THE SON OF GOD. 1 

& to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be ſaved,” Jahn iii. 16. 17. 

II. This glorious Son of God is the great 
mediator, the general reconciler, and uniting 
head of the creation, . e 

The good offices of the Son of God, though 
exerted in an eminent degree, toward his brethren 
of mankind, are far from being confined to the 
children of men. They are univerſal, as the crea- 
tion he had formed, and contribute to the happi- 
neſs of every ſpecies of created intelligences. Ihe 
human, indeed, was the nature his infinite good- 
neſs condeſcended to aſſume: and the human- 
kind were to be the primary objects of his media- 
torial benignity. But the human contains a con- 
nection with ſuperior, natures, and theſe ſuperior 
as well as our inferzor natures, all created by 
the ſame eternal Word, were to be farther con- 
nected with God and with one another, by this 
Word incarnate, God's illuſtrious Son. 

The diſobedience of man by the temptations of 
Satan had introduced a very general diſcord into 
the rational world. Rebellious man had become 
an enemy to God, his Maker and Lord, and 
God, infinitely holy and juſt, muſt have been an 
- enemy to man. Angels, who would have been 
the friends of men, had we remained in our duty, 
through our rebellion againſt their and our Fa- 
ther had become their enemies, as they neceſſarily 
are to all who are enemies to God and goodneſs, 
The Jews, from whence the promiſed Meffiah 
was more directly to ſpring, were neceſſarily 
divided from the Gentiles by the ceremonial law, 


till the time of his appearance; and overvaluing 
themſelves on account of their religious privi- 
leges held all their heathen brethren in ſovereign 
contempt. The Gentiles, ignorant of the * 
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134 THE OFFICES OF CHRIST. . 
and blindly devoted to every falſe religion, -piqued 
themſelves on their learning and policy, and re- 
paid the contempt of the Jews, with equal preju- 
dice and diſdain, Every nation on earth having 
their different gods, their different religions, 
laws and policy, were in oppoſition to each 
other, having no cement of union, but what the 
force of their common conquerors impoſed ; 
nor bond of friendſhip, but what their common 
nature or neceſſities gave them: ſo that a general 
oppoſition of principles long prevailed among 
mankind to their-general hurt. | 
None but the Son of God could reconcile theſe 
differences, and reſtore peace and amity between 
God and his creatures, and between theſe diffe- 
rent creatures whq were thus at variance. To 
effect theſe great purpoſes ſo worthy of God, was 
one capital deſign of God's uniting his eſſential 
Word with created nature, and of this divine 
_ perſon by that union becoming the Son of God. 
'The diſcord had originated from man's diſobe- 
dience, aud by the perſonal union of God with 
our nature, and the offices he was therein to per- 
form, did the divine wiſdom ſee it fit and neceſ- 
ſary to remove it. Uniting every nature divine | 
and created in the conſtitution of his perſon, he | 
was admirably qualified, as general mediator, for 
reconciling by his offices theſe diſcordant parties, 
and re-uniting them in the moſt honourable and 
eternal friendſhip. This we are aſſured was the 
gracious purpoſe of God, in ſending his Son into 
the world, even „that in the diſpenſation of - 
« the fulneſs of times, he might gather together 
„in one, all things in Chriſt, both which are 
« in heaven, and which are on earth,“ Eph. i. 10. 
And this, we know, he has already in a great a 
degree effected, and will accompliſh fully in the 
5 courſe 
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courſe of his mediation, Thus, was man, by ſin, 
become a rebel to his Almighty Creator and Lord, 
Chriſt, by his word and ſpirit, reconciles us to 
him, bringing us into a filial regard to our 
heavenly Father, and a dutiful ſubmiſſion to the 
laws of his grace and government. For all 
„ things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
« himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us 
* „ of reconciliation, 2 Cor. v. 18. 
Was the righteous Lord of the univerſe moſt 
juſtly offended with his creatures who had turned 
rebels againſt him, Chriſt by his full atonement 
for our offences on earth, and his ever prevalent 
interceſſion as our advocate in heaven, hath ren- 
dered his great Father reconcileable to all men; 
and reconciled to all ſuch as comply with his 
goſpel. 4+ For God is in Chriſt, reconciling 
% the world unto himſelf, not imputing their 
c treſpaſſes unto them, 2 Cor. v. 19. Had 
angels, who remained faithful to their ſovereign, 
become enemies to man who had wickedly re- 
volted from him, they are now, upon this re- 
conciliation of man to God, and of God to man, 
by this glorious Mediator, made moſt benevolent 
and friendly, They rejoice in the recovery of 
their human brethren, by the labours and merits 
of our gracious Redeemer,. from fin and woe to 
God and happineſs. They triumph in the vic- 
tories gained by the captain of ſalvation over the 
policy and malice of the powers of darkneſs, 
They exult in the vaſt acceſſion of virtuous and 
happy beings made to the empire of God, by the 
mighty atchievements of his Son. With their 
whole might they contribute to the advancement 
of the glorious ſcheme, acting as miniſtring 
ſpirits, ſent forth by our common Creator and 
Lord, to miniſter for them who ſhall be heirs of 
Tee: | ſal vation, 


* 


| ſalvation, Heb. 1. 14. And when the grand de- 
ſign is conſummated, then: ſhall man and angels 


the ſame ſupreme bleſſedneſs with theſe illuſ- 
trious and | benevolent beings through eternal 


enmity, the great reconciler hath removed the 


like the partition wall in the temple that divided the 
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not only. be reconciled, but united in the higheſt 
and + moſt inalterable friendſhip, when through 
the merits and grace of the Son of God, we the 

younger ſons of the heaven-born family, having 
paſſed through our ſtate of minority, are made 

completely the Sons of God by the. reſurrection. 
And having become wayyza, equal or like unto. 
the angels, as our Lord aſſures us, Luke xx. 36. 
{hall be advanced to the ſame heaven, and enjoy 


Had theſe two diviſions of mankind, the Jews 
and the Gentiles, been long in a ſtate of mutual 


ages., Farther, | 


occaſions of diſcord, that of enemies they might 
be friends. In his generation and birth, though 
immediately and chiefly of the Jews, he was alſo, | 
as to ſeveral of his anceſtors, allied to the Gen- 
tiles. By his obedience and ſacrifice, he ful- 
filled and aboliſhed the ceremonial law, which, 


Jews and the Gentiles, had long divided the Jewiſh 
and the Gentile worlds. He purchaſed ſalvation 
for both, reveals it to both, and on their belief 
of his revelation, beſtows it equally on both, 
for “ he is a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
« the. glory of Iſrael,” LZuke ii. 32. He hath 
eſtabliſhed a diſpenſation of religion, in which - 
neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor un- 
circumciſion, but a new creature, and faith which 
worketh by love. On mens compliance with 
this nobleſt of religions, both Jews and Gentiles 
are reconciled to God as their Father, united to 
the Son of God as their Saviour and Lord, 
' | | animated 
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animated by the ſame Divine Spirit, made the 
happy members of the ſame church on earth, 
and ſhall be incorporated into one general. aſ- 
ſembly and church of the 'firſt-born in heaven 
for ever: For he is our peace, ſays the apoſtle, 
<< who hath made both one, and hath broken 
© down the middle wall of partition between us; 
„having aboliſhed in his fleſh the law of com- 
„ mandments contained in ordinances, for to 
% make in himſelf, of twain, one new man; fo 
* making peace; and that he might reconcile 
© both unto God in one body by the croſs, 
<< having flain the enmity thereby, and came 
and preached peace to them which were 
4 afar off, and to them that were near: for 
% through him we both have an acceſs by one 
4 Spirit unto the Father, Eph. ii. 14, 18. 

In fine Chriſt hath laid the firmeſt foundation 
of reconciliation and friendſhip among all man- 
kind in time, and on their proper compliance with 
his goſpel, of friendſhip the moſt exalted and 
permanent through eternity. He hath intro- 
duced a religion calculated to be the religion 
of mankind ; a religion, like its benevolent au- 
thor, whoſe ſpirit is goodneſs, and whole law is 
love, and of which the whole tendency and aim 
is to reconcile and unite men to God, in true 
piety and holineſs, and to one another in charity 
and love, To the tyes of friendſhip which we 
' have as men, it hath ſuperadded the more tender 
and endearing ones that cement us as Chriftians, 
He unites men in the fame moſt excellent religion; 
and makes all who fincerely embrace it, children 
of the ſame divine Father, brethren of the ſame 
Redeemer, and partakers of the ſame Spirit and 
grace, and fellow-heirs of heaven and eternal 


glory, Conſiderations which have the moſt pow- 
| | _ erful 


% 
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erful tendency to extinguiſh every hoſtile and 


malevolent diſpoſition, and to inſpire ' univerſal 
beneyolence among all who truly feel their divine 
influence. And when his grand uniting plan-is ac- 
compliſhed, then ſhall all the friends of God and. 


goodneſs, a number which no man can number, 
whom he has reconciled to God, to himſelf, and 


to one another in time, out of all kindreds, and 


nations, and languages, be united in univerſal love 
through never ending ages. 


.. Thus is the Son of God the general mediator 
of reconciliation and bond of union and 
Friendſhip between God Moſt High, and his great 


empirę of obedient or redeemed creatures, For 


it hath pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould 
all fulneſs dwell, and having made peace through 


the blood of his croſs, by him to reconcile all 


things unto himſelf, even by him, whether they 


be things in earth, or things in heaven, Col. i. 
19, 20, He unites, we have ſeen, univerſal nature 
in the conſtitution of his perſon: and he unites 
univerſal being by his office of mediator, for 


which that perſon was conſtituted, In both he 


is the grand medium and bond of union and 
communion, love and friendſhip, between God 
and his creation, uniting God with created na- 
ture, angels to men, men to angels, God to the 
whole, and the whole to God, and to each other 
in harmony and union that ſhall never be dif- 
ſolved. He reſtores the friendſhip and peace when 
it was broken, he guaranties it where continued 
or reſtored. And having begun and carried on 
his Godlike delign in time, he will complete it at 
the conſummation of the world ; and remaining 
in his perſon the indiflolved bond of union be- 
tween God and his obedient or redeemed ſubjects, 


will 
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will by his character and offices preſerve that 


union inviolate to eternity. 


III. The Son of God is the illuſtrious ſubduer 


and deſtroyer of Satan's kingdom, and' the ex- 
peller of vice and irreclaimably vicious beings out 
of his Father's empire. | : 


This office was moſt neceſſary to the ſalvation 


of mankind, and the reconciliation Chriſt was 
to accompliſh and preſerve in the creation of God, 


Satan, the arch-rebel 2 God, had revolted - 


from allegiance to his Maker and ſovereign, and 
drawn many of God's angelic ſubjects into the 
ſame criminal apoſtaſy. Baniſhed with his 
wicked aſſociates from the manſions of purity, 
he next ſeduced our firſt parents into a ſimilar 
diſobedience, 'The dominion he gained over the 


parents he hath maintained in a great degree over 
their fallen poſterity, from age to age, in this 


manner adding man to his angelic ſubjects, and 
eſtabliſning a kingdom of impiety, vice, and 
miſery, in the world, in oppoſition to God's em- 
pire of goodneſs and happineſs. Thus he is 
called the prince of the power of the air, the 
& ſpirit that now worketh in the children of 
„ diſobedience,” Eph. ii. 2. The prince of 
56. this world,” from the dominion over it he 
poſſeſſes, John xii. 13. And. © the God of this 
«© world,” 2 Cor. iv. 4. from the religious wor- 


ſhip actually performed to him, and his aſſociates, 


2 Kings, i. 2, 3. P/a. cvi. 37. 1 Cor. x. 20. by 


deluded mortals, and the regards all wicked 


beings give to him, in preference to God. This 
kingdom of Satan is founded in ignorance, con- 
ſiſts in impiety and vice, is confirmed by the 
dominion of fin and bands of guilt, in which 
its ſlaves are involved, and tends directly to the 
| | diſhonour 
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diſhonour of God, and the eternal- deſtruction 
of his rational creatures. As it had commenced 
from the ſeduction and fall of our firſt parents, 
it had enlarged as the world of fallen mankind 
_ enlarged. And though, even in the moſt de- 
generate ages, God always had a church of 
wiſe and well affected ſubjects, yet by the artifices 
= 1 of Satan, and mens own depravity, a great part 
1 . 8 of the human kind had, with equal folly and 
= | wickedneſs, choſen rather to be the flaves of 
1 Satan their deſtroyer, than dutiful ſubjects of 
= God their Creator and Lord. At the time of our 
1 1 Þ Saviour's' appearance, it had arrived at its greateſt 
'Þ [i -/ height, in that ignorance of the true God and 
_ = | religion, and that worſhip of falſe and impure 
- deities and devils, and the practice of impiety, 
unrighteouſneſs and impurity that had overrun 
the world. Many expedients had the Divine 
Goodneſs employed to check the progreſs of theſe 
malignant beings, and reclaim his human off- 
ſpring to their duty and happineſs. Revelations of 
the true God, .and of his laws and grace were 
given for their inſtruction. Prophets were ſent 
to admoniſh them of their ſin, and call them to 
reformation. The moſt aweful puniſhments were 
denounced, and on proper occaſions inflicted, to 
convince them of their danger, and awaken them 
to repentance. Many bleſſings of the Divine Good- 
neſs were beſtowed upon them, to reconcile and 
bring them back to God and their duty, from 
which the devil had ſeduced them. T heſe, by 
the divine bleſſing, were made effectual for the 
converſion and recovery of many in all ages; but 
kill were inſufficient for any general reformation. 
The Son of God only was able to oppoſe, and 
fruſtrate the deſigns of the arch-enemy to Par 
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and his creation, and to redeem mankind. from 
the tyranny of the devil and liableneſs to hell, 


and reſtore them to the obedience and favour 

their rightful ſovereign. Him therefore the Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs had before the creation 
ordained, and at the appointed time ſent him into 


the world on this glorious deſign. Accordingly 


we find that the very firſt promiſe of the Saviour 


holds him forth in this expreſs character, „as the 


<< feed-of the woman who ſhould bruiſe. the head 
of the ſerpent,” Gen. iii. 15. And St. John 
aſſures us, that “ for this purpoſe was the Son 
„of God manifeſted, that he might deſtroy 
< the works of the devil,” John iii. 8. This 
great enterprize he hath atchieved in part, and 
will accompliſh in perfection, when his office. is 
completed. Apoſtate angels, who enjoyed every 
advantage for allegiance, but had with un- 


exampled impiety rebelled: againſt their Maker, 


and, under his forbearance to inflict the full 


puniſhment their apoſtaſy deſerved, had per- 


ſiſted in their rebellion, and propagated it in the 
world to the utmoſt of their power, he totally 
abandons to their own impiety and ruin; re- 
ſolving to make them the monuments of his juſt 
diſpleaſure at fin, and their exemplary puniſh- 
ment the means of confirming his other ſubjects 
in obedience and happineſs for ever. Man was 
in a ſtate more pitiable and reclaimable, and him 
his freedom and mercy intended to reclaim. 
Wherefore he took not hold of angels to redeem 
them, but of men, even the ſeed of Abraham 
his church who ſhould believe in him. He had 
all along in his divine character oppoſed the 
kingdom of Satan, and preſerved a people to 
himſelf, But now as. God- man he came in a 
more 


* 
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more viſible; character to. purchaſe our redemp- 
tion by his-merits ; 'and by his perſonal agency, 
and the more extenſive and efficacious revelation 
of his grace, to overthrow the kingdom of ſin and 
Satan, and re-eſtabliſh more fully the dominion 
of God and righteouſneſs among men. When 
the Son of God thus appeared, he declared, 
« now is the judgment of this world, now ſhall 
ce the prince of this world be caſt out, ohn xii. 
31. Accordingly the event began immediately 
to verify the prediction. To mortify theſe haughty 
demons, and to qualify himſelf completely to 
reſcue mankind from their dominion, the Divine 
Word, firſt of all, aſſumed our nature into union 
with his Godhead, thereby 'dignifying it above 
angels, and enſuring our redemption, when theſe 
wicked ſpirits were left to periſh in their wicked- 
neſs, During his reſidence on earth, he baffled 
Satan in every repeated aſſault : prelude to the 
total and eternal overthrow he ſhould at laſt give 
him. By the victorious efficacy of his truth and 
grace, and the triumphant power of his miracles, 
which were all levelled againſt the devil and his 
works, he caſt Satan out of the ſouls and bodies 
of all who applied to him; a ſign of the entire 
_ expulſion from God's kingdom, which the devil 
and his emiffaries ſhould finally receive. But guilty 
mankind could not legally be delivered from the 
devil and hell, without a proper ſatisfaction to God, 
to free them from the guilt, and his Spirit to deliver 
them from the dominion of fin. To accompliſh this 
fundamental part of our redemption” from all our 
enemies, the captain of our ſalvation was made 
perfect through ſufferings, Heb. ii. 10. „ For, 
« as the children were partakers of fleſh and 
“ blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part 4 
8 6 "INC - 
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< the ſame, that through death he might de- 


c ſtroy him that had the power of death, that is 


ce the devil, and deliver them who through fear 
„of death, were all their life time ſubject to 
“ bondage,” Zeb. ii: 14, 1 57 By this great 
atonement for our ſinful world Chriſt hath pro- 


cured redemption from ſin and Satan, death and 


hell, to his brethren of mankind, and every right 
to tranſlate them from the flavery of Satan into 
his kingdom of grace and ſalvation on earth, and 


to advance them to ſupply the thrones vacated 
by theſe apoſtate ſpirits, in his heavenly king- 


dom. Thus while the ſerpent who tempted 


Judas to betray, and the Jews to condemn the 
Son of God, bruiſed for a little, the loweſt part of 


his complex perſon, his heel, the Son of God, 


by the merits of theſe ſufferings, bruiſed mortal] 

the ſerpent's head. He triumphed over all his 
power and policy, reſcued from him a great part 
of his ſubjects, and covered the prince of dark- 
neſs with redoubled confuſion. Then did he 
ſpoil principalities and powers of their uſurped 


kingdom, and make a ſhew of theſe vanquiſhed 


enemies of God and his creation, triumphing 
over them, Col. ii. 15. Having conquered Satan 
by his victorious death, he proceeds next to 
overthrow his kingdom of impiety and wicked- 
neſs. By his goſpel preached by his apoſtles, and 
accompanied with the power of his ſpirit, un- 
equalled: before he attacked the kingdom of Satan 
in its greateſt ſtrength, and vanquiſhing every 
where the ſtrong man armed, and keeping quiet 


poſſeſſion of his houſe, he tranſlated myriads of 


mankind in every nation and language from the 
kingdom of Satan into that kingdom of God he 
came down to eſtabliſh, "The human world = 
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had been long. under -the dominion of the devil. 
and his angels, involved in darkneſs, idolatry,, 
ſuperſtition and vice, are converted to God and 
goodneſs, by his ſon, Meſſiah, and the kingdoms: 
of this earth became the. kingdoms of our God 
and of his Chriſt. - Before his office is fulfilled, 
his victory over the kingdom of darkneſs ſhall 
be extended, and the dominion of righteouſneſs. 
more fully eſtabliſhed. But his complete con- 
-queſt and expulſion: of- the devil and his ad- 
© herents is deferred to grace the conſummating 
act of Meſſiah's mediation at the end of the 
world. Then ſhall the arch rebel with all his 
aſſociates be ſiſted by the Son of God before his 
flaming tribunal, to anſwer for their impious op- 
poſition to the honour of his great Father, and 
the happineſs of his human brethren. Thoſe 
malignant fiends whom neither the goodneſs of 
his government could retain in their duty, nor his 
long ſuffering patience could reclaim to it, ſhall 
be doomed for ever to the puniſhments they de- 
ſerve. Theſe too of our apoſtate race, whom 
neither the light of reaſon and God's general 
oodneſs, nor the. ſuperior. light of revelation 
and riches of his grace, had recovered to God and 
goodneſs, but who preferred the ſlavery of ſin - 
and ſatan to the liberty and happineſs of the ſer- 
vants of God; ſhall ſhare the like wretched fate 
with their wicked maſter. The Son of Man ſhall. . 
« ſend forth his angels, and they ſhall gather 
& out of his kingdom, all things that offend, 
ce and them which do iniquity, and ſhall caſt 
c them into a furnace of fire, where ſhall be. 
% wailing. and gnaſhing of teeth,” Matt. xiii. 
41, 42. Every being, angelic or human, who 
would not comply with the laws of his govern- 

5 I ment, 


and irreclaimable in their love of fin; and their 
averſion from God and holineſs, ſhall be ex- 
clude& thoſe glorious regions, where God's eternal 
empire is to ba eſtabliſhed in perfect virtue and 


happineſs; and ſhut up in that priſon of de- 
ſtruction, his awful juſtice hath provided for 


them: when God's rational empire ſhall, by the 
adminiſtration of his Son, be cleared of all vice 
and vicious beings, to the higheſt honour of God, 


and the glorious Meffiah; and the everlaſting 


confuſion of their enemies, and the perfection 


and happineſs of their ſubjects for ever. For 


ce then.cometh the end, when he ſhall have de- 


< livered up the kingdom to God, even the 


cc Father, when he ſhall have put down all rule, 
c authority, and power; for he muſt reign till 
cc he hath put all enemies under his feet,” 1 Cor. 
xv. 24, 25. But this naturally leads us to ano- 
ther office of the Son of God. 

IV. That he is the grand reſtorer, preſet- 
ver and improver, of God's rational creation in 
goodneſs and happineſs for ever and ever. 


This is the moſt general and the finiſhing of 


fice of the Son of God, extending to every pro- 
vince of his moral empire, and piving all the 
methods of his government their higheſt effect. 


The great deſign of God in all his works of crea- 
tion and providence, is a manifeſtation of his 


divine perfections, in giving exiſtence to his 
creatures, and promoting their perfection and 
happineſs. And to this grand deſign, the Son of 
God, in every character, hath eminently contri- 
buted. By and with him as the divine Logos, 
were the deſigns of divine wiſdom and goodneſs 


for theſe purpoſes decreed before all worlds. By 
H him 
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ment, moral or gracious, but remained obſtinate * 
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him, was the univerſe created, and by his pro- 


vidence it is preſerved. But by nothing are theſe 
intentions of his goodneſs more effectually pro- 


moted and fecured, than by this Word's becom 
ing fleſh, and the Son of God and of Man, and by 
the offices he performs for the honour of God, 


and the happineſs of his creatures. Take we 4 
ſurvey of his perſon, of his offices, of his ſuffer- 
ings, or his glory, we ſhall find them all admi- 


rably calculated, and all eminently conducive to 
exalt the dignity, promote the virtue and per- 
fection, and advance the happineſs of the intel- 


ligent creation. By afſuming our nature into 
union with Deity, he hath raiſed man, who was 
inferior in excellence, to be ſuperior in honour to 
higher beings, and when exalted to our proper 
perfection, to be on the whole equal to the an- 
gels. By the conſtitution of his perſon, which 
unites all exiſtence, he hath advanced the rati- 
onal creation into cloſer union with the Deity, 
and with one another, and given them higher 
ſecurity of their eternal exiſtence, friendſhip and 
'The bleſsful influence of his obe- 
dience and atonement, is effectual for redeeming 
his fallen and human ſubjects, but its moral 
influence extends to every ipecies of his rational 
empire. Men, through his merits, are redeemed 
from guilt and condemnation to juſtification and 
life; by his power recovered from ſin to holineſs, 
and raiſed by both from animal to angelic be- 
ings; from worms on earth, to become rivals in 
glory and happineſs with angels in heaven. An- 
gels, though they needed not the merits of his 
righteouſneſs to redeem them from fin and miſery, 
yet the higheſt of them was dignified, and by 
#6 mediation they were mightily confirmed in 
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oodneſs. and happineſs, By the conneQion of 
od and his creation in the generation and con- 
ſtitution of his Son, the creation has got the 
beſt ſecurity poſſible for its eternal exiſtence, and 
his virtuous creation of their eternal felicity ; for 
what bond of union can be ſtronger than God's 
giving himſelf into perſonal union with his crea- 
tion, and taking creation into perſonal union 


with himſelf? for if the head of the creation, 


united -with the eternal fountain of life, * muſt 
live for ever, the connected parts muſt live alſo. 


If the bond of union and medium of communion 


between the eternal Father and his vaſt empire 
continues, the union and communion. thereby 
effected can never fail. Exalting creation into 
perſonal union with its divine Creator, Chriſt 
hath dignified and ennobled creation above what 
it was before, of creatures making them kinſmen, 
of the created children of God making them 
brethren of the Son of God, and more near re- 
lations of God through him. For both he 
« that ſanctifieth, and they who are ſanctified 


e are all of one, wherefore he is not aſhamed to 


call them brethren,” eb. ii. 11. Connecting 
creation more cloſely with God, and with each 
other in his perſon and government, he by his 
mediatory offices communicates to the whole, all 
that happineſs that reſults immediately from the 
divine favour or, from the good offices of his 
creation to every being in it. Like the head in 
the human body, that connecting the animal part 
with. the intellectual principle, dignifies, ani- 
mates, and improves every inferior part of the ani- 
mal frame : ſo Chriſt, as Son of God, and head 
of the creation, connecting the'world with God, 
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and its different parts with each other, no leſs 
dignifies and improves the whole. By him as 
the grand repoſitory of the divine Spirit and life, 

- his related members are improved in all wiſdom 
and goodneſs; and under his viſible and gra- 
cious adminiſtration, as Lord and governor of the 
-Univerſe, all evil ſhall be extirpated from the empire 
of God, and righteouſneſs and peace and hap- 
pineſs univerſally and for ever preyail, The ir- 
reclaimable rebels are baniſhed his kingdom, to 
.. tempt the virtue, diſturb the peace, and endanger 
the happineſs of his ſubjects no more. Ihe 
recoverable are reclaimed to their duty; the good 
confirmed in their goodneſs ; men raiſed to a re- 
femblance of ll in goodneſs and glory, and 
exalted to poſſeſs with them the fame heavenly 
kingdom; angels raiſed to higher dignity and 
happineſs; the whole dutiful creation improved 
in the divine image, their higheſt perfection; 
confirmed unalterably in their allegiance to him, 
their indiſpenſable duty; bleſſed with his higheſt 
favour and enjoyment, their ſupreme happineſs, 
and ſecured of its continuance and increaſing im- 
' provement through eternal ages. Well, then, 
might the angels, that announced his birth, pro- 
claim, ** Glory to God in the higheſt, and on 
“ earth, peace, good-will, towards men,” Luke 
ii. 14. for the honour of God and happineſs of 
his creation were to be alike promoted by his 
Son our Saviour, And as in time this God-like 
deſign has been begun, and is carrying on, fo 
through all eternity, ſhall it be preſerved in per- 
fection. By Chriſt, as vicegerent of God, in 
his immediate intercourſe with his rational crea- 
tion, ſhall the vaſt empire of Jehovah be viſibly 
arte govern- 
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governed, confirmed in their love and, duty to 
their eternal Father, and continued the happ | 
objects of his love, through their immortal exiſ- 
tence. Equally allied to God and his creation 
in perſon, he hall, by his office, ſecure their al- 
liance to each other to eternity, The Son of 
God, he ſhall adminiſter all things to his Father's | 
glory; the Son of Man, he ſhall conduct every 
thing for his brethren's good. The creator of 
the univerſe as God, the head of the creation as 
man, the grand connecting bond in the univer- 
ſal ſyſtem of being, as God-man; the divine 
Word embodied with created nature, he ſhall 
remain the medium of intercourſe and guarantee: 
of everlaſting friendſhip between God and his 
creation; his power thall ſuſtain his empire in 
eternal exiſtence, and his. government preſerve 
them in love and obedience. His Spirit ſhall 

reſerve them in eternal perfection, and his in- 
finite fulneſs ſhall complete and ſecure their hap- 
pineſs'for ever. Like the Sun, that beſt image 
of the divine glory and goodneſs in the material 
World, who adorns, chears, and actuates his 
vaſt ſyſtem through all its parts with his. light 
and heat; ſo ſhall Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, the brighteſt image of his Father, and glory 
of the whole creation, frem his imperial throne 
in heaven enlighten and enliven, chear and re- 
joice for ever his immenſe empire of virtuous 
beings through all its provinces; adorning them 
with his image their higheſt glory, and diſpen= 
ſing full to them every bleiling of the divine good- 
neſs for ever and ever. God's whole creation 
ſhall rejoice in his Son as the everlaſting friend 
of God and his creatures, and through eternity 
= . ſhall. 
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ſhall admire and extol the conſummate wiſdom 
and goodneſs of this wonderful conſtitution, by 
Which the honour of God is illuſtriouſly ex- 
alted, and the virtue and happineſs of his creation 
are raiſed to the higheſt pitch, and ſecured by an 
_ eſtabliſhment that can never be ſhaken. 

Such are the capital offices the Son of God was 
to execute, And how fully do they demonſtrate 
the neceſſity, and juſtify the wiſdom and expe- 
diency of his marvellous generation, his wonder- 
ful perſon, and the labours and ſufferings to 
which he was expoſed. The generation and per- 
fon of God's begotten Son, the condeſcenſions of 
Þis life, and the humiliation of his death, ever 
have been, and ever muſt be held the moſt amaz- 
ing of the works and ways of God. But though 
the wonder can never ceaſe while the infinite 
dignity of the divine perſon is known, it ceaſes 
to be inexplicable and appears every way wiſe 
and worthy of God, ſo ſoon as the offices he was 
to execute are taken into the account. The re- 
demption of fallen and confirmation of fallible; 
the reconciliation of diſcordant and the immuta- 
ble eſtabliſhment of all virtuous beings; the 
union of God with his creation, and of creation 
with God in tyes and relations to the honour of 
both, and which can never be diſſolved, were no 
ordinary purpoſes, and required no ordinary per- 
fon to atchieve. Nay, ſo arduous was the en- 
terprize, that according to our beſt directed ap- 
prehenſions of things from Scripture and reaſon, 
no perſon but the one provided was qualified to 
accompliſh it. None but God-man and the Son 
of both could give that proper and condign ſa- 
tisfaction for our ſins, that was neceſſary to my 

| chaſe 


THE SON OF GOD. 5th 
chaſe our ſalvation, and could apply effectuallfß 
this purchaſed ſalvation to its proper n 
none but God- man could be effetiual mediati r 
between God and man, and between men and 
angels, ſo as to remove the unhappy differences 
ſin had occaſioned, and reſtore reconciliation and 
peace in the creation of God. None but God- 
man could ranſom our guilty world from the 
devil and hell; baffle the policy, and break the 
power of ſatan ; deſtroy his kingdom of impiety 
and wickedneſs, and having humbled his pride 
in judging him .at the bar of the Son of Man 
7 as Son too of God ſhould baniſh him and all 

is followers from the great empire of God and* 
righteouſneſs, and —— them for ever to the 
priſon of deſtruction. None but he who unites 
all natures, divine and created, could dignify. 
creation, unite his creatures to their Creator, and 
to each other in ſuch cloſe and everlaſting friend- 
| ſhip; give them by his perſon ſuch ſecurity for 
their eternal exiſtence, and continuance in the 
divine favour and heaven, and by his adminiſtra- 
tion attended with all the majeſty of God, yet 
adapted to a more immediate and engaging in- 
tercourſe with his creation, can ſo confirm and 
improve their goodneſs, to the honour of his 
divine Father, and the everlaſting advantage and 
happineſs of his rational ſubjects. For neither 
6 is there ſalvation in any other; for there is 
«© no other name under heaven given among 
< men, whereby we muſt be ſaved,” Ads iv. 12. 
But what no other could effect, the Son of God 
could do and hath done. His complex perſon 
qualified him for his complicated office, His 
humiliation paved the way to his exaltation. 
4 "a: And 
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And by the whole hath he accompliſhed every 
great purpoſe for which he was appointed For it 
«© pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all ful- 
*© neſs dwell, and having made peace through 
& the blood of his croſs, by him to reconcile all 
©« things unto himſelf, even by him, whether 
& they be things in earth or things in heaven, 
Col. i. 19, 20. | 
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CHAP, VII. 


Of the bigh Honours and Rewards to which | 
the Son of God is exalted, with his juſt 
Claim to them. hs 


* 


\ the perſonal dignity of the Son of God 


| ſucceed. the honours he is poſſeſſed of; 


and to his important offices, the proper rewards. 
which he receives for performing them. 
Every being is intitled to honour, in proportion 
to its excellence and dignity; and every bene- 
ficent being to rewards, correſpondent to the of- 
fices it performs for the glory of God and the 
good of his creation. No being, having a creat- 
ed nature, ever poſſeſſed ſuch. perſonal dignity 
and excellence as did the Son of God; none ever 
ſtood in ſuch near and endearing relations to G d 
and his creation, and none ever merited ſueh high 
degrees of their eſteem and their affection. No 
being ever performed ſo many offices for the 
honour of God, and the happineſs of his creation, 
as did the bleſſed Jeſus, and none ever merited ſuch 
illuftrious rewards. The firſt ſtate of his exiſt- 
"ence was a ſtate of unexampled humiliation, 
labour and ſuffering ; but. the ſecond: and eternal 
one was a ſtate of exaltation, triumph and 
glory. The glories and felicities poſſeſſed by the 
Son of God, may be conſidered as proper 
honours, with regard to his perſonal; and as 
rewards, with: regard to his official character. 
But as theſe glories are eſſentially the ſame, and 
the Son of God and Saviour of the world who 
poſieſſes them is the ſame perſon, it is proper to 
EW conſider 
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cConſider them conjunctly. For in both characters 
is. Meſſiah entitled to, and in both does he poſ- 
ſeſs theſe honours beſtowed on him. We have 
' conſidered his . perſonal dignity and the chief 
offices he executes ; let us now proceed to un- 
fold the honours and rewards which in conſe- 
= - - quence of both he poſſeſſes, and the juſt title he 
'Y has to them, 8 
—_ - I. He is the ſupreme object of his Father's love 
=—_— and bleſſed with all its expreſſions, ſuitably to the 
4 Character which he had to act. Every Son is 
BY naturally beloved of his Father, and from his 
= Father's love flow all the bleflings his Son re- 
= ceives from him. In like manner the only be- 
4 gotten Son of God is the object of his Father's 
= ſupreme affectien, and poſſeſſes this as his pri- 
| mary bleſſedneſs, and the ſource of every honour 
= ' - - and reward his Father beſtows on him. As the 
—_ | co-efſential Word of God, he was the eternal ob- 
= - : Ject of his ſupreme love: he exiſted with him in 
the ſame eſſence, and he poſſeſſed with him all 
the ſame amiable and glorious perfections. 
Wherefore God the Father loved him as he loved 
himſelf, and from their joint perfection and mu- 
11 -tual love, with that of their co-eſſential Spirit, 
_ = did their ſupreme and eterna! happineſs reſult. 
= - Thus Chrift declares, that “ he had glory with 
5 c the Father before the world was, and that the 
& Father loved him before the foundation of the 
% world,” John xvil. 5, 24. But when this 
Word was made fleſh, and appeared as the only 
” begotten Son of God, he continued the object of 
God's love, as ſecond perſon in the Godhead, 
and farther became the object of his paternal 
affection in character of his Son. God's infinite 
benevolence that terminated formerly in his di- 
f : vine, 


2 


& 


vine, now extends itſelf to his whole complex 
perſon, He could love nothing more dearly than 


his co-eſſential Word, but he loves that divine 


Word now. in the additional endearing character 
and relation of his Son; a Son who was the 


brightneſs of his Father's glory and the expreſs 


image of his perſon, and who aſſumed this cha- 


rafter to do his Father the higheſt honour and 
pleaſure in the recovery and eſtabliſhment of that 


empire of reaſonable beings his omnipotence had 


created. Accordingly we find that when Chriſt. 


is mentioned by God as his Son, he is commonl 
mentioned at the ſame time as the ſpecial obje 
of his love. Thus if God predicts him as his 
firſt born, he declares, that his love he will 
„ever keep for him, and his covenant ſhall ſtand 
« faſt with him,” Pſal. Ixxxix. 28. Does he ſo- 


lomnly declare him his Son at his baptiſm, and 


inſtall him in the public office of Mediator, for 


which. he had ſent him into the world; he. ſays, 


„This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
4 pleaſed,” Matth. iii. 17. and beſtows on him 
his Spirit without meaſure, as the beſt expreſſion 
of his love. When Chriſt had proceeded far in his 
labours for his Father's honour. and the ſalvation: 
of his brethren, God repeats the ſame declara- 
tion of his love to his deareſt Son, and as a pledge 
and proof of it, gives him even while on earth, 
an' anticipation of that glory he was for ever to 
be adorned with in heaven. Being engaged in 
prayer upon the holy mount, he was transfigured 
before his diſciples, when his face did ſhine as the 
ſun, and his garment was white as the light, 
while God appeared in a bright cloud, and again 


| declared, ** This is my beloved Son in whom I 
« am well pleaſed ; hear ye him,” Matth. xvi. 
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Amidft the deepeſt ſcenes. of his laſt ſufferings, 
he continued the ſupreme object of his Father's 
love, though the characters in which they now 
_ acted, forbid the immediate expreſſion of it. 
When, as righteous governour of the world, God 
muſt put his Son our Saviour to grief, and fill 
his whole ſoul with ſorrow; he feels to the very 
heart for his ſorrowful Son, and removed as ſoon 
as poſſible from him, that deadly cup he had 
given him to drink. When Chriſt was about to 
de inyolved in darkneſs and ſorrow, from the 
puniſhment due to our ſins that was now inflicted 
on him, the ſun is deprived of his brightneſs at 
noon-day, to announce to the world that the 
Sun of righteouſneſs was then under an eclipſe. 
And when he actually yielded up the ghoſt, the 
veil of the. temple was rent from top to bottom, 
in ſign that the real and complete atonement 
was now made for the ſins of the world; and 
that the Great High Prieſt was now entered with 
his human ſoul as the life or blood of his ſacri- 
fice within the veil, in the higheſt heaven, and 
acceſs laid open through his merits into the holieſt 
of all. The graves too were opened at his 
death, and many dead aroſe at his reſurrection, 
to ſhow that he had ſubdued death, and was to 
be the reſurrection and the life to all his followers. 

Yet thoſe marks of the divine regards which 
he was favoured with during his ſtate of humi- 
liation, were only pledges of the future honours 
to which he ſhould be preferred. The full ex- 


preſſions of his Father's love, and the complete 
rewards of his ſervices were beſtowed only when 
he had finiſhed the work he had given him to do. 
Accordingly he has no ſooner performed the 
humbling but meritorious office of our Saviour, 
than 
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than he is declared the Son of God, with power 


by his reſurreQion from the dead. No ſooner” 


has he proved his reſurrection, and ſettled the 
affairs of his kingdom on earth, than he is exalted 


to his kingdom of glory in heaven. Having 


vanquiſhed all the enemies of God and his ſub- 
' jets, the Captain of ſalvation leads a triumph 
over them all, in” his glorious aſcenſion to this 
high capital of his empire. As the Son of God, 
he is now exalted to the high palace of heaven, 
the higheſt heaven; to receive eternally the ex- 
preſſions of his Father's. love, for thoſe unexamp- 
led expreſſions of love to his Father, and bene- 
volence to his brethren he had in-time exhibited. 
There he is inveſted, as God-man, with all that 
glory, which, as God, he had with the Father 
before all worlds. As the bright image of his 
glory, and the object of his love, he is not only 
exalted to his throne, but emboſomed in the 
heart of his Father ; and wrapt up in that efful- 
gent glory, which is the ſymbol of his preſence, 
and admitted to his moſt intimate love and enjoy» 
ment for ever: and hence he is called < the only 
“ begotten Son who is in the boſom of the Fa- 
& ther, John i. 18. There his human nature 
is, by the communication of Deity, ſo adorned 
with univerſal perfection, glory and bleſſedneſs, 
flowing from the divine love, as renders it the 
moſt truly God- like created nature ean be. 
There he ſhines in glory brighter than the ſun, 
arid which like the ſun in this lower world, fills 
the high regions of heaven with an eternal blaze 
of ſplendor and glory: for not only the 
Lord God, but the Lamb is the light of the 
new creation, Rev. xxi. 23. God views for 
ever the infinitely amiable glories of his * 
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divine and human, and all the offices he has 
done, is continually doing and will do, to eter- 
nity ;_ and loves him with ſupreme affection, .cor- 
reſpondent to his infinite perſonal amiableneſs and 
the unexampled offices he hath performed for the 
glory of his Father, and the good of his creation, 
There he poſſeſſes the full communication of his 
Father's goodneſs, filling his whole perſon with 
bliſs and joy ſupreme and everlaſting. | 
II. He is the heir and poſſeſſor of all things. 
A firſt-born ſon has generally, by the laws of 
men as well as of God, been held heir to his 
father; but an only ſon ever has. Chriſt is the 
only begotten ſon of God, and therefore, in all 
right, his only heir. As God, he hath a na- 
tural right to all things in conjunction with the 
other perſons in of the Godhead ; for by him 
« were all things created that are in heaven 
de and that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, 
“ whether they be thrones or dominions, prin- 
„ cipaiities or powers, all things were. created 
© by him and for him, and he is before all things, 
c and by him do all things conſiſt,” Col. i. 16, 17. 
But beſides his natural right, as God, he as Son 
of God hath a right alſo of heirſhip to the whole 
creation. His having right to all things, as God, 
excludesnot, but includes the joint- property of the 
other perſons. In like manner, his right of heirſhip 
excludes not, but includes the conjunct title of 
the Father and Spirit. In conſtituting the Son 
his heir, the Father does not diveſt himſelf 
of his property or poſſeſſion, but takes the 
Son into joint right to, and poſſeſſion of all 
his fullneſs. His divine nature has a natural 


Joint-right to the whole empire. The human 


. nature, disjoined from the divine, can have no 
8 right, 
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right, but what is derived or afligned to it; yet 
it acquires right, in virtue of its perſonal union 
with the divine nature. Thus a wife acquires. . 
right in the inheritance of her huſband, with 
whom ſhe is connected, and the body in all the 
honours or dignities of the ſoul, with which it 
_ perſonally co-exiſts. Beſides this natural right, 
founded in the divinity of Chriſt's perſon as 
creator of all worlds, and his right of inheritance | 
to all things as the Son of God, he hath a right 1 7 
of „ to this world he hath redeemed, and a 
right of aſſignation to the whole univerſe, by his 
Great Father, for the eminent ſervices he hath 
done to him, and the favour and affection which his 
Father bears to him as hrs Son and the Saviour 
of the world. Thus, ſays Chriſt, << all things are 
delivered unto me of my Father,” Matt. xi.27. 
« The Father loveth the Son, and hath given 
« all things into his hand,” TFohz iii. 35. And 
St. Paul unites both theſe rights, when he de- 
clares of the Son, that God his “ Fecher hath- 
« appointed him heir of all things by whom 
&« alſo he made the worlds,” Heb. 1. 2. But of 
what is he the heir? He is heir of all the fulneſs 
of God. The whole character of his Father is 
communicated to his Son; „ for he is the bright- 
„ neſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his 
ce perſon,” Heb. i. 3. The whole eſſential titles, 
are alſo conveyed to him; “ for in him dwells 
« all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily,” Col. 
i. 9. The nature of God is in him; and, there- 
fore, every name and every perfection, declara- 
tive of that nature we have ſeen, is aſcribed to 
him. The whole creation of God is, the in- 
heritance of his Son, This world and its in- 
habitants, by triple .right of creation, redemp- 
| % tion, 
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tion, and affignation, are his; for, ſays God, 


% J have not only ſet thee on the holy hill of 
Zion, but I will give thee the heathen 
e thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the 
«© earth for a poſſeſſion, Pſalm ii. &c. Heaven is 


his throne and the ſeat of his empire, and all its 


inhabitants, angelic and human, are his property. 
In ſhort, the whole fulneſs of God is his inhe- + 
ritance, and all the honours of the Deity are 
his; © for all things that the Father hath,” 
ſays he, „are mine, Fohn xv.-16. He is co- 
partner in the Creator, as he is God; and the- 
head of the creation, as Man; and, as God- 
man, the Som of God, he is joint-proprietor with 
his father, and heir of the whole world, 

Nor is he only heir, but actual poſſeſſor of all 
things. In his ſtate of humiliation on earth, he 
ſeemed to diveſt himſelf for a little of the poſ- 
ſeſſion of all things in accommodation to the 
mean ſtate in which, as Saviour of the world, 
he muſt firſt appear. Though he was rich, he 
for our ſakes became poor, that we through his 
poverty might be made rich. He ſuppreſſed the 

lories of his eternal Deity, under a veil of hu- 
man fleſh, till his ſervile ftate was accompliſhed, . 
when he ſhould aſſume to his whole perſon, as 
God-man, his glory, as God, and appear the 
Son of God-pofſeſted of all the glory and ful- 
neſs of his Father. Like the born heir and 
lord of the world, he uſed or diſpofed of the 
creatures as was proper for his own ſubſiſtence, 
the glory of his Father, and the good of his 
brethren. But, as became the Son of God and 
heir of heaven, and the great model his friends 
were to imitate, he practiſed a noble ſuperiority 
to the enjoyments of this world, and afpired, 
. after 


* 
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after poſſeſſions nobler and more worthy. 


« The foxes. have holes; the birds of the air, 
“ neſts; but the Son of Man had no where 
«© to lay his head.? Fog | 

The glories he exhibited were chiefly the glories 


of grace and truth, and truly -benevolent; he 
choſe rather to do good to his human brethren, 


as a Saviour, than to receive honours from them, 
as the Son of God, But when his offices, as 
Redeemer of the world, were accompliſhed, then 
does the Son of God appear in his proper dig- 
nity, and take full poſſeflion of the glorious in- 
heritance to which, by creation, birth-right, and 
merit, he was ſo fully entitled. The Son of, 
Man, which was the character he commonly ap- 
peared in upon earth, now appears full to be the 
Son of God; and as when converſant with men, 
he appeared a God in human form, ſo his hu- 
man nature, now that it is to converſe with 


God, appears a man in the form of God. For- 


merly, he was heir, but heir under age; now 
come of age, he actually enters joint- poſſeſſor 
with his Father of all his fulneſs. Inveſted with 
all the ſplendors of divine glory and majeſty, 
he is ſeated with God on the throne of heaven, 
and declared joint proprietor and poſſeſſor with his 
Father, andthe Divine Spirit of all worlds and of 
all beings. His glorified humanity enjoys the moſt 
exalted and bliſsful part of the creation; the 
imperial throne of heaven, and the grand court 
of glorious and virtuous intelligences that con- 
tinually attend it; and, what is infinitely more 


bliſsful than theſe, the infinite Creator himſelf, 


His divinity pervades and poſſeſſes the whole 


immenſity of creation, formed by his power, 


and ſuſtained by his providence, as God, and now 
| N poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed by him in the additional character of 


the Son of God, and heir of all; “ for being 


the brightneſs of his Father's glory and the 


s expreſs image of his perſon, when he had 
by himſelf purged our ſins, fat down on the 


„right hand of the Majeſty on high, being 


„ made' ſo much better than the angels, as he 


* hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent 


name than they,” Heb. i. 3, 4. 


III. Chriſt the Son of God is conſtituted the 
lord and governor of the world. This in ſome 
reſpect might have been conſidered as belonging 
to the offices of Chriſt. But as theſe high 
characters are conferred on Chriſt, not only as 
the Son of God, but for ſervices he per- 
formed as the Saviour of man; and as they be- 
long not ſo much to his miniſtring as to his glo- 
rified ſtate, they may with more propriety be 


ranked amongſt his honours and rewards; and 


are generally repreſented under this notion in 
Scripture, Thus ſays St. Paul, << Chriſt hum- 
& bled himſelf and became obedient to. death, 
„ even the death of the croſs, wherefore God 
„ alſo hath highly exalted him, and given him 
% a name which is above every name, that at the 
& name of Jeſus, every knee ſhould bow, of 
& thoſe in heaven, and thoſe in earth, and thoſe 


„ under the earth, and that every tongue ſhould 


& confeſs [as the original properly expreſſes. it] 
« that Chriſt Jeſus is Lord, to the glory of God 
e the Father,” Phil. ii. 8—11. And ſays Chriſt 
himſelf, < Fo him that overcometh will J grant 
*< to fit with me on my throne, even as | alſo 


„ overcame, and am ſet down with my Father 


& on his throne, Rev. iii. 21. This dominion 
of Chriſt is abſolutely univerſal, extending to. 


the whole univerſe, and to all God's rational _ 
| jects. 
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jcts that do therein exiſt. All power, ſays 
„ Chriſt, is given unto me in heaven and in 
„ earth,” Matt. xxviii. 18. Peter affirms him to 
c be Lord of all,” A#s x. 36. 18. And ſays Paul, 
«© God hath ſet him at his own right hand in the 
© heavenly places, far above all principality and 
„ power, and might, and dominion ; and every 
name that is named, not only in this world, 
«© but alſo in that which is to come; and hath 
£ put all things under his feet, and gave him 
& to be head over all things, to the church 
« which is his body, the tolneſs of him that 
« filleth all in all,” Eph. i. 20-23. To this 
unlimited dominion, we have already ſhewed, 
he hath every conceivable right. As God, he 
hath a natural inherent right of dominion over 
all, for the whole univerſe was created by him. 
As God-man, the Son of God, he hath a right ef 
Inheritance. For ſays God, Iwill make him my 
«© firſt born higher than the kings of the earth, 
Pſalm Ixxxix. 27. As Saviour of the church, he 
has a right alſo of purchaſe. For he gore: 
„% himſelf for them, that he might redeem them 
„ from all iniquity, and purchaſe them to himſelf 
& a peculiar people.“ Tit. ii. 14. In conſequence of 
which, he has a right by the grant or diſpoſition 
of his Father. Thus ſays he, I appoint or diſpoſe 
a kingdom unto you, as my Father hath ap- 
pointed unto me. This government however 
which he exerciſes is not merely for his own honour 
and glory; for his glory is his people's good, 
and his honour is the happineſs of his ſubjects. 
To reſcue enthralled mortals from the uſurpation 
and tyranny of fin and ſatan; to fill up the in- 
finite blank between pure Deity and his 
higheſt ſubjects; to. make nearer approaches to 
his creatures, and govern them in a way more 
adapted 
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adapted to their nature, and conducive to their 
improvement and happineſs; to unite God and 
his creation in cloſer. union, and manage all 
things as the eternal Medium and mediator be- 
tween them for the honour of God, and the good 
of his creatures, were the great ends of his being 
born into the world; and to theſe his whole 
gracious. and God- like adminiſtration is continu» 
ally directed. In the firſt ſtate of his exiſtence as 
God-man, he ated rather as the Saviour; in 
the ſecond he acts as the Lord of the world. 
Vet both theſe characters he has ever united; as 
both of them are ſubſervient to the ſame gracious 
ends. , His brethren of mankind needed his 
firſt attention, and the firſt acts of his royal ad- 
miniſtration conſiſted in ſubverting the kingdom 
of Satan, and in erecting his own kingdom of 
truth, righteouſneſs, and ſalvation among men. 
Having redeenied his guilty brethren with his 
blood, and laid the foundations of his fpiritual 
kingdom upon earth, he aſcends to the high 
capital of his immenſe empire, there to be inveſted 
in his dominion, with: all requiſite ſolemnities, 
and to enter upon the full adminiſtration of that 
univerſal empire over which, to his Father's 
honour and the happineſs of his . brethren, he 
was ever to reign. Arrived at the palace of 
the Eternal, he is received by his Father with 
every expreſſion of affection and joy of a Father 
to a ſon, returned in triumph from the conqueſt 
of all his enemies, and the ſalvdtion of his ſub- 
jects, to be made co- partner with him for ever, 
in the throne of his kingdom. In prefence of 
all heaven, he is by God proclaimed his ſon and 
heir, He is inveſted with robes of glory and 
royalty ſimilar to his Father's. A crown of glory 
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is ſet upon his head, The ſceptre of /govern+ 
ment is put into his hand. He is received and 


ſet down with his Father on his throne, de- 


clared king and lord: of the creation; and the 


whole inhabitants of his kingdom commanded to 


reverence and obey him, with which his loyal 
ſubjects moſt chearfully comply. There like the 


ſun in our firmament, he reigns in glory, that 
illuminates all heaven, and ſpreads joy and hap= 


pineſs through all its inhabitants. Seated. on the 
right hand of God, angels and authorities and 


powers are made ſubject unto him, 1 Pet. iii. 22. 
They are the peers, he is the prince of the great 
realm. They are God-like beings, he is God in 
reality. They are principalities and powers, 
thrones, and dominions, appointed under him; 
he is the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. They are but 
creatures, however exalted, he, as to the main 
conſtituent of his perſon, is God over all, and 
bleſſed for ever. They are but ſervants, he is 
the Son, the Son of God, and himſelf God. 
They ſurround the throne, but he hath the 
poſſeſſion of it. For he maketh his angels 
« ſpirits, and his miniſters a flame of fire; but 
< unto the Son he ſayeth, Thy throne, O God, 
4 is for ever and ever. A ſceptre of righteouſ- 
6 neſs is the ſceptre of thy kingdom; there- 
fore God. thy God hath anointed thee with the 


oil of gladneſs above thy fellows,” Heb. i. 8. 


He preſides over the whole celeſtial hierarchy, 
and directs all their operations and employments, 
and they ſtand ready with joy to execute his 
orders. He commiffions them as - miniſtring 
ſpirits to- carry his commands to every part and 
province .of his wide extended empire, and in 
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particular; to miniſter for them who ſhall be 


heirs of ſalvation. Heb. i. 14. He preſides over 


the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, receives his 
"aſcending followers into his heavenly kingdom, 


incorporates them with his celeſtial ſubjects, and 
governs the whole general aſſembly and church 
of the firſt- born. n 

But as he is Lord and Governor of heaven, ſo 


alſo of earth. The imperial region of his moral 


empire as God, is the imperial ſeat too of his 


mediatorial empire as God- man, yet both the one 
and the other extends to every province of his 


great creation. The heavens have received his 
ſacred humanity, and retain him till the reſtitu- 


tion of all things; but his divinity fils the uni- 


verſe, and his juriſdiction extends to every 


creature that as God he hath made. Even the 


devil and his angels, though from invincible 
malignity and pride they will not acknowledge 
him their ſovereign, and become his loyal ſub 
jets, know well his ſupremacy, and are ſubject 
to his controul : they are the priſoners of his 
juſtice, entirely at his diſpoſal, and made the mi- 
niſters of his vengeance againſt the other rebels 
to his government. For he has the keys of hell, 
and of death as well as of heaven, the whole in- 


viſible world being under his dominion. Rev. i. 18. 


But this our human world is a province of his 
empire, and the church formed in it, the ſpecial 
ſubjects of his kingdom. Having aſſumed our 
nature, for the honour of God and the happi- 
neſs of his creation, God hath exalted him to be 


Prince and Saviour to this fallen world, wo give 


repentance to Iſra*], and remiſſion of ſins, Thus, 

ſays he, „I have ſet my king upon my holy hill 

« of Zion, conſtituting him head of his — 
| s 6 
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„ Aſk of me,” ſays he, „and I will give. thee _ 
<< the heathen for thine inheritance, and the ut- 
<< termoſt parts of the earth for a poſſeſſion,” 
Pſalm ii. 6, 8. 1 ſaw in the night-viſions,” ſays 

aniel, „and behold one like the Son of Man 
„% came with the clouds of heaven, and came 
to the ancient of days, and they brought him 
<6 near before him, and there was given him 
«© dominion and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
c people, nations and languages, ſhould ſerve 
cc him; his dominion is an everlaſting dominion, 
& which ſhall not paſs away; and his kingdom, 
% that which ſhall not be deſtroyed,” Daniel vii. 
13—14. In like manner, the angel, who an- 
nounced his birth and character, as Son of God, 
announced alſo his dominion : * The Lord God 
„ ſhall give unto him the throne of his father 
< David, and he ſhall reign over the houſe of 
Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall 
4 be no end, Zuke i. 32, 33. The human creation, 
in general, are the ſubjects of his moral; and 
his church, who ſubmit to the terms of his grace, 
are under his gracious adminiſtration, From the 
beginning of the world, he hath preſided over 
theſe as his peculiar people, under the partriar- 
chal and Jewiſh diſpenſations, and dane every 
thing for their ſalvation his divine character would 
admit, But having aſſumed human nature, and 
purchaſed his church by his blood, he was con- 
nected more cloſely with, and raiſed to be head 
of the redeemed world. The divine Spirit and 
all the fulneſs of grace was lodged in him, for 
animating and forming, and all power given 
him, for guarding and governing this facred body. 
By the influence of his word and ſpirit, he 
reſcues men from the dominion of ſin and Satan, 

through 
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through faith and repentance, and tranſlates them 

into his kingdom of grace and holineſs. By his 
pProvidence, he guards and defends them againſt 


all their enemies; and by his ſpirit, he improves 


them in every grace, till he makes them meet 


for heaven, and then he tranſlates them to this 


higher and more glorious province of his empire. 


His is the power of iſſuing out the offers of his 
grace to a rebellious world, and of appointing 
officers to promulgate theſe glad tidings. His is 
the divine power of ſending forth his Spirit of light 
and life, to accompany his Goſpel, and give it ef- 


fectual evidence on men's minds, and energy on 


their hearts, for their converſion and ſalvation, 
His is the prerogative to appoint ordinances and 
laws for the benefit, improvement, and govern- 
ment of his people, and his the power to confer 
upon his faithful ſubjects, every blefling of his 


ſalvation in grace on earth, and g 
Thus qualified to be the lord and head of his 


lory in heaven, 


church, he is no ſooner raiſed to the throne of 
his kingdom, than he ſends forth the goſpel of his 
grace preached by his apoſtles, and accompanied 
by the influences of his ſpirit, into all the world, 


and the people are- made his „ er in 


the day of his power, Pſal. x. 2—3. 


any of 


the Jews renounced their prejudices and bigotry, 
and many more of the Gentiles their idolatry and 


vices. 


eſſiah's ſpiritual kingdom ſubduing all 


the temporal ones which were before it, ſoon be- 


came greater than them all. 


This kingdom he 


has preſerved ſince its firſt erection, and ſhall con- 


tinue to preſerve to the end of the world. 


When 


the deſtined number of his ſubjects is brought 
into being, and that relation and likeneſs to him, 


which fits them for advancement into his heavenly 
5; Kingdom 
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kingdom is effected, then ſhall the Lord Chriſt 
deſcend as ſupreme judge, to hold his grand 
and general judgment of the world. His whole 
human ſubjects ſhall be aſſembled at his bar. 
Their characters and conduct ſhall be canvaſſed, 
and their eternal fate be ſolemnly decided. Thoſe 
who would not ſubmit to his ſceptre of grace 
ſhall be daſhed in pieces by his power, as by a 
rod of iron. The wicked irreclaimable beings, 
angelic or human, who had rebelled and perſiſted 
in their rebellion to his government or grace, ſhall 
by his ſupreme deciſion, and the omnipotence of 
his power, be excluded the bliſsful empire of his 
happy ſubjects, and be conſigned to the pri- 
ſon of deſtruction, to ſuffer the proper puniſh- 
ments their crimes deſerve; while all his un- 
ſinning or returning ſubjects ſhall be advanced to 
the imperial regions of heaven where is the 
throne eternal of God and his Son, to compole 
one great. empire of glorious and happy ſubjects, 
who ſhall. honour and obey their creator and 
their Lord, and poſleſs every bleſſing of his good- 
neſs for ever, N. | SI proton Tos, 

Vet here Meſſiah's ſovereign dominion does 
not end; but is only brought to that degree of 
perfection it never had acquired before, and in 
which it is to continue to endleſs ages. Then 
„ cometh the end when he ſhall have delivered 
„up the kingdom, or ſubjects of the kingdom, 
< to God even the Father, when he ſhall have 
<< put down all rule, and all authority, and 
<c power, that oppoſed his kingdom. © For. 
„he muſt reign till he hath. put all his enemies 
“ under his feet, But when he ſayeth all things 
« are put under him it is manifeſt that he is ex- 
« cepted wha did put all things under him,” And 

n I "Ih when 
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when all things are by him ſubdued unto his 

Father; his enemies to the power of his juſtice, 
and his loyal ſubjects to a confirmed obedience to 
his righteous government; then ſhall the Son 
-himfelf, as filial duty and the example of all duti- 
ful obedience to Deity require, be voluntarily 
ſubject to God as his Father, and who hath put 
his whole creation under him for ever; that God 
- may be all im all, 1 Cor. xv. 24—28. having all 
that honour ad glory reflected by his Son, which 


be hath conferred upon him; or placed at 


the head of the intelligent oreation, may with 
and by his Son, as the grand repreſentative of his 
Deity, and the connecting bond between him 
and his creation, preſide over the whole empire 
of virtuous beings eſtabliſhed under his dominion 
for ever. Thus the government of Jehovah ſhall 
ever include the royal adminiſtration of his Son 
Jeſus. Pharaoh gave Joſeph government over all 
Egypt: only, ſays he, in the throne will I be 
greater, Gen. xli. 40. But Chriſt the Son poſ- 
ſeſſeth alſo the throne of heaven with his Father, 
and exerciſes every act of adminiſtration their per- 
fected empire ſhall then require: For his domi- 
<6 nion is an everlaſting dominion, and his 
_ -<6 kingdom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed,” 
Dan. vii. 14. | | 
TV. This Son of God is the object of all re- 
ligious worſhip to the. rational creation. The 
intelligent ſubjects of God, that we are now ac- 
- quainted with, are angels and men; and the Son 
is, by every right, entitled ta all worſhip from 
both. As God, he is poſſeſſed of all divine 
perfection that can entitle him to every act of 
religious adoration. As man his ſuper- eminent 
perfection, glory and dignity, entitle him tacor- 
| 8 8 reſpondent 
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reſpondent eſteem, admiration and love: As God- 
man, his complex perſon is entitled to all religious 
veneration ; his Deity in its own right, and his hu- 
manity in conjunction with that divinity ' with 
which it coexiſts in the ſame perſon. As God, the 
Word, he is the almighty, Creator, conſtant pre- 
ſerver, and fovereign Lond of the whole creation; 
and therefore entitled to the higheſt religious adora- 
tion, from all his rational creatures and ſubjects. As. 
God-man, the Son, he hath done much for the 
improvement, confirmation and happineſs of an- 
gels; and ſtill more for the redemption and ſalva- 
tion of men, and therefore is, in all juſtice, enti- 
tled to the moſt dutiful regards from both. This 
Honour, ſo: juftly due to him in every character, 
and upon every principle, his Father hath ordain- 
ed to be paid to him by the whole creation. Thus, 
when he bringeth his firſt begotten into the 
world, firſt at his incarnation and birth upon 
earth; and more confpicuouſlly at his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion. into heaven, he ſayeth, „Let all 
% the angels of God worſhip him,” Zeb. i. 8. 
With regard to mankind, he hath, aſſured us, 
& That he hath committed all judgment to the 
Son, that all men might honour the Son, even 
<« as they honour the Father, John v. 22, 23. 
Accordingly we are enjoined; as the the firſt and 
fundamental act of all religion, “to believe in 
« him, as well as in the Father,” John xiv. 1. 
In his name, and that not as the Word only, 
but as the Son of God, are Chriſtians and their 
children ſolemnly baptized, Matt. xxviii. 19. and ſo 
obliged to pay him all Chriſtian worſhip and obe- 
dience. And in general, the apoſtle aſſures us, 
* that God hath highly exalted him, and given 
c him a name, which 5 above every name, that 
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at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of 
Le things in heaven, things in earth, and things 
“ under the earth, and that every tongue ſhouj}d 

<< confeſs, that Chriſt Jeſus is Lord, to -the 
4 glory of God the Father.” Phil. ii. g—11. 
Sa of his juſt title to them, all his loyal 
ſubjects in earth or in heaven, ever have given, 
and ever ſhall give him the ſame religious regards, 
worſhip and obedience they give to his Father. 
His church on earth have ever held him the ſacred . 
object of their religious devotion, and to him 
their beſt and bigheſt worſhip, , however im- 
perfect and - inadequate has - continually been 
directed. In him they believe as the great 
God and their Saviour. In him they place their 
firmeſt confidence, and their higheſt hopes. Him 
they revere with ſacred reverence, and love with 
warmeſt affection. To him as the hearer of 
prayers, as well as through him to the Father, 
are their prayers directed for every needful bleſ- 
ſing; and to him as well as to the Father, are their 
praiſe and thankſgiving for theſe bleſſings re- 
turned. But much more is he honoured. with 
the ſupreme devotion, adoration, and obedience 
of his ſubjects in heaven. The whole bleſſed 
empire of angels and glorified men, ever con- 
ſider him as the author of their exiſtence, the dig- 
nifier of their nature, the improver and confitmer 
of their goodneſs and happineſs, and the grand 
ſecurity of that exiſtence, perfection, and hap- 
pineſs for ever; and pay him every devout and 
e regard theſe characters do claim. Con- 
1 


dering him as the Moft High God, their 


Creator and preſerver, they reckon it their 
eternal duty to -venerate his greatneſs, and to 
promote his glory. Viewing him as God-man, 
their elder brother, and.the head of the * 
| : they 
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they account all his glory and honour as their 
own. As he is the bright example of all per- 
fection, they eſteem it their higheſt excellence to- 
reſemble him; and as the head of government 
their higheſt ſafety to be under his adminiſtration. 
As ſource at once and medium of every bleſſing 
they derive from God, they love him with every 
ardour of devout and grateful affection; and for 
all his glory and for all his goodneſs, they cele- 
brate his praiſes for ever and ever; The great aim 
of the Son of God has ever been the good of his 
creatures, and the great aim of his dutiſul crea- 
tion will ever be to promote: his glor x. 
Such then are the exalted honours and 
rewards beſtowed on the Son of God and Sa- 
viour of the world, and which he ſhall poſſeſs 
through endleſs ages. He is the ſovereign ob- 
ject of his Father's love, the heir of all things, 
the lord of the world, and the object of 
religious affection and worſhip to the whole 
intelligent and righteous creation. And how 
well merited are all theſe honours! Every ho- 
nour conferred on him is adapted to the cha- 
racter he aſſumed ;- every reward to the ſervices 
by which it was procured ; and all .are 'merited 
in the higheſt degree. None ever loved God, 
as did his moſt affectionate Son; and fo 
none ever merited ſo much of his love. Love to 
his Father was the reigning affection of his 
heart, and the advancement of his glory the 
great aim and ambition of his life; and love to 
the Son is the reigning affection of the Father, 
and the whole conſtitution of his government is 
to advance his glory. Low did he humble 
himſelf for his Father's honour, and the hap=- 
pineſs of his creatures; infinitely lower than any 
being that ever mn therefore in juſtice, 
« 3 „ he 
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he is exalted infinitely above the whole creation, 
and rewarded with the higheſt honours God can 
beſtow, and his Son poſſeſs. If he who was 
eternally in the form of God, condeſcended in 
time to aſſume the faſhion of a man, what more 
Teaſonablez than that as God-man, he ſhould - 
be exalted to all the glory of God ? Did 
he come down from heaven to unite with our na- 
ture, he is now received for ever into the imme- 
diate preſence, and into the boſom of his Father, 
Did he at the will of his' Father ſubmit to the 
fearful ſenfation of his diſpleaſure at fin for the 
ſalvation of mankind; he is now admitted to the 
fulleſt ſenſations of his favour for ever. The 
proprietor of all things diveſted himſelf of them for 
a time, and is now juſtly made heir and poſſeſſor 
of all things to eternity, Did he, the Sovereign 
Lord of the univerſe which he created, take upon 
him the form of a-ſervant, and has he done the 
moſt eſſential ſervices for the honour of God, 
and the happineſs of his creation; what more 
reaſonable, than that, by appointment of his 
Father and conſent of his creatures, he ſhould 
be. exalted head and Lord of all? To him, as 
God or as God-man, creation owes its all; to 
him therefore in every character, ought creation 
to be ſubject, and to do all to his glory. All 
exiſtence unites in him, all exiſtence derives ad- 
vantage from him, God the higheſt glory, creation 
its greateſt good, and therefore the Creator and 
creation juſtly conſpire in-their different provinces 
to advance his honour. Love to his Father and 


benevolence to his brethren, nay to the whole 
kindred creation, ever were, ever are, and ever 
will be the diſtinguiſhing charaQer of the Son of 
God and Man, and his everlaſting buſineſs as 


the 


e 


r DF GOD. wer 
the grand connection and mids-man between 
them will be to advance the honour of Jehovah * 
on the one part, and the higheſt happineſs of his 
virtuous empire on the other; and therefore love 
to him from both, and: every expreſſion of their 
love ſhall be his juſt and eternal recompence. He 
ſhall enjoy for ever the higheſt*- bleiſedneſs his 
Father can beſtow, and all the honours his highly 
favoured and grateful ſubjects can perform. An- 
gels and men both created by- his "_m_—_— and 
the one confirmed and the other reſtored by his 
mediation, and both united under his bliſsful - 
government, ſhall ever conſider him as the ſource 
of their immortal all, and their hearts be devoted 
to his love, and their lives to his ſervice and glory 
for ever. I beheld, and heard, ſays St. John, 
< the voice of many angels round about the 
«throne, and the beaſts and the elders; and the 
«© number of them was ten thouſand times ten 
% thouſand, and thouſand of thouſands ; ſaying 
© with a loud voice; worthy is the Lamb that 
<< was flain, to receive power and riches, and 
« wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, 
<< and bleſſing. And every creature, which is 
< in heaven, and on the earth, and under the. 
% earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that 
are in them, heard I, ſaying, Blefling and ho. 
„ nour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
„that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
“Lamb for ever and ever.“ Rev. v. 1113. 
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CHAP. VIII. 5 


Of the Duties we owe to the San if Cod, our | 
Saviour and 7 Rn 1 « 


-E have in the preceding Chapters inveſ. 
- 2 tigated the natures, aſcertained-the Son= 
* 2 - ſhip, and given ſome account of the Tags) 
AY | _>of the Son of God. We have, e 

= ' theſe principles, delineated the dignity o bis 
1 perſon, and repreſented the great offices for 
which he was born into the world, with his 
effectual execution of them, and the high honours 
and rewards to which for his perſonal dignity 
and his offices he is juſtly exalted. Theſe are 

the capital points of this moſt important article 
of the Chriſtian faith, and are of the higheſt 
moment for our inſtruction and happineſs, 1 7 5 
- delineation of theſe articles has been general, as 
we intended to keep as cloſe as poſſible to the 
fcriptural reprefentftions of it, and that the rays 
of this great truth, which are diffuſed through 
the whole ſphere of divine revelation, might be 
arranged, collected and concentred into one view, 
which contributes more to our knowledge and 
1 belief of it, than an explication more minute and 
* tedious. Let us now conclude the whole, by 
pointing outandenforcing the duties, which as men 
: and Chriſtians, we owe to this Son of God our 
== Saviour and Lord. Every doctrine of Chriſtianity 
| has a practical deſign, and ought to be improved to 
the. purpoſes of religion and ſal vation; but none 
more than this fundamental and moſt important 
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THE DUTIES WE OWE, &c. 177 
one. The Sonſhip and offices of Chriſt comp fe- 
hend the great foundations of the Chriſtian faith 
and hopes, and therefore ſuggeſt the great and 
capital duties of, the Chriſtian character. They 
contain all that Chriſt has become, all that he 
has done, is doing, or will do för our complete 
ſalvation, and naturally lead us to conſider all 
that we muſt be and do, for the honour of our 
divine Maſter, and to ſecure our intereſt. in that 
ſalvation he purchaſed and reveals to us. 
I. Let us ſeriouſly conſider this gracious con- 
ſtitution of heaven in the generation and offices 
of the Son of God for our ſalvation, and be con- 
vinced of its truth and neceſſity, its fitneſs and 
ſufficiency, for the great ends deſigned by it. 


Inconſideration is the ſource of that igno-— ä # 
rance, ignorance of that diſbelief, and diſbelief _ . 
of that diſregard to Chriſt and Chriſtianity that | | 
have ſo generally prevailed in the world. Did { 
men conſider the Chriſtian ſcheme with that at- "p 4 
tention its infinite importance deſerves, they Y 


could not fail to underſtand it. In proportion as | 4 
they underſtand it, they muft be convinced of its | 
truth, neceſſity and importance; and in proportion 
as they are convinced of "theſe, will they admire 
and regard it. The whole hiſtory of the human 3 
world from the beginning, the public face of 4 
mankind, and the private feelings of every con- ' 
ſcious individual in every age, join with the de- 
clarations of heaven in aſſuring us, that we are 
ſinful and guilty creatures, and that a divine Sa- 
viour was neceſſary to redeem and ſave us. The 
whole revelations of God to mankind from age 
to age, have informed us, that of the divine good- 
[neſs a Saviour was provided for us, and that this 
Sayiour was to be the Son of God. And the 
A | 11 fulfillment — 
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278 THE DUTIES WE OWE © © 
fulfillment of Al the-prophecies given of the Son 


of God and Saviour of the world, in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and the glorious characters himſelf poſſeſſed, give 


: - every diſcerning mind the fulleſt-and moſt incon» 


teſtable evidence, that he is that.illuſtrious per- 
a. 5 

But beſides theſe external proofs of its ne- 
ceſſity and truth, Chriſtianity carries much in- 
ternal evidence of its divinity, and neceſſity, 


which, to all who attend to it, is no leſs demon- 


ſtrative. Signatures of their divine author are 
ſtampt deep upon all the works and ways of 
God; and the more theſe works and ways are 
conſidered, the more clearly do the divine mind 
that deſigned, and the hand that executed them, 


appear. The ſalvation of the human, and con- 


firmation of the moral world, by the perſonal 


conſtitution and mediating offices of God's only 
begotten Son, like the glorious perſon who at- 
chie ved them, are the chief of the ways of God. 


-What but divine wiſdom could have concerted 


ſuch a ſcheme as the perſonal union of the 
Creator with his creatures? A ſcheme ſo ſuper- 
natural, that no mind leſs than divine could ever 
have thought of it, and no power below omni- 
potence could have accompliſhed it : yet a ſcheme, 
which, by the moſt admirable accommodation of 
the means to its ends, diſplays the divine wiſdom 
in the nobleſt point of view, and which being cal- 
culated to diſplay the divine perfection, and exalt, 
improve, and confirm his rational creation, tends, 
beyond any thing we can conceive, to anſwer 
the ends of the creation, and ſo holds forth the 

reat Creator to. be its author and accompliſher, 
The whole ſcheme itſelf demonſtrates not only 


its divinity, but its neceſſity alſo for the ends de- 


ſigned 
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ſigned by it. If the union of God with qur nature, 


and his atonement for our ſin, had nes been ne- 


cellary to procure our redemption from eternal 


miſery, the Livine Word had never been made 
fleſh, and the Son of God had never died to pro- 
cure this redemption: or, did not the - wiſdom 
of heaven ſee it proper by him to reconcile 
and unite under one glorious head, the various 
tribes of God's LICE empire, Chriſt, as God- 
man, had never been conſtituted the head and. 


Lord of the creation, For Omniſcience can 


never err, nor can infinite wiſdom do any thing in 
vain. We weak, and often prejudiced mortals, 
who know very little of the meaſures and ends of 
the Divine Government, are ready to judge of 
what we do not know, and condemn. what we 
have not conſidered. But, whatever God .does, 
we may be ſure is done wiſely, and well; and 
the more we know of his great deſigns, the more 
ſhall we be convinced that every part of them is. 
neceſlary ; and that the. whole is concerted in the 
molt perfect wiſdom. | : | 

But as this divine conſtitution demonſtrates its 
own neceſlity, ſo it no, leſs diſcovers its fitneſs and 
ſufficiency tor the purpoſes to be accompliſhed 
by it. What can more dignify the created Sons 


of God, than to have their natures united with that 


of God in the perſon of his Son? What can be 
a proper and effectual atonement for our ſins, 
and ranſom of our ſouls, if the blood of the Son 
of God is not? an atonement proper, being the 


blood of man; an atonement infinite, being the 


blood of a perſon who was alſo God. What can 


ſo mortify the pride of devils, as that men whom 


they had enſlaved and debaſed by fin, ſhould be 


ennobled above angels, by the aſſumption of their 


nature 
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nature into the union with the Divinity, and that 


redt emed by Meſſiah's merits, . we ſhould be 

Neri ei places in the palace of 
heaven; while theſe malignant beings, ſhall” be 
conſigned for ever to the priſon of hell? What 
can more confirm the authority of the divine 
laws, than the obedience given to them by the 
ſupreme Lavegiver. himſelf, in human nature + Or 


what can more eſtabliſh God's creation, in loyalt 


to their ſovereign, - and friendſhip with each 


other, than the cloſe alliance that is formed among 


the whole by the wonderful perſon, and con- 
firmed by the offices of his Son our Saviour ? 
Thus Chriſtianity carries its evidence of its divi- 
nity, neceſſity and excellence in itſelf. Theſe 
are the ſources of that faith, by which the bulk 
of Chriſtians believe and embrace the Goſpel. 


By the Word of 'God, in which this fcheme is 


unfolded, and by the Spirit of God, by whom 
they are enabled rightly to apprehend it, they 


_ perceive its divir+ty and excellence: from a ſenſe 


of their periſhing condition, they are convinced of 
its neceſſity and importance; and from its admi- 
rable fitneſs and ſufficiency for their complete 
falvation, they are brought to approve of it, and 
to fall in cordially with its gracious deſign. This 
therefore ought to be the firſt and the ſerious con- 
cern of every human being : for this is the great 
duty of Chriſtianity, and fiom this every duty we 
owe to the Son of God our Saviour muſt naturally 
originate, We muſt ſtudy this glorious ſcheme 
before we can knowit; and be convinced of its 
truth and importance before we can believe and 
comply with it, for our falvation and happineſs. 
How careful then ought we to be to know God 
and Jeſus Chriſt ? This of all ſubjects of R | 

| e | the 
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the nobleſt in itſelf, as it has the moſt excellent of 
all beings for its object. And it is infinitely the 
moſt intereſting to us, as being the foundation 


of our whole Chriſtian duty in a compliance 


with the goſpel, and of our ſupreme and eternal 


happineſs, in all the bleſſings therein contained. 
This is what angels and fuperior beings deſire to 


look into, and what the redeemed or confirmed 
ereation ſhall conſider as the great ſource of 
their dignity, and the beſt ſecurity of their ever- 
laſting happineſs, and ſo contemplate it with high- 
eſt pleaſure and joy through eternal ages. his 
therefore ought to be the firſt and chief ſtudy of 
every individual of mankind, “ for this is life 
& eternal, to know the only true God and Jeſus 
c Chriſt whom he hath ſent,” Fohn xvii. 3. | 
II. Let us be ſupremely thankful to God and to 
his Son Jeſus, for this unexampled eſtabliſhment 


of his grace for the redemption and ſalvation of 


our periſhing world. 


Every blefting we derive from God, claims 


our warmeſt gratitude and our higheſt praiſe; 
and our obligation to theſe duties riſes in pro- 
portion to the greatneſs and importance of the 
benefits received. Of all the bleſſings God could 
beſtow, or our guilty periſhing world could re- 
ceive, the appointment of his Son as our Saviour 
was the -greateſt and the beſt. In creation he 
brought us from non-exiſtence into our preſent 
being. By redemption he brings us from a ſtate 
worſe than non-exiſtence, even a ſtate of ſin 


and miſery, into a ſtate of grace here and of 


glory hereafter. By the generous bounty of his 


providence, he provides for the happineſs - of this 
temporary life, that muſt ſoon have an end. By 
the riches of his grace, he provides for the hap- 


pineſs | 
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i THE DUTIES WE QWE 
T - . pineſs of our immortal ſouls, and our immorta- 
5 lized bodies in that life and world that ſhall endure 
| | for ever. The firſt of theſe benefits coſt him 
but a word; the ſecond coſts him the common 
care of his general providence ; but our redemp- 
tion coſt God the life of his 80n, and the Son of 
God his life and blood. To procute the re- 
diemption of our guilty, and the ſalvation of our 
periſhing world, God muſt become God-man. 
The eternal Word muſt be born the Son of God 
in the fulneſs of time; that he might raiſe the 
children of men to become the Sons of God and 
heirs of heaven ta eternity. The ſovereign of 
the univerſe muſt be made under the law and be- 
come obedient unto death, that we his rebellious 
ſubjects might be redeemed from the/curſe of the 
law, even death eternal ; and ſtored to life 
and happineſs everlaſting. Wharhfinite and eter- 
nal gratitude then does our hufam world owe to 
the three-one God for this ungxanpled expreſſion 
of his grace and love! gratitude do 
we owe to the divine Father, who ſo loved our 
world, as to give his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him might not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. He hath ſent his coeſſen- 
tial Word, by whom he had created us and all 
things, to aſſume our nature, and become our 
Redeemer. He hath made him who had been 
God from eternity, by uniting perſonally with 
human nature in a moſt wonderful generation, to 
become the Son of God and man, that he might - 
be Mediator betwixt them, and reconcile and 
unite them in eternal friendſhip. He hath not 
ſpared this his Son, his only Son, but hath 
delivered him to the death for us all, that through + 
f | i his 
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TO THE SON OF GOD. 183 
his atonement he might freely alſo give us all 
things, He hath exalted him to his own right 
hand, and inveſted him with univerſal] power in 
heaven and on earth, that he 'might effectually 
beſtow upon us theſe bleſſings of his purchaſe, 
Thanks be nnto God for his unſpeakable gift. 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
"Jeſus Chriſt, who hath begotten us again 
to a lively hope, to the hope of an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away; What gratitude alſo. do we owe to 
the Bleſſed Spirit of God, who formed thechuman 
body of our divine Redeemer, by his Almighty 
power, who adorned his foul with every godlike 
perfection of goodneſs and holineſs, who aſſiſted 
Rim in the diſcharge of his offices for the pur- 
chaſe of our ſalvation, enables us to comply with 
its offer, and ſeals to us every bleſſing this 
ſalvation contains. ; | | 

Eſpecially what gratitude and praiſe do we owe 
to the Son of God, the glorious Emmanuel, for 
all that he is become, for all that he has done and 
ſuffered, and for all that he has procured for the 
_ redemption and happineſs of his brethren of man- 
kind! Bleſſed Saviour of the human race, when 
thou tookeſt not hold of fallen angels, thou 
tookeſt hold of periſhing men to ſave them, and 
became our kinſman, that thou mighteſt be our 
Redeemer, Thou who waſt God, and waſt in 
the . eſſence and boſom of God, from eternity 
humbledſt thyſelf, by aſſuming our humanity into 
union with thy divinity, to dignify us; and that 
thou mighteſt be mediator between God and 
man, thou becameſt the Son of both. Thou 
ſuppreſſedſt thy glory for a while to expreſs thy 
goodneſs, cameſt down from thy throne to hy 

| | footſtool, 
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footſtool, of the form of God tookeſt the faſhion 
of a man; and humbledſt thyſelf to become obe- 
dient unto death, that thou mighteſt redeem us 
from death and hell, and exalt us to heaven and 
eternal glory. Bleſſed Jeſus, our God and 
our Saviour, how great has been thy goodneſs 
to the children of men! Thou broughteſt us 
from nothing into being, by thy creating power: 
thou endowedſt us with reaſon, madeſt us capable 
of religion, and ſormedſt us for immortality, of 
thy diſtinguiſhing goodneſs: and when by ſin we 
had deſtroyed ourſelves, thou didſt purchaſe out. 
redemption by thy blood from every evil, and 
our recovery to every happineſs, and thou reign- 
eſt for ever on the throne of heaven, dignifying : 
our nature, and giving us every aſſurance of that 
eternal ſalvation thou haſt graciouſly procured for 
us. Great Redeemer, the whole creation owes 
thee much, owes thee their all, but none owes 
thee ſo much as we. Let every human heart 
glow with the warmeſt gratitude and love to then 
for ſuch unequalled love and compaſſion to us, 
and let every mouth be filled with thy praiſe : 
“% Salvation to him that fitteth on the throne, 
& and unto the Lamb. Bleſſed be he that came 
in the name of the Lord to fave us, Hoſanna to 
& the Son of David,” to the Son too of a greater 
than-David, Hoſanna in the higheſt to the Son 
"of God. © Unto Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
« faithful and true witneſs, the firſt begotten 
from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the 
earth. Unto him that loved us and waſhed 
„ us from our fins in his own blood, and hath 
% made us kings and prieſts unto God and the 
% Father, to him be glory and dominion for 
« ever and ever.” Amen, Rev. i. 5, 6. 


* wit LR RD > 2m — a „K 22 = e 33 . * * 5 p 
. — e 5 ** 5 - , * LE A , — 
= 9 r 3 — 4 tt * 1 wo * * A dan gt War ot $i N d 3 * 
D A i MIN Seren 
1 : * 1 WOT WE n.. 3 ow 3 5 1 3 rn. . f 
55 n n ; ee 8 8 thts 
OW - by — 


To Tü SON-OF- Gon, . 
HI. As the proper conſequence of our belief 
of this gracious conſtitution of heaven, and the 
proper expreſſion of our gratitude for it, we 


| ought to accept of this Son of God as our Sa- 


viour, and comply with this glorious: eſtabliſh- 
ment for our complete ſalvation. _ *, 

This is the great and fundamental duty re- 
quired of mankind in the goſpel, and the capital 
regard every man ought to perform to the Son 
of God, our Saviour and Lord. The funda- 
mental law of the Chriſtian ſcheme alike; wiſe and 
juſt, is, that as the Son of God, by aſſuming 
creation into union with its Creator, hath done 
creation the -higheſt honour; and by his offices 
hath highly advaneed their happineſs, ſo all crea- 


- tures, who would have the benefit of this gracious 
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conſtitution, muſt pay every proper regard to God's 
Son our Savidur, be conformed to his character, 
and comply with the methods of his government 
for their perfection and happineſs. This obſerva- 
tion holds as to every other province of the. great 
empire of God, and of his Son Meſſiah, fo particu- 
larly as to our human world with which he is eſ- 
pecially connected. His perſon and all his offices 
were ordained for our happineſs, and with the 
intention of theſe muſt we dutifully comply, if 
we would. obtain the honours and felicities 
thereby deſigned to us. As the Son of God is 


As he is the bond of union, ſo he is the 


medium of communicating every bleſſing from 
| | | God 
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God to man: but we muſt be united to him, 


if we would partake in theſe bleffings. He is 


the head of life and influence to the church 


which is his body, and through him the — 1 
8 : 


ſpirit, righteouſneſs and life are conveyed to 


members; but we muſt be members of that liſe- 
giving head before we can partake of his influence 
and of life. He is the governor of the world 


and the Saviour of his people, but we muſt com- 
ply with the Jaws of his government, and be- 


come his real well- affected ſubjects and people 


* 


before we can obtain the privileges of his king- 
dom. He is the Mediator of the better cove- 


nant, the bleſſings of which were all purchaſed 
with his blood; but thoſe only who comply with 
his covenant, can enjoy the ineſtimable bleflings 

God became alſo the Son of 


it contains. He of 
God by generation and aſſumption of our nature 
and likeneſs, and the elder brother and head of 


* 
— 
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the heaven-born family; we of men muſt by re- 


generation after the divine image become the Sons 
of God, and the brethren of the Son of God, 
that we may be the members of his family and 
eoheirs of his inheritance. He in ſhort is Chriſt 
Jeſus, anointed by the divine Spirit to be the Sa- 
viour and Lord of the church. We muſt be true 
Chriſtians, anointed with the ſame Spirit, and: 
formed after the ſame temper and character with 
Chriſt our maſter, by a thorough compliance with 
his religion and falvation, if we would haye a 
ſaving intereſt in the merits of Chriſt, and obtain 
the bleſſings of Chriſtians, which Chriſt hath 
_ purchaſed, 


? F 
Salvation is promiſed ſometimes to faith, ſome- 
times to repentance, ſometimes to holineſs, and 


ſometimes to obedience to God and to * 
Ut. 


* 
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But the great and general character, of which 
all theſe are but the conſtituent parts, and to 
which character ſalvation is annexed, is, that we be 
real Chriſtians, the friends of Chriſt by com- 
pliance with his goſpel, the brethren of Chriſt 
by conformity to bi image in wiſdom and good- 
neſs, piety and holineſs ; and the loyal ſubjects of 
his kingdom by a ſincere and dutiful obedience to 
all his commands. A ſpiritual or moral con- 
foxmity to the Son of God by his Word and Spirit, 
in thoſe who are capable of it, and by his Spirit 

alone in thoſe who are incapable or deſtitute of 
the influence of his Word, is the firſt part 
of our ſalvation, and the natural and juſt foun- 
dation of all its other benefits. This, applies to 
perſons of every age, and under every diſpen- 
ſation; and ought therefore to be the great con- 
cern of all whom the goſpel is revealed to, and 
who would have that bleſſed relation to the Son of 
God, which alone can give us an intereſt in the 
bleſſings of his ſalvation. For “ unleſs a man be 
* born again, ſays our Saviour, born from above, 
born of the water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
5 enter into the kingdom of God,” Jahn ili. 3, 5. 
And ſays St. Paul, „In Chriſt Jeſus neither 
«. circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncir- 
* cumcifion,, but a new creature,” which he aſ- 
ſures us, every man muſt be, who is truly in 
Chriſt, Gal. vi. 15. 2 Cor. v. 17. The only be- 
gotten Son, who is heir to the heavenly inhe- 
ritance, is the pattern or archetype, according to 

which all the created and renewed children of the 
family of God muſt be formed; and by con- 
formity to him, they become children with him 
of the ſame family, and coheirs with him of the 


heavenly inheritance, He aſſumed our nature in 
generation 
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generation that he might become our kinſman, 
and redeem the inheritance. But we alſo.muft 
be made partakers of his divine nature in regene- 
ration that the alliance may be compleated ; and 
we may have a meetneſs through that image, and 
title through his merits to the kingdom he bath 
purchaſed. To begin the ſaving alliance he came 
down, and partook our fleſh to contract union 
with the ſons of men, that he might raiſe them 
to be ſons alſo of God ;. but to complete the hap- 
py connection, we muſt be made partakers of 
his ſpirit, and through his ſpirit, partakers of 
temper and image begun in grace, that we 
may partake every bletfing of his grace on 
'Y earth, and completed in glory, that we may en- 
$8 joy the bleſfings of glory in heaven. | . 
This bleſſed change, the foundation of real 
= - Chriſtianity, and the ſource of our intereſt in all 
1 its benefits, is the effect of our compliance with 
1 his Goſpel in heart and life through the influence 
* of his Fleſfed Spirit. By this we are at once 
it transformed into the image, and tranſlated into 
the kingdom of God's dear Son, and as children 
of God, and brethren of the Son of God, we 
become heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt, 
This is the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of heavan, 
equally calculated to do honour to the Son &f 
God, the author of our ſalvation, and to promgfe 
the happineſs of his people for whom that ſalva- 
tion was purchaſed, Compliance with. This is 
the chief duty we owe, and muſt through his- 
grace perform, to the Redeemer of our world, if 
we would wiſh and hope to have the benefit 
of his redemption, And this as the whole 
Chriſtian conſtitution indicates, ſo every part of 
its revelation expreſsly declares, Thus when God 
——— a | predicted 


— 


& be angry and ye periſn from the way, bleſſed 
„are all they that truſt in him,“ P/al. ii, 12. 


And when he had exhibited him to the world, 
and announced his character, ſaying, „This is 


c my beloved Son, in whom I am, well pleaſed,” 


he immediately adds what is our capital duty in 
regard to him, Hear ye him,” Aatt. xvii. 5. 
Thus Chrift when he ſent, forth his ambaſſadors 


the apoſtles to publiſh his ſalvation, and the 


acious terms on which men were to receive the 
efits of it, expreſsly declares, <** He that be- 

ce lieveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, he that 
„ believeth not, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 
And his apoſtle therefore having aſſured us, that 


& this is the record of God, that God hath 
«„ given to us eternal life, and that this lite is in 
4 his Son,“ inſtantly ſubjoins an account of the 


juſt and eſtabliſhed way in which we ſhall obtain 


it. „ He that hath the Son hath life, He that 
„ hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 
1 Johm v. II, 12. 


How careſul then ought every man to be, 


to whom this ſcheme of ſalvation is revealed? 
ſeriouſly to conſider its infinite importance, and 


firmly to believe, and cordially to comply with 
it. Our eternal happineſs depends on the ſalva- 
tion of Chriſt; our intereſt in that ſalvation de- 


pends on our being true Chriſtians, and our be- 
ing true Chriſtians depends upon our ſincere ap- 
probation of, and hearty acquieſcence in the 


Chriſtian ſcheme. This to every human 


being, is his higheſt intereſt, and ought to 
be his great concern. Convinced of our ſin and 


auilt, 
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predicted his Son's gentration and birth into the 
world, and his inflalment in his great offices for 
our ſalvation; he ſays, ** Kiſs the Son leſt he 
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guilt, and that without a Saviour we muſt periſtr 
For ever; convinced that there is no other name by 
which we can be ſaved, but the name of Chriſt; 
convinced that we muſt receive him as our Sa- 
viour, and fall in with the gracious terms of his 
Goſpel, if we would obtain his ſalvation; and 
convinced of the unſpeakable happineſs we ſhall. 
thereupon enjoy, we ought with immediate, 
and moſt cordial affection, by his promiſed Spirit, 
to comply with this eftabliſhment of God for 
the ſalvation of mankind in its full extent. We 
ought to renounce all our fins by immediate and 
— 9 — repentance, reſolved to return to God 
and to our duty, through his Son the Mediator. 
We ought to accept of Chriſt as our Saviour, 
with our whole heart and in his whole character; 
defirous to be reſtored by his ſpirit from fin to ho- 
Iineſs, and by his merits from guilt and condem- 
nation, to juſtification and life; ambitious of no- 
thing fo much as to be the children of God, and 
brethren vf the Son of God, to be taken under 
the guidance of his ſpirit, and conducted ſafe 
to his heavenly kingdom; and reſolved by his 
race to adhere to our illuſtrious maſter in every 
Chriſtian affection, to form upon his character, 
and obſerve his laws. We ought never to be ſatis- 
Hed with our knowledge of Chriſtianity, how- 
ever enlarged, till we alſo believe it. No faith 
in the Goſpel oupht to ſatisfy us, for none 
can ſave us, but what produces a thorough 
compliance with it in heart and life. And never 
ought we to flatter ourſelves that we are ſincere. 
Chriſtians, who have complied with the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and have that relation to him, which 
will give us an intereſt in his ſalvation, till we find 
in our minds an habitual belief and app robation 


of this gracious ſcheme; a ſupreme love to our 
I God 


_ TO. THE SON*OF Gon 19 
God who contrived, and to the Son of God who 
executed it, and a real conformity, through his 
ſpirit to his amiable character in the prevailing 

temper of our mind, and tenor of our life. For 

if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
is none of his. They only who embrace the re- 
ligion of Chriſt, can obtain his ſalvation. They 
only who are ſpiritually united to Chriſt, by faith, 
love, and univerſal holineſs have ſecurity of their 
eternal union, and wee ar with . od, and. 
of enjoying every bleſſing of his love and goodneſs; 
W Wee with his Goſpel, and 
accepted the Son of God as our Saviour, we 
ought to maintain and cultivate every worthy 
ſentiment and dutiful affection which we 'owe 
to him both in his perſonal and official cha- 

Jeſus, we have ſhewed, poſſeſſes every nature 

divine and created, and every character of great- 
neſs and goodneſs, and ſtands to us in all thoſe 
relations of our Creator, Preſerver, and Re- 

deemer, that lay a foundation for every pious 
and Chriſtian affection of which our minds are 
capable. Let our minds therefore ever entertain 
thoſe juſt and exalted ſentiments of his perſon and 
offices, and our hearts all thoſe devout affections to 
him he ſo juſtly deſerves. Let us not, with Arians 
and Socinians, hold the Son of God, our Savi- 
our, to be but a more exalted creature when we 
have every evidence the word of God can give us, 
that he is God the Creator. Nor let us, with 

Semi-Arians and others, hold him to be only a 

generated Deity, and deprive him of ſome of 
the nobleſt characters of divinity, neceſſary· ex- 


iſtence, ſelf· exiſtence, and abſolute eternity, 8 


—— = 


i 
« 
bo 
” 
* 
— 
n 
4 
o 
' 
i 


— —— — — 


— 1 — - 
— oe Rr, en 
— —— 
—— — ͤ —œñꝗ 


— — 


a 
N 7 


19% THE DUTIES WE W E 


rr Wh 
wy r — 
! 2 . 
* 
« 
1 
1 2 
= 
* - 


** wp 
Ll 


— 
— 


- 


„ 


all Scripture aſcribes theſe perfections to him a- 
like as to the Father, affirms their eſſence to be 


one, and their perfection one; and all reafon 


dictates that whatever exiſts in the one divine 
immutable eſſence, and is conſubſtantial with 
that eſſence, muſt be equally ſelf-exiſtent, ne- 
ceſfarily-exiſtent, unoriginated and eternal with. 
that divine eſſence, or any other perſonal ſub- 


ſiſtence into which it is diſtinguiſhed. In op- 
poſition to theſe errors, which are fo 3 


to every principle of Scripture and reaſon, ſo 
derogatory to the honour of the Great God, our 
Saviour, and which have been fo detrimental to 


his religion in overy age; let us ever conſider 


him, in his divine character, as the ſecond per- 
ſon of the co- eſſential, co-equal and co- eternal 
Trinity. In his complex perſon, let us. view. 


him as the divine Word made fleſh, the begotten 


Son of God, the | brightneſs. of his Father's. 


glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 


the Creator of all things, as God; and, 
as God-man, the Head and Lord of the crea- 
tion, and the kinſman and Redeemer of his 
brethren of mankind. Let the devout ſenti- 
ments of our mind and affections of our heart 
ever bear proportion to theſe juſt notions we 
have of his perſon and character. Let us vene- 


rate his divine perfection, glory, and Ma- 


jeſty, as God over all, and bleſſed for ever, our 
almighty Creator, and our ſovereign Lord. Let 
us admire the condeſcenſions of his love to man- 
kind, who aſſumed our nature intb union with. 
his divine perſon; and, in that complex perſon, 
became the Son of God, and the Son of Man, that 
he might reconcile God and Man, and be the 
author and pledge of our eternal friendſhip. Let 


* 
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Let us highly eſteem him as the glorious Imma- 


nuel, God, and the Son of God, Man, and the 
Son of Man, the image of the inviſible God, 
the head and glory of the creation, poſſeſſing 


every excellent nature and every perfection, 'of 


which theſe natures are poſſeſſed, Let us love 

him with our whole ſoul, who, as God, called 
us from nothing into being, and who, as God- 
man, has recovered us from a ſtate worſe than 
nothing, and will raiſe us to the higheſt per- 


fection and happineſs, of which our natures are | 
capable, Let us ever reverence him as our God, 


love him as our brother, regard him as our 
ſovereign, and rejoice in him as our Saviour. Let 


us truſt in him as the bleſſed Mediator, through 
whom we have acceſs to every blefling of the 
divine. favour, and let us repoſe all our hopes of 
pardon of fin, acceptance with God, and life 


. eternal, in his merits; and mediation. Let us exult 
in him, as the everlaſting bond of union and 
medium of communion, between God and his 
creation, and of the 'rational creation one part 


with another, and triumph in the victories he 


bath atchieved over all our enemies, and in 
the ſecurity he hath given us, in his perſon 
and offices, of our-immortal exiſtence; perfection 


and happineſs. | Chriſt poſſeſſes every excellence 
that claims univerſal regard, and has done us 


every office that can excite our affection, gra- 


titude and love. That mind muſt be blind 5 


indeed, which ſees not his excellence, who 


unites every perfection; that keart muſt be hard, 


and deſtitute of every ingenuous and noble. prin- 
ciple, that feels not regard and good affection 
to the author of our being, our Redeemer from ſin 
and death, and our Reſtorer to life and hap- 
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—_- - ſon whom angels and ſuperior beings. eſteem, 
-.  , ' .. admire, and revere, and in whom God bimfelf 
© _  -,ſupremelydelights. Let man ever join in the gene- 
3 al good affection. Of all beings, we are the moſt 
= 1 indebted to him, and of all creatures we ought 
| the moſt to love him. All 'that' we have and hope 
are derived from him, and to him let oùr beſt af- 
_ feftions be conſecrated. Let our minds be de- 
voted to his knowledge and faith, and our heatts 
to his reverence and love. Let us ever truſt in 
im as our faithful friend, rejoice in him as our 
God and Saviour, and long for the enjoy! ment of 
him, as our everlaſting happineſs. "This is the 
nobleſt exerciſe of our powers as we are men, 
and, our eſſential and diſtinctive character as 
8 Chriſtians. By theſe worthy ſentiments and 
0 ; good affections to the Son of God, our Saviour, 
be. we perform the principal duties we owe to our 
©. Maker and Redeemer, and have the beſt evi- 
"Md dence that we are his genuine friends and 
| ſubjedts, and that we ſhall obtain every bleſſing 
he. will beſtow upon bis people. , | 
Let us expreſs. theſe devout affections to 
the Son of God, our Saviour, by a ſtedfaſt pro- 
| ; feſſion of his religion, And by a faithful perfor- 
: ma ce of every act of religious worſhip; ſo 
- 0 due to bim, and a fincere obedience to all 

his commands. 3 
"Chriſtiapi ty, where it is genuine, muſt ever be 
fe in the heart, but muſt not be confi ned 
0 'tle- ea, Our interna good affections to the Son 


5 | df God, our Ctrl muſk * exert and expreſs 
_ "—_—_ 85 themſelves i in a dutiful profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
* | and in every act of religion and obedience to 


our divine Maſter, that i is therein enjoined to us. 
2 Infidels 


Fon oder ged., 
Infidels and irreligious perſons, with equal-foly 
- and impiety, diſregard the Son of God, their 
Creator and Redeemer, and others are too teady 
to follow their wieked example — but nothing can 

be imagined more abſurd and impious. In 
Shriſtianity, there is not one Gag of which 


we have the Jeaſt reaſon to be aſhamed; but 
— Og thing which we have the higheſt reaſon 
to glory in. Every denomination of mankind have 
.: boaſted in the author of their religion; the Jews in 
that their law was delivered by Moſes, and by the 
miniſtry of angels; and the ee that 
the Alcoran was compoſed by their prophet. 
But our religion riſes higher than theſe. It has 
not only God for its author, but the incarnate 
Word, God's begotten Son, for its wiſible ad- 
miniſtrator. This, as it made Chriſtianity the 
moſt perfect religion that was, ſo it conferred 
upon it alſo a dignity which no other religion 
can claim. 80 ſenſible of this was Mahomet, 
that to rob Chriſtianity of its ſuper- eminent 
glory, he was obliged firſt to diveſt its author of his 
.... dignity as God, and the Son of God, and to hold 
him to be only a prophet ſuperior to Moſes, but 
inferior to himſelf, . Let every Chriſtian then 
glory in what is their peculiar honour, and what 
no other. denomination of men ever could, or 
can boaſt, The author of our religion is the 
Son of God, the divine Word made fleſh, and 
| . dwelling amongſt us, that he might, by his merits, 
_* purchaſe our redemption, and might inſtruct us in 
that religion, by which this redemption. ſhould 
de revealed and applied to us. Let Chriſtianity 
then be our boaſt, as it is our glory; and when 
the Son has done us, the children of men, ſuch 
infinite honour, as to aſſume our nature that he 
N - 1 55 might 
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might callzus his- brethren, and in that nature 


hath, redeemed us from every evil to every hap- 
pineſs; let us do ourſelves the honour of being 


the brethren of the Son of God, and aſcribe to 
our illuſtrious friend, all the glory which ever 
belongs to him. As he is God, let us ever hold 
him, with the Father and Spirit, the ſupreme object 
of all religious worſhip. As God-man, let us 
ever regard him as the glorious mediator, through 
whom all: our addreſſes to Gad ſhould be made, 
and all God's goodneſs ſhall be communicated 
to us. Let us, as often as we have opportu- 
nity, devoutly partake of the Holy Sacrament, 
in commemoration of his death, and conſtantly ob- 
ſerve and ſanctify the Sabbath, in memory of his 

reſurrection. And as our hearts ought daily to 


glow with every pious affection to this Redeemer 


of our ſouls, our mouths ought daily to celebrate 
his praiſe. This ever has been the devout em- 
ployment of his ſaints on earth, and will be the 
everlaſting exerciſe of all his ſaints and his 


angels in heaven. Let us then be early and 
well initiated into their ſacred. exerciſes in time, 


in which we. wiſh to be employed through our 


immortal being. Let us ſhow forth his praiſe, 
who hath called us out of darkneſs into his mar- 
vellous light, who hath reſcued us from the 
flavery of jim and Satan, redeemed us from eter- 


nal condemnation, and exalted us to the hopes 
of heaven and eternal happipeſs. Not unto us, 


O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name be the 
glory. Worthy: is the Lamb that was ſlain to 
receive power and riches, wiſdom and ſtrength, 


and hon6ur, and glory, and. blefling : for thou 


waſt ſlain, and haſt: redeemed: us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred and tongue, and 
VVV ; people 
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renewed children are to be formed, and whom 
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people and nation; and haſt made us unto our | 
God, tings % ne he 2 gs 
VI. Laſtly, Let us by his grace form upon him 
as our great example, obey him. as our Maſter, 
and grow up in all things to him who is our head. 

The begotten Son of God is the gloriousk 
pattern according to which all the created and _ 


they are carefully to imitate, that they may truly . - * 
reſemble him. Uniting Deity and humanity in — 
his perſon, and exhibiting every divine excellence 1 
in human form, he has brought divine perfection 3 
to human view, and fitted it more for the imi- +" +l 
tation of his finite brethren, than it had ever been 

before, Upon this glorious model the chil- 

_ dren of God are firſt formed in their rege- 

neration by the ſame divine ſpirit. that adorned: 

the human nature of Chriſt with god-like per- 

fection in his divine generation; and through 

the continued influence of the ſame ſpirit, and the 

exerciſes of every chriſtian grace and virtue by | 

_ which he grew up in his Father's image, muſt we 
grow up into the image of God our a ather, | 4 

growing up duly in the image of his Son. 9 

IJ his ought to be our chief care, as it is our greateſt 
concern. Having bèen renewed after his image 

by his bleſſed ſpiric in the principles and temper of | 
our mind in our firſt compliance with his goſpel,. 

let us improve in a growing py” ij to that 
image in a conſtant obedience to it. Let us en- 
deavour to have his ſpirit more and more im- 

parted to us, as it was gradually imparted to him. 

Let us, with this ſpirit of Chriſt, endeavour more 

and more to acquire the divine and chriſtian 

temper, and to live the divine and chriſtian life. 

Let the love of our God and Saviour reign habi- 

e c * | tually 
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: tually in our heart, and the example and laws b 
"+ hath, iven us, be continually in our eye. What 
5 Chrilf forbade, let every Chriſtian abſtain from; 
8 4 Chriſt enjoined and practiſed, let every: 
Shriſtian obſerve and do. Let the ſame piety to 
God, the fame extenſive and active benevolence 
to man ind, and the ſame holineſs and heavenly”; 
mindedneſs that adorned our Redeenier's character? 
adorn ours. Chriſtianity. i is a- real and 1 | 
conformit oy to Chriſt, and therefore wouſd we be 
real Chriſtians, we muſt in principles, temper, 
and conduct, be conformed: to Chriſt: Let us 
therefore put off the old man with his deceitful: © 
luſts, and put on the new man which is created 
in righteouſneſs: and true holineſs; for if any ma 
be a2 Chriſtian, he muſt be a newy creature. We 8 
muſt be what our Maſter was in univerſal good- 
mel 5 we. would hope to be what he now is, in? 
| We muſt live as btethren. of tbe 
od, in temper and conduct, in time, if 2 
we would at: laſt. +poſſefs': his ſalvation; through» *7 
eternity.” 5 l and thoſe only who are con- 
formed to the firſt-boro Son and Fieir in all wif 
dom and holineſs, religion and righteouſneſs, 
through his bleſſed ſpirit, can be the ſons of* 
God and brethren of | Chriſt, and co-heirs GE 
"boy of dd in his great inheritance. 4 » 
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